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1. Introduction 1 

The U.S. Air Force (USAF) proposes to improve the Saipan International Airport (hereafter referred to by 2 
the airport code GSN) and associated infrastructure to support expanding mission requirements in the 3 
western Pacific.  After completing an analysis as required by the National Environmental Policy Act, the 4 
USAF would consider developing and constructing facilities and infrastructure at GSN to support a 5 
combination of USAF and joint cargo, fighter, and tanker aircraft and associated support personnel for 6 
divert landings, periodic exercises, and humanitarian assistance and disaster relief.    7 

The purpose of the proposed project is to establish divert activity capabilities to support and conduct 8 
current, emerging, and future exercises, while ensuring the capability to meet mission requirements in the 9 
event that access to Andersen Air Force Base (AFB) on Guam or other western Pacific locations is 10 
limited or denied.  For example, the need for humanitarian assistance can arise suddenly and without 11 
warning, such as disaster response in Japan during the 2011 earthquake and tsunami.  If this were to occur 12 
during scheduled training exercises at Andersen AFB, training or response efforts might be delayed or 13 
impeded.  Furthermore, natural or man-made disasters could impact Andersen AFB’s missions, requiring 14 
reliance on designed and designated divert airfield capabilities.  Because of the proximity to 15 
forward-deployed forces in the western Pacific, the Marianas provides the best alternative for 16 
forward-deployed U.S. forces to train on U.S.-owned lands and to develop the proposed additional divert 17 
capabilities. 18 

The USAF and other services must achieve the missions mandated by Title 10 United States Code 19 
(U.S.C.) in the event of a disruption of operational capabilities at Andersen AFB or other western Pacific 20 
locations.  To more assuredly achieve this mission, an additional location within the Marianas 21 
Archipelago must have the capabilities to sustain USAF missions on a temporary basis.  Facilities and 22 
activities at GSN would not replace the capabilities at Andersen AFB, but would be an additional location 23 
on U.S. territory in the western Pacific that can help ensure continued military readiness should access to 24 
Andersen AFB or other western Pacific locations be limited or denied, such as during a training event, 25 
humanitarian assistance efforts, or natural or man-made disasters.  The need for this project is derived 26 
from the following related operational requirements that are necessary to successfully support the mission 27 
of the Pacific Air Forces (PACAF): 28 

 Ensure airfield accessibility if access to Andersen AFB or other western Pacific airfields is 29 
limited or denied 30 

 Provide for contingency operations to include humanitarian assistance and disaster relief efforts 31 

 Accommodate future increases in operational tempo and associated training 32 

 Achieve and sustain readiness.  33 

This project would develop critical enhancements at GSN to increase operational and divert capabilities 34 
needed by the USAF, especially in humanitarian assistance and disaster relief and joint exercises.  These 35 
enhancements are required for the USAF to maintain a state of military readiness commensurate with the 36 
national defense and humanitarian assistance and disaster relief missions.  This project focuses on the 37 
development and improvement of existing divert or contingency airfield capabilities and does not include 38 
the permanent deployment or “beddown” of forces in the Marianas.  Hence, construction activities for the 39 
project are focused on improvements needed at GSN to increase USAF capabilities to respond to 40 
emergent needs, to ensure forces that are diverted from Andersen AFB or other western Pacific locations 41 
can continue to operate, and to train to these capabilities. 42 
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In summary, the proposed project is needed because there is not an existing divert or contingency airfield 1 
on U.S. territory in the western Pacific that is designed and designated to provide strategic operational 2 
and exercise capabilities for U.S. forces when needed and humanitarian assistance and disaster relief in 3 
times of natural or man-made disasters.  Implementation of the project would support the PACAF mission 4 
to provide ready air and space power to promote U.S. interests in the Asia-Pacific region during 5 
peacetime, through crisis, and in war.  For additional information on the purpose and need of the project, 6 
see the Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for Divert Activities and Exercises, Guam and 7 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands (USAF 2012). 8 

1.1 Scope of Document and Project 9 

The purpose of this Biological Assessment (BA) is to assess the potential effects of establishing divert 10 
capabilities and associated operations at GSN on terrestrial species listed as endangered or threatened 11 
under the Endangered Species Act (ESA) and their designated critical habitat.  This BA addresses the 12 
potential impacts of improving facilities at GSN.  It also addresses implementation of divert activities and 13 
exercises at the airport, including ground movements and immediate approaches and departures of aircraft 14 
at the airport during unit-level training and exercises.  It does not, however, address actual air warfare and 15 
air logistics training (i.e., above 3,050 meters [m] (10,000 feet)) that would occur in the Mariana Islands 16 
Range Complex or elsewhere by aircraft temporarily operating from GSN.  Those air warfare and training 17 
activities are described in the Mariana Islands Range Complex Environmental Impact Statement/ 18 
Overseas Environmental Impact Statement, May 2010 (DON 2010), and impacts on ESA-listed species 19 
from those activities have been addressed in Biological Opinions developed by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 20 
Service (USFWS) (USFWS 2010a) and National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS 2011). 21 

The USAF has requested that this project be appended to the Programmatic Biological Opinion 22 
Regarding the Reestablishment, Management, and Use of the Saipan Upland Mitigation Bank (SUMB), 23 
Saipan (USFWS 2008a).  This BA therefore considers and addresses the impact analyses methodologies 24 
and mitigation measures described in the SUMB Biological Opinion.  25 

1.2 Protected Species Addressed 26 

There are 16 species listed as threatened or endangered that occur or have occurred in the Mariana Islands 27 
archipelago (USFWS 2011a).  Based on conversations with USFWS staff during informal consultation 28 
(see Section 1.3), the USAF has determined that six of those species could occur in terrestrial 29 
environments on Saipan:  threatened Mariana fruit bat (Pteropus mariannus mariannus), endangered 30 
nightingale reed-warbler (Acrocephalus luscinia), endangered Mariana swiftlet (Aerodramus bartschi), 31 
endangered Mariana common moorhen (Gallinula chloropus guami), endangered Micronesian megapode 32 
(Megapodius laperouse), and threatened green sea turtle (Chelonia mydas).    33 

The Mariana fruit bat and Micronesian megapode are restricted to forested habitats, primarily on the 34 
northern part of the island (USFWS 1998a, 2009a).  Land at and surrounding GSN where facilities would 35 
be developed and divert activities and exercises would occur has been cleared of native vegetation or is 36 
vegetated with second-growth forests dominated by tangantangan (Leucaena leucocephala).  Due to lack 37 
of suitable habitat within the action area, and based on discussions with the USFWS in January 2012, 38 
systematic surveys for these species were not conducted for this project.  However, during surveys of the 39 
action area conducted in 2012 for other rare species and to characterize avian populations (MES 2012), 40 
observers were vigilant for megapodes and flying and roosting fruit bats.  Even though observation times 41 
of those surveys were favorable for detection of these species, no fruit bats or megapodes were observed 42 
or heard during any of the surveys.  In addition, no optimal habitat was found in the areas surveyed of 43 
sufficient quality or quantity to support these species.  Because these species are rare or do not occur on 44 
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the southern part of Saipan and there is no habitat for them within the action area, the USAF concludes 1 
that developing divert capabilities and conducting divert activities and exercises at GSN will have no 2 
affect on the Mariana fruit bat and Micronesian megapode, and those species are not discussed further in 3 
this BA.  4 

In addition to the threatened green sea turtle, the endangered hawksbill sea turtle (Eretmochelys 5 
imbricata), leatherback sea turtle (Dermochelys coriacea), and olive Ridley turtle (Lepidochelys olivacea) 6 
can occur in the ocean surrounding Saipan.  The USAF will consult with the National Oceanic and 7 
Atmospheric Administration Fisheries Service as required by the ESA to address impacts of their 8 
proposed project on those species in the marine environment, and those species are not addressed in this 9 
BA. 10 

Six species classified as candidates for listing under the ESA occur in the Commonwealth of the Northern 11 
Mariana Islands (CNMI) (76 Federal Register [FR] 66370).  Two of those species, the Mariana eight-spot 12 
butterfly (Hypolimnas octocula mariannensis) and humped tree snail (Partula gibba) might occur on 13 
Saipan.  Although host plants used by the Mariana eight-spot butterfly (Procris pedunculata and 14 
Elatostema calcareum) occur on Saipan, this butterfly has not been detected there in recent years and it 15 
could be extirpated from the island (USFWS 2011b).  The humped tree snail is known to occur on Saipan, 16 
but its preferred habitat of cool, shaded forests or other areas with high humidity (USFWS 2011c) does 17 
not occur within the upland areas that might be developed for the USAF’s proposed project (MES 2012).  18 
Although a few scattered individuals of host plant species (e.g., papaya [Carica papaya], coconut palm 19 
[Cocos nucifera], hodda [Ficus tinctoria], and sumac [Aidia cochichinensis]) were found within the 20 
project survey areas during surveys conducted on and around GSN in 2012, Mariana eight-spot butterflies 21 
and humped tree snails were not detected and the host plants do not appear to be of sufficient abundance 22 
or have the characteristics necessary to support a population of either candidate species.  It is therefore 23 
unlikely that the proposed project would have any adverse effect on these candidate species and they are 24 
not further discussed in this BA.   25 

1.3 Consultation History 26 

The following interactions between the USAF and USFWS related to this project have occurred. 27 

 July 14, 2011 – USAF and USFWS staff met in the USFWS office in Honolulu, Hawaii, to 28 
introduce the project, obtain a list of protected species that might occur in the project area, and 29 
discuss the consultation process. 30 

 July 15, 2011 – Staff from HDR, a contractor working for PACAF, requested of the USFWS 31 
information about the nightingale reed-warbler survey protocol and about the SUMB.  The 32 
requested information was sent by USFWS staff on July 18. 33 

 September 7, 2011 – Staff from HDR requested copies of Biological Opinions for the SUMB 34 
and for activities at and near GSN.  Those Biological Opinions were sent by USFWS staff on 35 
September 23. 36 

 January 5, 2012 – USAF and USFWS staff met in the USFWS office in Honolulu, Hawaii, to 37 
discuss plans for nightingale reed-warbler surveys and potential impacts on that and other species.  38 

 May 31, 2012 – USAF and USFWS staff met in the USFWS office in Honolulu, Hawaii, to 39 
discuss the results of surveys conducted for threatened and endangered species and the process 40 
for completing the consultation. 41 

 July 6, 2012 – USAF and USFWS staff met in the USFWS office in Honolulu, Hawaii, to discuss 42 
USFWS comments on the Draft EIS for this project.  43 

Final Divert EIS Appendix B 
B-11



Biological Assessment for Divert Activities and Exercises 
 

 

HQ PACAF, Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam, HI August 2012 
1-4 

 July 19, 2012 – USAF submitted a draft of this BA to the USFWS for review.  1 

 July 27, 2012 – USAF and USFWS staff had a phone conversation to discuss USFWS comments 2 
on the draft BA. 3 

 August 8, 2012 – USFWS provided by email additional comments on the draft BA.  4 
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2. Project Description and Action Area 1 

This section describes the USAF plan to develop airfield operational capabilities at GSN, exercise divert 2 
and humanitarian assistance and disaster relief airlift staging capabilities, conduct joint military exercises, 3 
implement fueling and fuel storage, and develop billeting and other personnel requirements.  This section 4 
also identifies the action area that could be directly or indirectly affected by developing divert capabilities 5 
and conducting divert activities and exercises on Saipan, and the measures that the USAF would take to 6 
avoid and minimize impacts on threatened and endangered species.  Additional details about this 7 
proposed project are in the associated EIS (USAF 2012).  8 

The USAF proposes to improve facilities and infrastructure at GSN to support a combination of USAF 9 
and joint cargo, fighter, and tanker aircraft and associated support personnel for divert landings, periodic 10 
exercises, and humanitarian assistance and disaster relief.  Divert landings and humanitarian assistance 11 
and disaster relief would occur at the airport as required.  The expanded facilities would be used on an 12 
as-needed basis and would not be used as a permanent full-time beddown or installation location.    13 

GSN would be improved to an airfield design that can accommodate up to 12 KC-135 or similar aircraft.  14 
This airfield design would also accommodate other military cargo and tactical aircraft.  Because the space 15 
required to accommodate large heavy lift cargo aircraft is approximately twice as large as what is required 16 
to support fighter and tactical aircraft, it is assumed that up to 24 fighter or tactical aircraft could be 17 
diverted to or exercised from GSN simultaneously, or a mix of fighter, tactical, and heavy lift cargo 18 
aircraft (e.g., 10 large cargo aircraft and 4 fighters) aircraft could be diverted to or exercised from GSN 19 
simultaneously as long as the mix does not exceed airfield design capabilities.  The number of temporary 20 
support personnel accompanying the aircraft would not exceed 700, regardless of what mix of aircraft is 21 
diverted to or exercised from GSN. 22 

2.1 Construction 23 

To reduce strain on existing airport and commercial facilities and infrastructure, the USAF would 24 
construct and expand new facilities, rather than fully utilize existing facilities during the construction and 25 
implementation phases.  These new facilities could include an expanded runway; associated pavement 26 
markings and lighting; parking aprons; temporary munitions storage area; hazardous cargo pad; an 27 
arm/disarm pad; aircraft hangar; maintenance facility; jet fuel receiving, storage, and distribution system; 28 
and navigational aids.  Temporary billeting facilities could also be developed at the airport.  The total size 29 
of these facilities, if they are all constructed, would be about 26 hectares (ha) (63 acres [ac]); 24 ha 30 
(59 ac) would be at GSN and 2 ha (4 ac) would be at the Port of Saipan (see Table 2-1).  31 

The projected timeline for the completion of most or all construction is 24 to 36 months.  However, the 32 
timing of construction would depend on the completion of a Safety Management Plan and agreement by 33 
the Federal Aviation Administration, Commonwealth Ports Authority, and commercial carriers.   34 

Facilities at GSN and the Port of Saipan would be constructed in phases.  The USAF currently plans to 35 
construct the bulk fuels tank, maintenance facility, and hazardous cargo pad in the first phase of 36 
construction, one or both parking aprons and the remainder of the airport fuel system in the second phase, 37 
and the fuel storage tanks at the Port of Saipan in a third phase.  Depending on mission needs and 38 
Congressional authorization and appropriations, some project elements might not be completed on 39 
Saipan, or a smaller facility than listed in Table 2-1 could be developed.  For example, the USAF might 40 
decide not to extend one or both ends of the GSN runway, or might decide not to construct the entire 41 
parking apron.  This BA addresses all project elements listed in Table 2-1; however, as described further 42 
in Section 2.4, the USAF would mitigate impacts separately for each project phase as projects are 43 
authorized and appropriated by Congress.   44 
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Table 2-1.  Project Elements that Might be Constructed on Saipan  1 

Project Element Approximate Size 
hectares (acres) 

Maximum Runway Extension  3.6  (8.9) 
Parking Apron  8.9  (22.1) 
Temporary Munitions Storage Area  0.4  (1.0) 
Hazardous Cargo Pad and Arm/Disarm Pad  1.8  (4.5) 
Aircraft Hangar  0.3  (0.8) 
Maintenance Facility  0.04 (0.1) 
Fuel Storage and Fueling Infrastructure - GSN  3.6  (8.9) 
Fuel Receipt and Storage – Port of Saipan  1.8  (4.4) 
Billeting  5.0  (12.3) 

Total  25.5  (63.0) 
 

Runway.  The runway at GSN is 2,650 m (8,700 feet) long by 45 m (150 feet) wide and has two 2 
8-m- (25-foot-) wide paved shoulders.  To support operational requirements of the KC-135 and other 3 
cargo aircraft, the USAF could extend the runway to a total length of 2,850 or 3,070 m (9,350 or 4 
10,075 feet).  If the runway were to be extended to the maximum length, it would be lengthened by 220 m 5 
(725 feet) to the west and 200 m (650 feet) to the east.  If extended to 2,850 m (9,350 feet), the eastern 6 
end of the runway would be lengthened by 200 m (650 feet); the western end would not be altered.  For 7 
both options, the width of the runway would remain 45 m (150 feet) with 8-m- (25-foot-) wide paved 8 
shoulders, and would also include turnarounds.  Figure 2-1 shows a schematic site plan of the proposed 9 
airport additions, including the possible eastern and western runway extensions.  The runway extensions 10 
would only be used for emergency take-offs and landings and would be striped (and marked) as 11 
“unusable” by all commercial (on a daily basis) and military aircraft (during exercises).  12 

The runway extension(s) would have a 31-centimeter (cm) (12-inch) base and 36 cm (14 inches) of 13 
concrete.  A substantial amount of structural fill would be required to extend the runway; that fill would 14 
be obtained from existing quarries or borrow pits on the island located approximately 6 kilometers (km) 15 
(4 miles [mi]) from the airfield.  If existing quarries cannot provide all material necessary to expand the 16 
runway and construct other planned facilities, the quarry operator or USAF, as appropriate, would consult 17 
separately on the potential impacts on threatened or endangered species of expanding a quarry or opening 18 
and operating a new quarry.  19 

Concrete needed to construct the runway and other elements would be mixed at existing locally 20 
contracted commercial facilities that operate concrete batch plants.  Dry cement would be barged to 21 
Saipan using the supplier’s existing supply chain, and then trucked from the Port of Saipan to the 22 
commercial concrete facility where the concrete would be mixed.  Mixed concrete would be trucked from 23 
the commercial concrete batch facility to GSN.   24 

Pavement Markings, Lighting, and Navigational Aids.  To accommodate a runway extension, the 25 
existing medium-intensity approach lighting system with runway alignment indicator lights would be 26 
replaced with a 730 m (2,400-foot) approach lighting system with sequenced flashing lights on the west 27 
end of the runway.  The distance-remaining markers, runway end identifier lights, and precision approach  28 
 29 
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 1 

Figure 2-1.  Overview of Proposed Facility Locations at GSN 2 
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path indicator systems also could be replaced and the middle marker and nondirectional beacon could 1 
need to be relocated.  In addition, the glideslope and localizer would be relocated if the threshold 2 
locations are changed.  The existing runway edge lights would be extended along the length of the 3 
proposed runway addition.  All proposed lighting system improvements are in accordance with Unified 4 
Facilities Criteria 3-535-01, Visual Air Navigation Facilities.   5 

Parking Aprons.  To meet operational requirements, new ramp areas and parking aprons would be 6 
constructed adjacent to the GSN taxiway to accommodate up to 12 KC-135 aircraft.  To avoid existing 7 
cultural resources, two separate parking aprons would be constructed adjacent to each other on the 8 
northern side of the existing taxiway (see Figures 2-1 and 2-2), with up to six KC-135 parking spots on 9 
each apron.  The design strength would require a 31-cm (12-inch) base with 36 cm (14 inches) of concrete 10 
for the entire ramp expansion.  Lights would be installed on the northeastern boundary to provide 11 
adequate security and operational lighting for night operations.  Airfield lighting systems would include 12 
only the lighting facilities required to support the aircraft operational areas.  Controls and equipment vault 13 
facilities would be included on the parking aprons as necessary to provide a complete and usable system.  14 

Temporary Munitions Storage Area.  A standard 7-Bar earth-covered magazine would be constructed to 15 
store munitions removed from diverted aircraft temporarily until the aircraft can return to its place of 16 
origin or planned destination.  That magazine would be located approximately 535 m (1,750 feet) south of 17 
the centerline of the runway and 355 m (1,160 feet) east of the GSN Aircraft Rescue Training Area 18 
(see Figure 2-3).  To adhere to minimum safety criteria and standoff distances in compliance with 19 
Department of Defense (DOD) Manual 6055.09-M, Ammunition and Explosives Safety Standards, and 20 
based on the 534-m (1,750-foot) distance between the magazine location and the nearest inhabited 21 
building (considered to be the runway centerline), the maximum quantity of munitions that could be 22 
stored in the magazine would be approximately 37,650 kilograms (kg) (83,000 pounds [lbs]) net 23 
explosive weight.   24 

A multi-cube magazine also would be constructed as part of the temporary munitions storage area.  The 25 
earth-covered magazine would be approximately 29 m (95 feet) by 11 m (35 feet) and the multi-cube 26 
magazine would be adjacent to the earth-covered magazine with a size of approximately 63 m (205 feet) 27 
by 63 m (207 feet).  The existing road infrastructure that connects the aircraft rescue training area to the 28 
runway would be used as the primary munitions hauling route.   29 

Hazardous Cargo and Arm/Disarm Pad.  A hazardous cargo aircraft parking pad would be constructed 30 
and used to handle munitions and other hazardous cargo from diverted aircraft safely, and would also be 31 
used as an arm/disarm pad.  To meet operational requirements and to adhere to minimum safety criteria 32 
and standoff distances in compliance with DOD Manual 6055.09-M, DOD Ammunition and Explosives 33 
Safety Standards, that pad would be located at the eastern end of the taxiway (see Figure 2-4) and the 34 
maximum net explosive weight stored there would not exceed 4,990 kilograms (11,000 pounds).  The pad 35 
would be approximately 205 m (670 feet) by 113 m (370 feet) and would have a flow-through horseshoe 36 
design to allow aircraft to taxi directly onto and off of the hazardous cargo pad from the taxiway. 37 

Aircraft Hangar.  An aircraft hangar would be constructed adjacent to the parking ramp aprons (see 38 
Figure 2-2).  This closed structure would be approximately 55 m (180 feet) by 60 m (195 feet), and 39 
would be located adjacent to the parking ramp and apron.   40 

Maintenance Facility.  A 1,830-square-m (6,000-square-foot) maintenance facility would be constructed 41 
north of the apron near an existing, pre-engineered building last used for commercial skydiving (see 42 
Figure 2-2).  That facility would be used to support maintenance of aircraft and aircraft spares 43 
management.  The facility would also be used to store pre-positioned equipment and materials needed for 44 
maintenance of aircraft used in exercises and humanitarian assistance and disaster relief efforts, including 45 
aerospace ground equipment and vehicles.  46 
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 1 

Figure 2-2.  Proposed Parking Apron, Hangar, and Maintenance Facility  2 
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 1 

Figure 2-3.  Proposed Temporary Munitions Storage Area 2 
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 1 

Figure 2-4.  Proposed Hazardous Cargo Pad and Arm/Disarm Pad 2 
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Jet Fuel Receiving, Storage, and Distribution.  The USAF plans to maintain a 30-day supply of jet fuel 1 
on Saipan.  To maintain and deliver that amount of fuel, one DOD Standard Design 4.2-million-gallon, 2 
cut-and-cover or aboveground bulk storage tank and associated pumps, valves, filtration systems, 3 
emergency generator, and concrete work would be constructed to the north of existing airport facilities, 4 
and two 0.42-million-gallon, cut-and-cover or aboveground operating tanks also would be constructed 5 
near the bulk storage tank (see Figure 2-5).  A transfer pumphouse, pumps, piping, filtration, valves, and 6 
a pantograph/hydrant servicing vehicle test station also would be installed near the storage tanks to 7 
support fuel storage and delivery.   8 

Refueling capability for military aircraft would be provided at GSN using a combination of current 9 
capability and installing a standard DOD-designed 9,085 liters (2,400 gallons) per minute Type III 10 
hydrant refueling system adjacent to the new ramp.  This refueling system would also tie into the existing 11 
commercial airport fuel supply line (with minimum disruption to commercial aircraft operations during 12 
construction periods) and the proposed parking apron expansion.  One refueling hydrant would be 13 
installed at each of the planned KC-135 parking spots on the apron.      14 

To support delivery of jet fuel on Saipan, two aboveground 2.1-million-gallon tanks with pump, filter, 15 
issue fill stand with two positions, and associated piping would be constructed near the seaport on 16 
federally leased land.  The location is adjacent to the U.S. Army Reserve Center between Beach Road and 17 
Middle Road, inland from the existing commercial fuel storage area (see Figure 2-6).  Existing 18 
infrastructure at the port would be used to offload fuel from vessels.  19 

Billeting.  Temporary billeting, including medical, transportation, and dining services, would be required 20 
for up to 700 personnel supporting aircraft operations during a divert landing, humanitarian assistance and 21 
disaster relief airlift, or joint military exercise event.  The USAF plans to accommodate support personnel 22 
either by using commercial lodging on Saipan or temporarily installing a Basic Expeditionary Airfield 23 
Resources (BEAR) 550 Initial Housekeeping Kit. 24 

If the USAF were to use commercial lodging, no additional construction or improvements would be 25 
needed at GSN.  If the USAF were to use a BEAR kit for billeting, the kit would be established at GSN in 26 
accordance with Air Force Handbook 10-222 Volume 2 Guide to Bare Base Assets.  The proposed area 27 
for the BEAR kit is approximately 5.0 ha (12.3 ac) and would require minimal vegetation clearing as it is 28 
located in a previously cleared and disturbed field (see Figure 2-6). 29 

2.2 Implementation 30 

After completion of construction, the USAF would use GSN periodically and temporarily for ground and 31 
air activities, aircraft support activities, and other airfield ground activities.  A mix of joint cargo, tanker, 32 
fighter, and other aircraft could be diverted to or exercised from the airfield.  Activities conducted there 33 
might include, but are not limited to, divert landings and take-offs, joint military exercises, jet fueling and 34 
storage, humanitarian assistance and disaster relief airlift staging including non-combatant evacuation 35 
operations, and billeting.  36 

Divert Landings.  Unscheduled aircraft landings, also known as “divert” landings would occur at GSN 37 
when other locations in the western Pacific, for example Andersen AFB, are unavailable for landing, such 38 
as during emergencies or natural disasters.  Two types of unscheduled landings could occur there: diverts 39 
resulting from malfunctioning aircraft or similar emergency situations in the air, and diverts caused by 40 
natural or man-made disasters or activities at the airfield on the ground.  Emergency divert landings, in 41 
accordance with the 36th Wing Instruction 13-204, would occur on an as-needed basis when an aircraft 42 
has malfunctioned or needs to land immediately due to an emergency.  Other unscheduled diverts would 43 
 44 
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 1 

Figure 2-5.  Proposed Fuel Tanks and Site of the Basic Expeditionary Airfield Resources 2 
550 Initial Housekeeping Set Kit 3 
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 1 

Figure 2-6.  Proposed Site Plan for Two Fuel Tanks at the Port of Saipan 2 
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occur when the scheduled or planned location for landing is no longer accessible or operational, such as 1 
during typhoons, earthquakes, or other natural or man-made disasters.  During a divert event when the 2 
scheduled or planned location for landing is no longer accessible or operational, the aircraft could 3 
continue to operate from the divert airport for up to 30 days until a more permanent home base is 4 
established.  Aircraft conducting divert landings at the airfield could require refueling, maintenance, 5 
temporary munitions download and storage, and billeting support. 6 

Humanitarian Airlift Staging.  Humanitarian airlift staging, including non-combatant evacuation 7 
operations, would occur at GSN in the event of an emergency or disaster.  Examples of this type of 8 
operation include Operation Tomodachi, the DOD relief effort implemented following the 9 
2011 earthquake and tsunami in Japan and Operation Fiery Vigil following the 1991 eruption of Mount 10 
Pinatubo in the Philippines resulting in the evacuation of 20,000 people.  For Operation Tomodachi, DOD 11 
officials reported that at least 20 U.S. naval ships, 140 aircraft, and approximately 20,000 military 12 
personnel were involved in humanitarian assistance and disaster relief efforts in and around Japan.  At 13 
least 227 tons of relief supplies and humanitarian supplies were delivered to Japan.  For Operation Fiery 14 
Vigil, Clark AFB was evacuated, and more than 20 U.S. Naval ships and their personnel sortied from 15 
Subic Bay Naval Base to evacuate more than 20,000 personnel to Andersen AFB for further transport to 16 
safe havens.  This operation included around-the-clock arrivals from the Philippines, processing through 17 
U.S. Immigration screening, and around-the-clock departures to cities of safe haven.   18 

Emergency responses to natural disasters of this nature would require pre-planning and exercising for the 19 
potential contingency.  The joint military exercises required to prepare for and execute humanitarian 20 
airlift and disaster relief missions in real world situations are described in the following sections.  21 

Joint Military Exercises.  A limited number of scheduled joint, combined, and unit-level military training 22 
activities and exercises, as described and analyzed in the Mariana Islands Range Complex EIS (DON 23 
2010) and associated Biological Opinions (USFWS 2010a; NMFS 2011), would occur at GSN.  Those 24 
exercises would focus on real-world proficiency in sustaining joint forces and detecting, tracking, and 25 
engaging units at sea, in the air, and on land in response to a wide range of missions.   26 

Joint military exercises are an important opportunity to bring together multi-service and multi-national 27 
platforms that do not always have the opportunity to train or exercise collectively.  The U.S. Navy, 28 
USAF, U.S. Marine Corp, and military from other countries operate a variety of combat and 29 
combat-support aircraft designed to meet joint and multi-national training objectives for many exercises.  30 
These joint and multinational exercises are commonly referred to as joint-combined exercises.  The 31 
United States routinely deploys forces to train in the western Pacific.  Joint and combined exercises and 32 
training maintain a stabilizing presence in the region, while allowing U.S. forces and other nations to 33 
practice joint-combined skills in peacetime to prepare for success during a contingency.   34 

Examples of typical combined exercises include Valiant Shield and Cope North.  Valiant Shield occurs 35 
biannually and usually takes place in September.  This exercise involves land and maritime forces from 36 
U.S. Navy, USAF, and U.S. Marine Corp, combined with multi-national forces, including observers from 37 
the Pacific Rim nations.  Cope North occurs annually and typically takes place in mid-February and also 38 
might include multi-national forces.  Aircraft and personnel participating in these combined exercises 39 
would be temporarily located at and operate from GSN for a combined total of about 60 days per year.  40 
No more than 700 personnel would participate in exercises at GSN at any given time, with a typical 41 
exercise population being a 12-ship fighter package of 145 to 170 personnel.  In addition, unit-level 42 
training would also occur at GSN to exercise the capability to conduct divert landings and humanitarian 43 
airlift staging. 44 

Jet Fuel Receiving, Storage, and Distribution.  Receipt of jet fuel at the Port of Saipan would be through 45 
the existing port commercial facilities.  The ability to store fuel and transfer fuel from the receiving port 46 
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to the airfield would be developed.  Once these elements are constructed, as discussed in Section 2.1.1.5, 1 
they would be operated in support of divert landings, military exercises, and humanitarian assistance and 2 
disaster relief efforts.   3 

Jet fuel would be offloaded at the existing fuel offloading facility at the Saipan seaport from vessels that 4 
are capable of navigating the harbor.  Fuel would be offloaded into the two 2.1-million-gallon bulk 5 
storage tanks to be constructed adjacent to the seaport (see Figure 2-6).  Standard fuel transfer tank trucks 6 
would be used to transfer fuel over existing paved roads from the port to the 4.2-million-gallon bulk 7 
storage tank at the airport.  It would take six tank trucks (37,855 liters [10,000 gallons] each) 14 days 8 
working approximately 10 hours per day to fill the bulk storage tank at the airport.  During scheduled 9 
joint military exercises, bulk jet fuel at the airport bulk tank would be transferred to one of two operating 10 
tanks, and the fuel would then be transferred to fuel tanker aircraft or other aircraft taking part in the 11 
exercises.     12 

Billeting.  Temporary billeting would be required for up to 700 personnel that would support aircraft 13 
operations at GSN during a divert landing, humanitarian airlift, or military exercise event.  The USAF 14 
plans to accommodate support personnel either by using commercial lodging on Saipan or a BEAR kit.  If 15 
the USAF were to use commercial lodging, the USAF and PACAF would enter into agreements with 16 
local hotels to accommodate personnel in commercial lodging during planned activities such as exercises, 17 
and local facilities and modular trailers would be used to conduct airfield support activities, such as 18 
administrative functions.   19 

If the USAF were to use a BEAR kit for billeting, it would include about 45 billet tents, showers, latrines, 20 
12 administrative shelters, 2 Power Pro shelters, an alert shelter, and a mortuary.  A 920-kilowatt 21 
generator set and fuel bladders for the generators would also be installed.   22 

The BEAR kit would be installed away from the existing taxiway and the future ramp, reducing the noise 23 
level at the BEAR base, but close enough to service and support the operation.  The planned area is 24 
approximately 5.0 ha (12.3 ac) (see Figure 2-6).  Access to the BEAR base would be through the service 25 
road used to monitor and maintain the water wells in the area.  A perimeter fence with two vehicular gates 26 
and a pedestrian gate would surround the cantonment.  An existing water source at the intersection of 27 
Flame Tree Road and Airport Access Road would be used.  At a minimum, a 5-cm (2-inch) waterline 28 
would be installed to support the BEAR base from this location.  A 21-cm (8-inch) sewer line with 29 
manholes spaced 107 m (350 feet) apart would be installed from the BEAR base to the sewer main line at 30 
the intersection of Flame Tree Road and Airport Access Road. 31 

To operate the BEAR base on commercial power, a 1,200-kilovolt-ampere, 13.8-kilovolt to 32 
4.16/2.4-kilovolt, pad-mounted transformer would be installed.  Primary service to the transformer would 33 
require 3-phase, 15- kilovolt cable from the nearest overhead utility to the pad-mounted transformer.   34 

2.3 Action Area 35 

As described further in Section 5.1, loss and degradation of nightingale reed-warbler habitat and 36 
temporary disruption of breeding and other behaviors could occur at and adjacent to GSN during 37 
construction of facilities and during implementation of divert activities and exercises.  Noise from 38 
military aircraft participating in divert activities and exercises could also temporarily disrupt the behavior 39 
of nightingale reed-warblers under the flight paths at GSN.  Mitigation for adverse impacts include 40 
financial support provided by the USAF to conserve and manage nightingale reed-warbler habitat at the 41 
Saipan Upland Mitigation Bank, located in the Marpi region on the northeastern portion of Saipan.  42 
Because adverse impacts and mitigation could occur on the northern and southern portions of Saipan, the 43 
action area is defined as the entire Island of Saipan.   44 
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2.4 Impact Minimization and Conservation Measures 1 

Construction Impacts.  The USAF will implement all measures to minimize impacts to nightingale 2 
reed-warbler that are required by the Programmatic Biological Opinion Regarding the Reestablishment, 3 
Management, and Use of the Saipan Upland Mitigation Bank, Saipan (USFWS 2008a).  Those impact 4 
minimization measures, as presented in the SUMB Biological Opinion and modified as described by 5 
USFWS personnel during a meeting in July 2012, are presented in Table 2-2.  In addition, the USAF will 6 
not locate laydown yards or other temporary construction facilities in nightingale reed-warbler habitat or 7 
within the 50-m [160-foot] buffer zone around territories described in Section 4.3.   8 

Table 2-2.  Impact Minimization Measures Required 9 
by the Saipan Upland Mitigation Bank Biological Opinion. 10 

No. Mitigation Measure 

1 
Prior to vegetation clearing, a biologist experienced in locating nightingale reed-warbler nests will 
search the area for active nests.  If any active nests are located, they will be avoided using a 50-m 
(164-foot) buffer until the nest is abandoned or has actively fledged.   

2 

When possible, the use of very noisy (greater than 60 decibels A-weighted) heavy machinery 
should be limited to the non-active or non-peak breeding seasons or temporary noise barriers or 
buffer zones should be installed to protect nightingale reed-warblers using buffer zones or areas of 
connectivity.   

3 

When actions occur during the breeding season, a biologist experienced in documenting changes in 
bird behaviors should observe occupied nests during the use of heavy equipment.  The biologist 
should record behavior before, during, and after noisy equipment use and document noise levels 
with a decibel meter.  At the end of equipment use, the biologist should provide a behavioral 
observation report to the USFWS.   

4 
Adequate plastic construction fencing or brightly colored flagging will be placed and maintained 
around any avoided habitat (including buffer areas or adjacent parcels) to prevent impacts from 
construction equipment and personnel.   

5 All on-site construction personnel will receive instruction regarding the presence of listed species 
and the importance of avoiding impacts on these species and their habitat.   

6 All on-site personnel will receive instruction regarding the brown treesnake (Boiga irregularis) and 
what to do immediately in case of a sighting. 

7 

A Hazard Analysis and Critical Control Point Plan or similar approach that results in an 
implementation plan will be developed.  The plan will incorporate measures to ensure that invasive 
species, including the brown treesnake, are not transported to Saipan via project materials or 
equipment.  This plan will be reviewed by the USFWS to ensure the actions to eliminate or reduce 
risks are sufficient.   

8 

A qualified biologist will inspect all construction-related activities to ensure that no take of 
nightingale reed-warbler or destruction of their habitat occurs that is not authorized by the 
Biological Opinion.  The biologist will have the authority to stop all activities that could result in 
such take or destruction until appropriate corrective measures have been completed.  The biologist 
also will report immediately any unauthorized impacts to the USFWS and CNMI Division of Fish 
and Wildlife.   

9 A brief summary report will be provided to the USFWS within 30 days of project implementation 
to document implementation of any fencing, buffer zones, and minimization measures. 

Source: USFWS 2008a 

Final Divert EIS Appendix B 
B-25



Biological Assessment for Divert Activities and Exercises 
 

 

HQ PACAF, Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam, HI August 2012 
2-14 

Habitat Loss.  The USAF will purchase one credit from the SUMB for each nightingale reed-warbler 1 
territory that is cleared of vegetation during project construction.  As required by the SUMB Biological 2 
Opinion, if more than 29 percent of a territory is cleared or otherwise destroyed, the USAF will purchase 3 
one credit to compensate for the loss of that territory.  If less than 29 percent of a territory is directly 4 
affected, the USAF will purchase a partial credit equal to the proportion of the territory cleared of 5 
vegetation or otherwise disturbed.    6 

As described in Section 2, the USAF plans to construct facilities at GSN in stages and, depending on 7 
mission needs and Congressional authorization and appropriations, some project elements might not be 8 
completed on Saipan.  The USAF, therefore, cannot state with certainty at this time whether or how many 9 
territories would be directly or indirectly affected by construction of facilities at GSN.  Prior to the 10 
construction start each fiscal year or phase of construction, the USAF will present a construction plan to 11 
the USFWS and CNMI Division of Fish and Wildlife and will purchase the number of credits required to 12 
mitigate for the direct impacts of construction activities planned for that year or phase.  13 

To mitigate for the indirect impacts on nightingale reed-warblers during the implementation phase of this 14 
project (see Section 5.1.2), the USAF will purchase credits or otherwise fund conservation activities at 15 
the SUMB conservation area as required in the SUMB Biological Opinion.  That mitigation will be 16 
implemented prior to initiation of the first training exercise at GSN that results in the level of indirect 17 
impacts to be mitigated, as determined during the formal consultation.  18 

Invasive Species.  To reduce or eliminate the spread of brown treesnakes and other nonnative species 19 
during development, maintenance, and operation of facilities at GSN, the USAF will develop, submit to 20 
the USFWS for review, and implement Hazard Analysis and Critical Control Point Plans (or equivalent) 21 
as required by the SUMB Biological Opinion, including plans for receipt of materials and equipment 22 
shipped to Saipan for construction and implementation of the project.  Those Plans, and all associated 23 
implementing instructions developed by the USAF, Joint Region Marianas, and other involved military 24 
organizations, will be compliant with the invasive species interdiction and control requirements in the 25 
Duncan Hunter National Defense Authorization Act, Public Law 110-417, Section 316 (2009), and DOD 26 
Defense Transportation Regulations, Chapter 505 protocols.  At a minimum, those plans and 27 
implementing instructions will address the following as appropriate, based on the specifics of each 28 
activity.   29 

 One-hundred percent inspection of all outgoing aircraft and materials from Andersen Air Force 30 
Base and Naval Base Guam, as currently required by Joint Region Marianas Instruction 5090.4, 31 
using trained quarantine officers and dog detection teams, and redundant inspections conducted 32 
on Saipan during project development and training activities.   33 

 Protocols and procedures for inspection of commercial materials and equipment being shipped 34 
from elsewhere on Guam, and from other locations, to GSN. 35 

 Use existing or new, temporary or permanent, snake-free quarantine areas on Saipan for 36 
inspection of cargo traveling from Guam to Saipan when applicable.  Those areas will be subject 37 
to (1) multiple day and night searches with appropriately trained interdiction canine teams that 38 
meet performance standards, (2) snake trapping, and (3) visual inspections for snakes.    39 

 Support of rapid response actions to brown treesnake sightings at GSN or the fuel facility at the 40 
Port of Saipan.  41 

 Invasive species awareness training for all military and contractor personnel.  42 

As stated in Section 1.2, this biological assessment does not address air warfare and air logistics training 43 
that would occur in the Mariana Islands Range Complex or elsewhere by aircraft temporarily operating 44 
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from GSN.  Impacts on ESA-listed species from those activities, and the requirements for the control and 1 
interdiction of invasive species, have been addressed in Biological Opinions developed by the U.S. Fish 2 
and Wildlife Service (USFWS 2010a) and National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration Fisheries 3 
Service (formerly National Marine Fisheries Service) (NMFS 2011).  Section 7 consultations also have 4 
been completed, and requirements for invasive species control and interdiction have been developed, for 5 
other ongoing for military training and operations in the Mariana Islands (e.g., USFWS 2006a, 2008b).  6 
Those control and interdiction requirements include the following. 7 

 Direct routing of personnel and cargo to GSN to avoid Guam seaports and airfields when possible 8 

 Inspections of all outgoing aircraft and equipment from Guam and redundant inspections on 9 
Saipan  10 

 Establishment and operation of snake-free quarantine areas when applicable 11 

 Environmental education of personnel 12 

 Self inspection of equipment by service members 13 

 Pathway analyses for all activities or groups of activities 14 

 Involvement of the USFWS, Department of Agriculture, and other agencies in the development 15 
and implementation of protocols and practices   16 

 Participation in the development and implementation of the Regional Biosecurity Plan. 17 

The above requirements for control and interdiction of invasive species are incorporated into 18 
implementing instructions developed by Joint Region Marianas and other involved military organizations, 19 
and those instructions will be followed for all military training activities and exercises on and from GSN.  20 
The instructions are updated as necessary to incorporate changes resulting from new policies and 21 
practices and to include revised or additional requirements resulting from applicable Section 7 22 
consultations.     23 

The USAF acknowledges that there is a limited availability of inspectors, trained dogs, and quarantine 24 
facilities and equipment on Guam and in the CNMI.  Planning for training exercises generally begins 25 
months prior to implementation of an exercise, and planning for complex training that would require a 26 
substantial number of inspectors, quarantine areas, or other personnel or equipment for control and 27 
interdiction of invasive species generally would begin more than a year in advance of the exercise.  28 
During that planning period, the U.S. Department of Agriculture and CNMI Department of Land and 29 
Natural Resources (the agencies responsible for conducting searches for and interdiction of brown 30 
treesnakes on Guam and the CNMI, respectively), USFWS, USAF, Joint Region Marianas staff  31 
responsible for managing their brown treesnake program, CNMI Department of Lands and Natural 32 
Resources staff, and other participants will cooperatively identify the inspection and interdiction 33 
requirements for the exercise, including the number of trained quarantine officers and dog detection 34 
teams.  The USAF and those other agencies will also develop plans to ensure that inspection personnel are 35 
available and that all requirements can be met, and will identify the support that the USAF will need to 36 
provide for the inspections.   37 
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3. Status of Threatened and Endangered Species on Saipan 1 

This section summarizes information on the status and ecology of four threatened or endangered species 2 
that occur on Saipan.  It does not discuss the Mariana fruit bat and Micronesian megapode, because, as 3 
described in Section 1, the USAF has determined that developing divert capabilities and conducting 4 
divert activities and exercises at GSN will have no affect on those species.   5 

3.1 Nightingale Reed-Warbler 6 

The following description of the nightingale reed-warbler comes primarily from the following sources, 7 
which are incorporated by reference.   8 

 Recovery Plan for the Nightingale Reed-Warbler (USFWS 1998b) 9 

 Programmatic Biological Opinion Regarding the Reestablishment, Management and Use of the 10 
Saipan Upland Mitigation Bank, Saipan (USFWS 2008a) 11 

 Nightingale Reed-Warbler 5-Year Review Summary and Evaluation (USFWS 2010b). 12 

Section 4.3 describes the results of surveys conducted around GSN to determine the abundance of 13 
nightingale reed-warblers in areas that could be directly and indirectly affected by the project.  14 

Legal Status.  The nightingale reed-warbler was listed under the ESA as endangered in 1970 15 
(35 FR 18319).  No critical habitat has been designated for this species.  The current recovery plan for the 16 
nightingale reed-warbler was published in 1998 (USFWS 1998b).   17 

Description and Taxonomy.  The nightingale reed-warbler is approximately 16 to 21 cm (6 to 8 inches) 18 
long, grey to olive brown above, pale yellow below, and has a relatively long bill.  Males are slightly 19 
larger than females.  This species is in the marsh warbler family Acrocephalidae (USFWS 2008a).  20 

Distribution and Abundance.  There are three recognized subspecies of nightingale reed-warbler: 21 
A. l. luscinia on Guam, Saipan, and Alamagan; A. l. nijoi on Aguiguan; and A. l. yamashinae on Pagan.  22 
There is prehistoric evidence that this species also occurred on Tinian, but it does not occur there now.  23 
Cibois et al. (2011) suggested that the nightingale reed-warbler on these islands might be separate species.   24 

A volcanic eruption on Pagan in 1981 destroyed the only known habitat on that island and 25 
A. l. yamashinae is believed to be extinct.  A. l. nijoi on Aguiguan are rare and might also be extinct.  26 
A. l. luscinia have been extirpated from Guam and now occur only on Saipan and Alamagan (USFWS 27 
2008a, 2010b).  Less than 500 individuals are believed to occur on Alamagan (USFWS 2010a, p. 40).  28 

Camp et al. (2009) summarized the results of islandwide forest bird surveys on Saipan over the previous 29 
three decades and reported that the number of nightingale reed-warbler detections had decreased from 287 30 
in 1982, to 190 in 1987, to 118 in 2007.  Density estimates per square kilometer of suitable habitat 31 
subsequently declined as a result of decreased detections in the respective survey years (58 birds, 1982; 32 
40 birds, 1987; 23 birds, 2007).  Based on the 2007 islandwide forest bird survey, the population estimate 33 
for nightingale reed-warblers on Saipan is 2,742 (Camp et al. 2009).  34 

Habitat.  Nightingale reed-warblers are found on Saipan in a variety of vegetation associations and are 35 
most abundant in areas of dense understory, including open, secondary, and tangantangan forests; 36 
elephant grass (Pennisetum purpureum) meadows; marshes; and wetland and forest edges.  The species is 37 
uncommon or absent from residential areas, golf courses, limestone forests, beach strand, and swordgrass 38 
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(Miscanthus floridulus) savannah (Craig 1992, Mosher and Fancy 2002, USFWS 2008a, Camp et al. 1 
2009).   2 

Diet.  The nightingale reed-warbler feeds primarily on insects and their larvae.  Their diet also includes 3 
geckos, lizards, spiders, and snails.  Nestlings are fed a variety of food items, including small caterpillars, 4 
large spiders, grasshoppers, skinks, geckos, ants, beetles, millipedes, moths, and praying mantids 5 
(USFWS 1998b). 6 

Threats.  Habitat loss and degradation is a primary threat to the nightingale reed-warbler on Saipan.  7 
Intensive agriculture on that island during the first half of the 20th century caused the loss of a substantial 8 
amount of wetland and upland habitat for this species.  Much of that land has since reverted to 9 
second-growth forest that is used by reed-warblers.  However, many second-growth forests have been and 10 
are being converted to urban development to support the large increase in the human population on 11 
Saipan.  The human population increased by 429 percent from 1980 to 2000 (Camp et al. 2009, 12 
USFWS 2010b).   13 

The establishment of the brown treesnake on Saipan would have serious impacts on this species.  USFWS 14 
(2010b) stated that the spread of the brown treesnake to Saipan would likely cause the extirpation of 15 
nightingale reed-warblers from that island.  The brown treesnake was the primary cause of the extirpation 16 
of forest tree birds, including the nightingale reed-warbler, from Guam.   17 

Predation by introduced species such as feral cats (Felis catus) and rats (Rattus spp.) could be reducing 18 
the reproductive success of nightingale reed-warblers.  Seventy-five percent of 28 active nests that failed 19 
were preyed upon by those or other species (USFWS 1998b, 2010b).  20 

Other threats to this species include environmental contaminants in wetland habitat, fire in upland habitat, 21 
and the possible spread of the west Nile virus to Saipan (USFWS 1998, 2010b).  22 

3.2 Mariana Common Moorhen 23 

The following description comes primarily from the following sources, which are incorporated by 24 
reference.   25 

 Mariana Common Moorhen Recovery Plan (USFWS 1992) 26 

 Distribution and Abundance of the Mariana Subspecies of the Common Moorhen (Takano and 27 
Haig 2004)   28 

 Mariana Common Moorhen 5-Year Review Summary and Evaluation (USFWS 2009b). 29 

Legal Status.  The Mariana common moorhen was listed under the ESA as endangered in 1984 30 
(49 FR 33881).  No critical habitat has been designated for this species.  The current recovery plan for the 31 
common moorhen was published in 1992 (USFWS 1992).   32 

Description and Taxonomy.  The Mariana common moorhen is a slate-black member of the Rallidae 33 
family, and is about 36 cm (14 inches) in length.  The distinguishing physical characteristics of adult birds 34 
include a red bill and frontal shield, white undertail coverts, a white line along the flank, and long 35 
olive-green legs with large unwebbed feet.  Males and females are nearly identical in appearance and are 36 
difficult to distinguish from each other (USFWS 1992).   37 

Distribution and Abundance.  This species occurs on Guam, Tinian, Saipan, and rarely on Rota.  The 38 
USFWS (1992) identified two primary wetlands on Saipan that are used by common moorhens: Lake 39 
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Susupe and Puntan Muchot/Garapan.  Takano and Haig (2004) counted 154 moorhen at 18 locations on 1 
Saipan in 2001.  2 

Habitat.  The moorhen inhabits emergent vegetation of natural and man-made freshwater lakes, marshes 3 
and swamps.  The key characteristics of moorhen habitat appear to be a combination of deep (greater than 4 
60 cm [24 inches]) marshes with robust emergent vegetation and equal areas of cover and open water.  5 
This species is known to be wary and closely associated with cover provided by edge vegetation 6 
(USFWS 1992, Takano and Haig 2004). 7 

Diet.  Moorhens feed on plant and animal matter in or near water.  Observers have noted grass, adult 8 
insects, and insect larvae in moorhen stomachs.  Moorhen are probably opportunistic feeders, so their diet 9 
varies among areas (USFWS 1992). 10 

Threats.  The loss of wetlands is the most important factor in the decline of common moorhens.  Many 11 
wetlands in the Mariana Islands have been filled or dredged for commercial or residential development.  12 
Additionally, there has been a decline of traditional wetland agricultural practices such as taro and rice 13 
cultivation, which has diminished the amount of wetlands available to the moorhen.  Some wetlands have 14 
experienced accelerated sedimentation due to land clearing, road building, grassland fires, and other 15 
human activities.  Predation by nonnative species such as rats and monitor lizards (Varanus indicus) 16 
could also be adversely affecting this species (USFWS 1992, 2009b).  17 

3.3 Mariana Swiftlet  18 

The following description of the Mariana swiftlet comes primarily from the following sources, which are 19 
incorporated by reference.   20 

 Recovery Plan for the Mariana Islands Population of the Vanikoro Swiftlet (USFWS 1991) 21 

 Relative Abundance and Distribution of Mariana Swiftlets in the Northern Mariana Islands (Cruz 22 
et al. 2008) 23 

 Mariana Swiftlet or Chachaguak 5-Year Review Summary and Evaluation (USFWS 2010c). 24 

Legal Status.  The Mariana swiftlet was listed under the ESA as endangered in 1984 (49 FR 33881).  No 25 
critical habitat has been designated for this species.  The current recovery plan for the Mariana swiftlet 26 
was published in 1991(USFWS 1991). 27 

Description and Taxonomy.  The Mariana swiftlet has sooty black upper parts with a slightly paler rump.  28 
The underparts are dark gray but with a brownish tinge.  Some white is present at the base of the feathers 29 
in the loreal region.  The plumage of both sexes is alike.  The average weight of adult swiftlets is 30 
7.4 grams (0.3 ounces).  The swiftlet is in the Apodidae family (USFWS 1991). 31 

Distribution and Abundance.  Swiftlets currently are known to occur on Guam, Aguiguan, and Saipan 32 
(Cruz et al. 2008).  The population in 2010 was estimated to be more than 5,000, with most located on 33 
Saipan.  This species currently nests in at least 10 caves on Saipan (MES 2012).  34 

Habitat.  On Saipan, swiftlets nest and roost in caves and their preferred foraging habitats include areas 35 
over forests, clifflines, grassy hills, and grassy ravines (USFWS 1991, 2010c). 36 

Diet.  Swiftlets mostly eat insects that they catch while in flight (USFWS 1991).  On Aguiguan, swiftlets 37 
consumed primarily hymenopterans and hemipternas (Valdez et al. 2011).  38 
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Threats.  Human disturbance at nesting colonies is an important threat to this species.  Other threats 1 
include predation by brown treesnakes (on Guam) and other nonnative predators, and the presence of 2 
cockroaches and wasps in nest caves (USFWS 1991, 2010c). 3 

3.4 Green Sea Turtle 4 

The following description of the green sea turtle comes primarily from the following sources, which are 5 
incorporated by reference.   6 

 Recovery Plan for U.S. Pacific Populations of the East Pacific Green Turtle (NMFS 1998) 7 

 An Assessment of the Sea Turtles and Their Marine and Terrestrial Habitats at Saipan, 8 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands (Kolinski et al. 2001) 9 

 Green Turtle Nesting Sites and Sea Turtle Legislation Throughout Oceania (Maison et al. 2010).   10 

Legal Status.  The green sea turtle was classified as threatened under the ESA in 1978.  The breeding 11 
populations in Florida and the Pacific coast of Mexico are classified as endangered; elsewhere the species 12 
is listed as threatened (43 FR 32800).  No critical habitat has been designated for this species in the 13 
Pacific Ocean.  The current recovery plan for the Pacific population of the green turtle was published in 14 
1998 (NMFS 1998).  15 

Description and Taxonomy.  Green sea turtles have a smooth top shell with shades of black, gray, green, 16 
brown, and yellow; their bottom shell is yellowish white.  Adults can weigh 136 to 158 kg (300 to 17 
350 lbs) and hatchlings weigh about 0.02 kg (0.05 lbs).  Adults can reach 1 m (3 feet) in length and 18 
hatchlings are about 5 cm (2 inches) long.  Green sea turtles are in the Cheloniidae family.  19 

Distribution and Abundance.  The green turtle is globally distributed and generally found in tropical and 20 
subtropical waters along continental coasts and islands between 30° north and 30° south latitude.  This 21 
species generally nests on Saipan from March through August with some year-round nesting documented.  22 
It is estimated that possibly fewer than 10 individual turtles nest annually on Saipan, Tinian, and Rota.  In 23 
1999, turtle activity was documented at eight beaches, with six nests found on a total of three beaches 24 
(Kolinski et al. 2001).  Monitoring of nesting activity on Saipan since 1999 has documented 4 to 18 nests 25 
per year.  At least five beaches on Saipan have been monitored somewhat consistently over the past 26 
5 years: Bird Island, Wing, Tank, Lao Lao Bay, and Obyan beaches (Maison et al. 2010). 27 

Habitat.  Green turtles primarily use three types of habitat: beaches for nesting, open ocean convergence 28 
zones, and coastal areas for feeding. 29 

Threats.  The principal cause of the historical, worldwide decline of the green turtle is long-term harvest 30 
of eggs and adults on nesting beaches and harvest of juveniles and adults on feeding grounds.  These 31 
harvests continue in some areas of the world and compromise efforts to recover this species.  Incidental 32 
capture in fishing gear, primarily in gillnets, but also in trawls, traps and pots, longlines, and dredges is a 33 
serious ongoing source of mortality.  Green turtles are also threatened in some areas of the world by the 34 
disease fibropapillomatosis. 35 
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4. Environmental Baseline 1 

This section describes the current environment in the action area as influenced by past and present 2 
impacts of human activities.  The current environment, impacts of human activities on Saipan, and current 3 
status of the nightingale reed-warbler on the island, have been described in detail in the following reports, 4 
which are incorporated here by reference.   5 

 Recovery Plan for the Nightingale Reed-Warbler (USFWS 1998b) 6 

 Final Biological Opinion for the Proposed Rehabilitation of Runway 07/25 and Relocation of 7 
Water Catchment Reservoir, Saipan International Airport (USFWS 2006b) 8 

 Programmatic Biological Opinion Regarding the Reestablishment, Management and Use of the 9 
Saipan Upland Mitigation Bank, Saipan (USFWS 2008a) 10 

 Nightingale Reed-Warbler 5-Year Review Summary and Evaluation (USFWS 2010b) 11 

 Biological Report: Saipan International Airport Project Site, Saipan, CNMI (MES 2012) 12 

 Draft EIS for Divert Activities and Exercises, Guam and Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana 13 
Islands (USAF 2012). 14 

To support delivery of jet fuel on Saipan, two aboveground 2.1-million-gallon tanks and associated 15 
infrastructure would be installed on previously cleared and developed land at the Port of Saipan 16 
(see Figure 2-6).  A portion of that flat site has a deteriorating asphalt surface, and fine limestone gravel 17 
has been spread across most of the remainder of the site.  There is a thin stand of dense, weedy vegetation 18 
around the perimeter of the site; vegetation in the remainder of the area is sparse.  This developed site 19 
does not contain suitable habitat for nightingale reed-warblers or other ESA-listed species, and is not 20 
described further in this section. 21 

The remainder of this section describes in detail the environment on and around GSN, and the results of 22 
surveys conducted to determine the presence of ESA-listed species and other biological resources in that 23 
area.  GSN is situated on approximately 285 ha (700 ac) in the southern portion of the Saipan (see 24 
Figure 2-1).  It is owned and operated by the Commonwealth Ports Authority under the Commonwealth 25 
Ports Authority Act (Public Law 2-48), which was enacted in October 1981.  The 2002 Saipan 26 
International Airport Master Plan outlines the development strategy for the airport (Commonwealth Ports 27 
Authority 2002).  GSN facilities currently include a 2,650-m- (8,700-foot-) long runway and adjacent 28 
taxiway and parking ramps and a terminal, cargo-handling facility, parking lots, drainage detention basin, 29 
and other operational facilities to the north of the runway.  GSN property to the south of the runway is 30 
undeveloped and leased for cattle grazing.  The land surrounding the airport is used primarily for 31 
agricultural, recreation, and conservation.   32 

Large portions of areas to the north and south of the current airport, including areas where the USAF 33 
would construct facilities and implement divert activities and exercises, were developed before and during 34 
World War II as aircraft parking areas, taxiways, and other airfield-related structures.  Degraded aircraft 35 
parking surfaces and other structures are still visible in some areas, although much of that area is now 36 
covered with tangantangan. 37 

The most recent development at GSN that affected listed species, and required consultation under 38 
Section 7 of the ESA occurred after 2006.  That consultation covered rehabilitation of the GSN runway 39 
and relocation of a water catchment reservoir from between the runway and taxiway to its current position 40 
to the north of the runway.  The USFWS estimated that disturbance of about 10 ha (25 ac) for those 41 
activities would directly affect nightingale reed-warblers in two territories and indirectly affect 42 
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reed-warblers in three other territories (USFWS 2006b).  No other listed threatened or endangered species 1 
were adversely affected by the project.  2 

4.1 Vegetation 3 

Vegetation communities at and around GSN were mapped and characterized during field surveys 4 
conducted during October 2011.  Vegetation community types observed at and surrounding the sites 5 
where construction and improvements would occur include tangantangan forest, mowed fields, park 6 
areas, and lands used for agriculture and grazing (see Figure 4-1), and are described in the following 7 
paragraphs.  8 

Tangantangan Forest.  Canopy vegetation in tangantangan forest is characterized by a near monoculture 9 
of nonnative tangantangan.  The following forest tree species were most commonly observed within those 10 
forests: ahgao (Premna obtusifolia), hodda, pago (Hibiscus tiliaceus), sumak, lada (Morinda citrifolia), 11 
and papaya; and nonnative trongkon-kalaskas (Albizia lebbeck) and atbut or flame tree (Delonix 12 
regia).  The understory of tangantangan forest consists largely of nonnative herbaceous weeds.  Common 13 
species include coral berry (Rivina humilis), rosary pea (Abrus precatorius), Chinese violet (Asystasia 14 
gangetica), and achyranthes (Achyranthes canescens).  Gaps in the tangantangan forest and some areas of 15 
canopy are blanketed by a layer of vines.  These vines include the native akankang tasi (Canavalia rosea); 16 
and the nonnative bittervine (Mikania micrantha), abubo (Stictocardia tilifolia), coral vine (Antigonon 17 
leptopus), and ivy gourd (Coccinia grandis).  Vines present in the area are stimulated by the opening up 18 
of the canopy after storm disturbances and can form oppressive vine mats that retard the growth of, 19 
or kill, native vegetation.  20 

Mowed Fields.  Mowed field habitat consists mainly of introduced grasses and herbaceous ground cover.  21 
These fields occur between and around the airfield runways, taxiways, parking ramps, and associated 22 
disturbed sites.  They are characterized by grasses, including Bermuda grass (Cynodon dactylon), 23 
crowfoot grass (Dactyloctenium aegyptium), broadleaf carpetgrass (Axonopus compressus), golden 24 
beardgrass (Chrysopogon aciculatus), (Chloris sp.), and herbaceous weeds including the sensitive plant, 25 
shameplant (Mimosa pudica), tropical lucerne (Stylosanthes guianensis), and white moneywort 26 
(Alysicarpus vaginalis).  27 

Park Areas.  Parks at and near GSN are characterized by areas with grass that is mowed close to ground 28 
level and that have narrow strips of ornamental trees and shrubs that have been planted primarily along 29 
road edges.  Grasses in park areas are characterized by Bermuda grass and golden beardgrass.  30 
Ornamental trees that have been planted along road edges are characterized by atbut or flame tree and 31 
several species of plumeria (Plumeria spp.).  Hodda also occurs at several locations in the park areas.  32 
Shrub species planted along road edges are characterized by bougainvilla (Bougainvilla sp.), lantana 33 
(Lantana camara), and several species of hibiscus (Hibiscus spp.).  34 

Agriculture/Grazing.  Areas used for agriculture and grazing are located south of GSN within and near 35 
the area where the munitions storage area would be located.  That location is characterized by scrub 36 
habitat with sparse trees.  Adjacent areas include stands of tangantangan, grazed land, scrub habitat, and 37 
agricultural plots that are fallow or planted with local crops.  Grazed areas are characterized by a sparse 38 
occurrence of trees including atbut or flame tree and mango (Mangifera indica) with a minor 39 
occurrence of Ahgoa.  Scrub habitat has a mix of shrub and herbaceous species dominated by lantana, 40 
Jack-in-the-bush (Chromolaena odorata), nettleleaf velvetberry (Stachytarpheta urticifolia), and 41 
romerillo (Bidens alba).  Tangantangan occurs as short saplings scattered through the scrub habitat.  42 
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 1 

Figure 4-1.  Vegetation Communities at GSN 2 
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4.2 Wildlife 1 

Characterization of fauna occurring in and around GSN was based on incidental observation of species 2 
during vegetation mapping conducted in October 2011 (USAF 2012) and during surveys for nightingale 3 
reed-warblers and other avian species conducted from late January through early April 2012 (MES 2012).  4 
Figure 4-2 shows the areas surveyed at and surrounding GSN in 2012.  5 

Birds.  During March 2012, 18 point-count surveys for birds were conducted in areas surrounding the 6 
airfield (MES 2012).  Those surveys were conducted between 0600 and 1000 hours.  A total of 762 7 
detections of birds of 14 species were recorded.  The most commonly detected bird species was the 8 
bridled white-eye (Zosterops conspicillatus), which accounted for 28 percent of avian observations.  9 
Other species detected, in descending order of abundance, include the black noddy (Anous minutus), 10 
white tern (Gygis alba), rufous fantail (Rhipidura rufifrons), island collared dove (Streptopelia 11 
bitorquata), Micronesian starling (Aplonis opaca), orange-cheeked waxbill (Estrilda melpoda), 12 
Micronesian myzomela (Myzomela rubratra), golden white-eye (Cleptornis marchei), white-throated 13 
ground dove (Gallicollumba xanthonura), collared kingfisher (Todiramphus chloris), Mariana fruit dove 14 
(Ptilinopus roseicapilla), nightingale reed-warbler, and yellow bittern (Ixobrychus sinensis).  During 15 
those surveys, observers actively searched for Mariana swiftlets and Micronesian megapodes; no 16 
individuals of those species were detected.    17 

Transect surveys were also conducted in 2012 at the water catchment basin located on GSN property 18 
north of the runway and taxiway and at two artificial ponds at the Coral Ocean Point golf course located 19 
west of the airport (MES 2012).  The following six bird species were observed at the water catchment 20 
basin: Eurasian wigeon (Anas penelope), northern shoveler (Anas clypeata), green-winged teal (Anas 21 
carolinensis), wood sandpiper (Tringa glareola), little egret (Egretta garzetta), and peregrine falcon 22 
(Falco peregrinus).  Nine bird species were documented at the Coral Ocean Point golf course east pond: 23 
wood sandpiper, black-winged stilt (Himantopus himantopus), tattler sp. (Tringa sp.), black-tailed godwit 24 
(Limosa limosa), Mariana common moorhen, common greenshank (Tringa nebularia), common 25 
sandpiper (Actitis hypoleucos), yellow bittern, and marsh sandpiper (Tringa stagnatilis).  Six species were 26 
documented at the golf course west pond: Pacific golden plover (Pluvialis dominica), wood sandpiper, 27 
both white and dark morphs of the Pacific reef heron (Egretta sacra), yellow bittern, tattler sp., and 28 
common sandpiper. 29 

During the 2012 surveys, biologists located a black noddy rookery near GSN.  The rookery was 30 
approximately 205 m (675 feet) south of the proposed bulk fuel storage area, 195 m (640 feet) south of 31 
the proposed operational fuel tanks and hydrant system, 440 m (1,115 feet) northwest of the proposed 32 
maintenance facility, and 305 m (1,000 feet) north of the proposed west parking apron.  There were more 33 
than 60 noddy nests located mostly in a large Casuarina tree with some in an adjacent flame tree.  Most 34 
of the nests were active at the time of the surveys.  There were also numerous white terns flying around 35 
the rookery.  It was not determined whether the terns were nesting in the area.    36 

In November 2005, a biologist from the U.S. Department of Agriculture, Wildlife Services, conducted an 37 
initial onsite assessment of wildlife hazards at GSN.  Wildlife Services personnel determined the primary 38 
threats to aviation safety at GSN included cattle egrets, intermediate egrets, Pacific golden plovers, 39 
whimbrel (Numenius phaeopus), ruddy turnstones (Arenaria interpres), island collared doves, white terns, 40 
black noddy, and brown noddy (Anous stolidus).  Other birds present that could pose a slightly lower risk 41 
to aviation safety included feral pigeons (Columbia livia), yellow bitterns, black-winged stilts, collared 42 
kingfishers, Micronesian starlings, and Eurasian tree sparrows (Passer montanus) (USDA 2008).  43 

Mammals.  The only mammals incidentally observed during the 2011 vegetation mapping and 2012 avian 44 
survey were rats (Rattus sp.), house shrews (Suncus murinus), and feral cats.  No Mariana fruit bats or 45 
optimal roosting or foraging habitat for that species were found during those surveys.  46 
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 1 

Figure 4-2.  Areas surveyed at GSN in 2012 2 
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Reptiles and Amphibians.  Green anoles (Anolis carolinensis), Pacific blue-tailed skinks (Emoia 1 
caeruleocauda), green tree skinks (Lamprolipis smaragdina), and curious skinks (Carlia fusca) were 2 
incidentally observed during the 2011vegetation mapping and 2012 avian surveys.  Only one amphibian, 3 
the marine toad (Rhinella marina), was observed in the area.  [Note:  Rhinella is a subgenus of the genus 4 
Bufo.  Rhinella marina and Bufo marina are both currently used synonymously.]  Focused reptile surveys 5 
were not conducted and it is likely that additional native and nonnative gecko and skink species are 6 
present in the area.  7 

Invertebrates.  The following species of butterfly were noted during surveys.  Eggflies (Hypolimnas sp.), 8 
including blue moon and guardian, were frequently observed flying within and along the edge of 9 
tangantangan forest.  The blue-banded king crow (Euploea eunice), common grass blue (Zizina hylax), 10 
large grass yellow (Eurema blanda), lemon migrant (Catopsilia pomona), cycad blue butterfly (Chilades 11 
pandava), and common mormon (Papilio polytes) were also observed on mowed edges of the 12 
tangantangan forest.   13 

4.3 Surveys for Nightingale Reed-Warblers 14 

Surveys were conducted for the nightingale reed-warbler to the north and south of the GSN runway 15 
following the protocol developed by the USFWS (USFWS 2009c).  As specified by that protocol, one or 16 
two experienced observers walked designated line transects actively listening and watching for 17 
nightingale reed-warblers (MES 2012).  All reed-warbler detections were plotted onto project site maps 18 
that were carried in the field.  Playback recordings were not used to elicit responses.  All surveys were 19 
conducted between 0600 and 1000 hours and 1630 hours to sunset.  Survey results were used to 20 
determine the number of territories found on the project site.  For this report, territories were defined as 21 
areas where singing male reed-warbler detections were concentrated and then further delineated with 22 
detections of males singing simultaneously.  23 

Ten protocol surveys for nightingale reed-warblers were conducted between 21 January and 29 March 24 
2012 in areas to the north of the GSN runway where the USAF proposes to develop facilities, and to the 25 
south of the runway in the area of the proposed munitions storage facility (see Figure 4-2).  Eight 26 
nightingale reed-warbler territories were detected within the area surveyed north of the GSN runway 27 
(see Figure 4-3).  No reed-warblers were detected to the south of the runway.   28 

4.4 Surveys for Common Moorhens 29 

The only ponds or other potentially suitable habitat for the Mariana common moorhen within or near 30 
GSN are the water catchment basin located north of the GSN runway and two artificial ponds west and 31 
northwest of the runway on the Coral Ocean Point golf course (see Figure 4-2).  Nine line transect 32 
surveys were conducted around the entire perimeter of the water catchment basin and golf course ponds 33 
between 28 January and 24 March 2012 to detect moorhens and other avian species (MES 2012).  34 
Playback recordings were not used during those surveys to elicit responses from moorhens. 35 

No moorhens were detected at the GSN water catchment basin or the golf course pond to the northwest of 36 
GSN (labeled west pond on Figure 4-2).  A single adult moorhen was seen at the east golf course pond on 37 
25 February and 4, 10, and 17 March.  That pond has an impervious lining that inhibits the growth of 38 
shoreline emergent vegetation.  The moorhen was seen along the southeastern, southwestern, and 39 
northeastern shorelines, and was observed roosting in and taking cover under a Bougainvillea spectabilis 40 
plant along the northeastern shoreline.   41 
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 1 

Figure 4-3.  Nightingale Reed-Warbler Territories Detected within Surveyed Areas at GSN, 2 
January–April 2012  3 
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Two reconnaissance-level surveys also were conducted in the tangantangan forests east and west of the 1 
GSN runways (see Figure 4-2).  More extensive protocol surveys were not conducted in those areas 2 
because the USAF does not plan to develop facilities within, or otherwise directly disturb, those forested 3 
areas.  One singing male was detected west of the runway during one of those surveys.  4 

Moorhens have been detected at the east golf course pond since about 2001 during surveys conducted by 5 
or for the CNMI Division of Fish and Wildlife (Paul Radley, CNMI Division of Fish and Wildlife, 6 
personal communication, March 26, 2012). 7 
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5. Effects of the Action 1 

As described in Section 1.2, the USAF has determined that plans to establish divert capabilities at GSN 2 
and conduct divert activities and exercises on Saipan would have no affect on the Mariana fruit bat and 3 
Micronesian megapode.  These decisions were based on the lack of suitable habitat for those threatened 4 
and endangered species near GSN, and effects on those species are not further discussed here.   5 

5.1 Nightingale Reed-Warbler  6 

Development and construction of facilities and infrastructure at GSN to support divert landings, periodic 7 
exercises, and humanitarian assistance and disaster relief would result in the loss and degradation of 8 
habitat for nightingale reed-warblers, and noise from those construction activities could temporarily 9 
disrupt the behavior of reed-warblers living adjacent to construction areas.  Noise, human activity, and 10 
other disturbances during implementation of ground and air activities, aircraft support activities, and other 11 
airfield ground activities could also temporarily disrupt the behavior of nightingale reed-warblers in areas 12 
surrounding GSN.  Transportation of equipment and personnel from Guam and other locations could 13 
result in the introduction of invasive species into Saipan, including the brown treesnake; the USAF would 14 
continue to implement practices to prevent the transport and release of brown treesnakes and other 15 
invasive species.  16 

5.1.1 Impacts During Construction  17 

Development of all proposed facilities would require the disturbance of up to about 24 ha (59 ac) at GSN 18 
and 2 ha (4 ac) at the Port of Saipan.  In part to minimize impacts on nightingale reed-warblers, the USAF 19 
plans to locate most of their facilities in existing developed areas or areas that are currently mowed or 20 
otherwise periodically disturbed (see Table 5-1).  However, because of the requirements to site some 21 
facilities in specific locations (such as parking ramps next to the taxiway), and because of the lack of 22 
cleared areas north of the existing GSN facilities, about 4.5 ha (11.0 ac) of tangantangan forest would be 23 
disturbed to develop and construct all proposed facilities (see Table 5-1).   24 

The following evaluation of potential impacts on nightingale reed-warbler territories is based on the 25 
assumption that all proposed facilities will be developed.  It is important to note that the USAF might not 26 
develop all facilities, and the impacts on nightingale reed-warbler, and associated required mitigation, 27 
could be less than that described.  The following criteria in the SUMB Programmatic Biological Opinion 28 
(USFWS 2008a) was used to determine whether nightingale reed-warbler territories would be directly or 29 
indirectly affected.  30 

 “Direct effects include clearing of vegetation or otherwise destroying a territory.  If 29 percent or 31 
more of a territory is cleared or otherwise destroyed, then the entire territory will be considered 32 
destroyed.  If less than 29 percent of a territory is cleared or otherwise destroyed, then only that 33 
portion of the territory will be considered directly affected and the remaining portion will be 34 
considered indirectly affected.”  35 

  “Habitat will be considered indirectly affected when the remaining portion of a territory where 36 
less than 29 percent is cleared of vegetation; or any portion of an adjacent nightingale 37 
reed-warbler territory would be subject to increased risk from nonnative invasive plant or animal 38 
access to habitat, feral ungulate access to habitat, predators…, human intrusion, erosion, or fire 39 
risk due to implementation of the proposed project.”  40 
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Table 5-1.  Amount of Vegetation Communities to be Removed 1 
for Construction of All Proposed Facilities at GSN (hectares [acres]) 2 

Facility Tangantangan 
Forest 

Mowed 
Field Park Agriculture/ 

Grazing 
Disturbed/
Unmowed 

Runway extension (west)  –  1.7  (4.3) – – – 

Runway extension (east) –  1.9  (4.6) – – – 

Parking apron and ramp (west) –  4.4 (10.8) – – – 

Parking apron and ramp (east)  2.6  (6.5)  2.0  (4.9) – – – 

Hangar  0.3  (0.8) – – – – 

Temporary Munitions Storage 
Area 

– – – 0.4 (1.0) – 

Hazardous cargo pad and 
arm/disarm Pad  0.4  (1.0)  1.2  (2.9) – –  0.2  (0.6) 

Maintenance facility  0.04 (0.1) – – – – 

Billeting (BEAR) site – –  5.0 (12.3) – – 

Operational fuel tanks and 
hydrant system –   1.3  (3.2) –  0.3  (0.7) 

Bulk fuel storage  1.1  (2.6) –  0.04 (0.1) –  0.9  (2.3) 

Port of Saipan fuel receipt and 
storage 

– – – –  1.8  (4.4) 

Total (acres)  4.5 (11.0)  11.1 (27.5)  6.3 (15.6) 0.4 (1.0)  3.2  (8.0) 
 

 “Where indirect effects can be minimized on-site, a buffer zone or fences will be used, as 3 
appropriate. … An on-site buffer zone should be a minimum depth of 50 m [160 feet] from the 4 
edge of the construction to the nearest nest otherwise that nest and territory will be considered 5 
directly impacted.”  6 

Eight nightingale reed-warbler territories were detected during 10 surveys conducted from 22 January to 7 
27 March 2012 (see Figure 5-1 and Table 5-2).  Reed-warblers were detected in most territories 8 
throughout the survey period; however, they were detected in territory 5 from 11 February to 10 March 9 
and in Territory 8 from 22 to 24 March (MES 2012).  The area used by reed-warblers within those 10 
territories during the surveys was calculated by measuring the minimum-sized convex polygon 11 
encompassing all observations.  Some of the areas used by reed-warblers during the survey period were 12 
small compared to average territory size of about 4 hectares (10 acres) or larger reported by Mosher 13 
(2006; USFWS 2010b).  Only two detections occurred within territory 8; thus, the area used within that 14 
territory was not calculated.  15 

Construction of the east parking ramp would require the clearing of about 2.6 ha (6.5 ac) of tangantangan 16 
forest, including 53 percent of the area used in territory 6 (see Figure 5-1).  The breeding birds in that 17 
territory would be displaced, and those birds likely would not survive or would have reduced reproductive 18 
success.  19 
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 1 

Figure 5-1.  Proposed Project Facilities and Nightingale Reed-Warbler Territories 2 
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Table 5-2.  Nightingale Reed-Warbler Territories at GSN, 2012 1 

Territory Size – Hectares 
(acres) 

Distance to Nearest  
Proposed Facility – Meters 

Nearest Proposed 
Facility 

% 
Disturbed

1 2.5 (6.1) 70 Billeting 0 
2 2.8 (7.0) 37 Bulk fuel tanks 0 
3 3.8 (9.3) 12 Bulk fuel tanks 0 
4 1.9 (4.6) 168 Maintenance building 0 
5 0.2 (0.6) 213 Hanger 0 
6 1.5 (3.8) 0 East parking apron 53 
7 0.8 (2.1) 70 Hanger 0 
8 n/a 335 Hot cargo pad 0 

 

Construction of the east parking ramp would require the clearing of about 2.6 ha (6.5 ac) of tangantangan 2 
forest, including 53 percent of the area used in territory 6 (see Figure 5-1).  The breeding birds in that 3 
territory would be displaced, and those birds likely would not survive or would have reduced reproductive 4 
success.  5 

The bulk fuel storage tanks would be installed adjacent to the areas used within territories 2 and 3 (see 6 
Figure 5-1).  Over half of the 2.1-ha (5.0-ac) site where the fuel tanks would be installed, including the 7 
southern portion closest to habitat used by reed-warblers in those territories, was cleared and used as a 8 
materials storage area temporarily during excavation of the GSN detention basin.  Because a portion of 9 
that site has been cleared, and the remaining vegetated area does not appear to be used, or is used 10 
infrequently, by nightingale reed-warblers, there would be no direct effects on those territories.  However, 11 
as suggested by the USFWS (2006b) for other construction activities at GSN, noise, human activities, 12 
lights, and other disturbances associated with the construction and operation of the fuel storage system 13 
could indirectly adversely affect nightingale reed-warblers in those territories by disrupting or modifying 14 
their behavior, further degrading nearby nesting or foraging habitat, causing an increase in predation, or 15 
otherwise causing a decrease in reproductive output.  Because there would be no loss of habitat within 16 
those territories, and because a portion of the bulk fuel storage area already has been cleared, it is likely 17 
that the territories would persist.  As evidence of this likelihood, two territories that were predicted to be 18 
directly affected by construction of the GSN detention basin (USFWS 2006b) persisted during 19 
construction of that facility, and nightingale reed-warblers were detected in those areas as territories 5 and 20 
7 in 2012 (see Figure 5-1).  21 

The other five territories would be separated from facilities by a buffer of tangantangan forest of more 22 
than 50 m (164 feet) (see Table 5-2), and thus would not be directly or indirectly affected, or would be 23 
minimally affected, by construction.  The nearest observations in two of those territories (1 and 7) were 24 
about 70 m (230 feet) from the edge of a facility, but the majority of the detections in those territories 25 
were more than 150 m (500 feet) from areas that would be disturbed.  The other three territories would be 26 
separated from proposed facility locations by a buffer of 150 to more than 300 m (550 to more than 27 
1,000 feet).  As shown in Figure 5-1, nightingale reed-warblers occur at GSN in close proximity to 28 
disturbed areas with ongoing human presence; therefore, territories located at such large distances from 29 
the facilities would not be affected by facility construction.  30 
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5.1.2 Impacts During Implementation 1 

As further described in Section 2.2, after completion of construction, the USAF would use GSN 2 
periodically and temporarily for divert landings and takeoffs, joint military exercises, airlift staging for 3 
humanitarian assistance and disaster relief, and other activities.  All activities would be conducted within 4 
existing disturbed and developed areas and would not result in any additional habitat loss.   5 

During implementation of the project, nightingale reed-warblers living at and near GSN, including those 6 
occurring in the tangantangan forests to the east and west of the runway, could be adversely affected by 7 
an increase in noise, lighting at night, and human activities during divert activities and exercises.  To 8 
ensure that nightingale reed-warblers are not disturbed during activities and exercises, personnel would be 9 
restricted to the developed facilities at GSN and would be briefed on that and other requirements for the 10 
protection of nightingale reed-warblers and other listed species.  In addition, if personnel are to be billeted 11 
at GSN, the location of the BEAR facility would be temporarily fenced in part to keep personnel away 12 
from nightingale reed-warbler habitat.  13 

The increase in takeoffs and landings of large aircraft at GSN could cause more birds at GSN to be struck 14 
and killed by aircraft.  However, nightingale reed-warblers nest and forage in dense vegetation 15 
(Craig 1992, USFWS 1998b) and therefore are unlikely to be struck by military or other aircraft taking off 16 
from, or landing at GSN.   17 

The periodic increase in frequency and intensity of noise from military operating during military exercises 18 
at GSN has the potential to adversely affect nightingale reed-warblers living adjacent to or near GSN.  On 19 
average, about 13 large aircraft (e.g., 747-200 and 767-300 commercial aircraft), and 126 smaller aircraft 20 
currently arrive or depart daily at GSN (USAF 2012, Section 3.1.2.1), and nightingale reed-warblers and 21 
other animals living below the flight paths at GSN are exposed to noise from those takeoffs and landings 22 
year round.  During military exercises, which might occur at GSN as many as 8 weeks per year, up to 23 
about 72 additional takeoffs and landings by large aircraft such as the KC-135 and smaller jet aircraft 24 
such as the F-18 or F-22 could occur on a very busy day.   25 

To compare the sound levels generated by those aircraft, sound energy level per aircraft type was 26 
estimated at 1,000 feet from the end of the runway during takeoff.  Sound energy level is calculated as the 27 
sum of sound energy over the duration of a noise event (such as a flyover) and represents an equivalent 28 
noise event with a one-second duration.  Because the energy level is normalized to one second, it is higher 29 
than the maximum sound level for that event.  The actual sound level will vary depending on power 30 
setting, accent and decent angle, weather, and other factors.  Sound levels are reported here in units of 31 
A-weighted decibel (dBA), which is weighted by the ability of humans to hear various sound frequencies, 32 
and is used to characterize sound levels that can be sensed by the human ear.  The auditory sensitivity of 33 
birds to sound frequencies differ from those of humans; however, because there is no standard or 34 
commonly used measure that characterizes sound levels sensed by birds, results are reported in dBA, 35 
which is measured on a logarithmic scale. 36 

 The estimated sound energy level of a B-747 commercial aircraft during takeoff at 1,000 feet is 106.3 37 
dBA.  The sound energy level of a KC-135 (103.9 dBA) and F-16 (109.1 dBA) is similar, and the sound 38 
energy level of an F-22 is higher (122.6 dBA).   39 

To evaluate the potential cumulative increase in noise levels that would occur during planned joint 40 
military exercises or other unit-level exercises, the USAF modeled and reported in the Draft EIS 41 
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(USAF 2012, Section 4.1.1.2) day-night average sound levels (DNL) for three noise-level scenarios, with 1 
the following type and mix of aircraft (cargo versus fighter) for each scenario.   2 

 Low scenario—12 KC-135  3 
 Medium scenario—6 KC-135, 8 F-16, and 4 F-22 4 
 High scenario—12 F-16 and 12 F-22. 5 

To model an average busy day for each scenario, it was estimated that all aircraft would complete 4 6 
operations per day (2 arrivals and 2 departures) during military exercises.  See the Draft EIS (USAF 2012, 7 
Section 4.1.1.2) for other assumptions used in the calculations.  8 

Figures 5-2 through 5-4 show predicted DNL contours for the low, medium, and high scenarios, 9 
respectively (USAF 2012, Section 4.1.1.2), and Figure 5-5 shows a closer view of the predicted noise 10 
surrounding GSN for the medium scenario.  As shown in the figures, there would be an increase in sound 11 
levels in the areas surrounding GSN on days when exercises are held there.  For example, at Coral Ocean 12 
Point Golf Course the predicted sound levels on a busy day are 69, 78, and 83 dBA DNL for the low, 13 
medium, and high scenarios, respectively, compared to a current estimated annual average sound level of 14 
63 dBA DNL at that location.  Note that the USAF is discussing with its cooperating agencies and the 15 
Commonwealth Port Authority potential mitigation measures to reduce the effects of noise on the 16 
surrounding area, and would present those measures in the Final EIS.  Based upon operational restrictions 17 
agreed upon and implemented by the USAF, it is anticipated that noise levels on Saipan would be reduced 18 
during training exercises; hence, the noise levels reported here and in the Draft EIS are considered a 19 
“worst case” scenario and the USAF anticipates that the noise levels to be reported in the Final EIS would 20 
be less than reported here.  21 

Reviews of the effects of sound on animals are available (see Dufour 1980, Manci et al. 1988, Larkin et 22 
al. 1996, Efroymson et al. 2000, Kaesloo and Tyson 2004), and studies referenced in those reviews have 23 
documented that chronic exposure to continuous high sound levels (e.g., traffic, construction) and 24 
exposure to high sound energy impulses (e.g., sonic booms, aircraft overflight) can cause physical 25 
damage and hearing impairment; physiological effects; and changes in behavior, habitat use, and possibly 26 
reproduction.  Efroymson et al. (2000) describe a framework for conducting ecological risk assessments 27 
of low-altitude overflights of military aircraft on wildlife, but concluded that there is insufficient 28 
information available to apply the risk assessment methodologies to songbirds.  29 

Exposure to high sound levels can cause physical damage to the ear, which can result in temporary or 30 
permanent hearing loss (Dufour 1980).  Studies of sound levels that can cause hearing impairment have 31 
been conducted on laboratory and domestic animals, primarily mammals, but few studies of impacts on 32 
birds, especially song birds, have been conducted.  Larkin et al. (1996) described laboratory studies 33 
documenting that long-term exposure of canaries (Serinus canaria domesticus) to sound at 95 to 100 dB, 34 
and exposure of budgerigars (Melopsittacus undulatus) to impulse sound with a peak energy level of 169 35 
dB, caused an increase in hearing threshold (i.e., the minimum level at which sound can be detected).  36 
However, these results might be of limited value for understanding whether the hearing of nightingale 37 
reed-warblers would be adversely affected by military jets, as there are substantial differences in the 38 
auditory sensitivity to intensity and frequency of sound among species (Dufour 1980, Larkin et al. 1996).  39 
Nightingale reed-warblers currently are exposed to sound from commercial jets that are similar in 40 
intensity to most military aircraft proposed to be used at GSN, but some aircraft, such as the F-22, are 41 
substantially louder, and the frequency of exposure to loud aircraft would be greater during military 42 
exercises.  Male nightingale reed-warblers use calls to defend territories (Craig 1992) and probably to 43 
attract mates; therefore, temporary or permanent hearing loss could cause a decrease in reproductive 44 
fitness.  Hearing impairment could also result in other adverse effects, such as an increase in mortality if 45 
reed-warblers could not hear approaching predators.   46 
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 1 

Figure 5-2.  Low Scenario Predicted DNL Noise Contours (dBA) During a Military Exercise at 2 
GSN (USAF 2012) 3 
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 1 
Figure 5-3.  Medium Scenario Predicted DNL Noise Contours (dBA) During a Military Exercise at 2 

GSN (USAF 2012) 3 
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 1 
Figure 5-4.  High Scenario Predicted DNL Noise Contours (dBA) During a Military Exercise at 2 

GSN (USAF 2012) 3 
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 1 

Figure 5-5.  Predicted DNL Noise Contours (dBA) During a Military Exercise at GSN 2 
(medium scenario in USAF 2012) 3 
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Exposure to loud noises can also cause physiological changes in animals, such as an increase in blood 1 
pressure and heart rate, changes in blood chemistry, and changes in digestive and respiratory functions.  2 
Numerous studies of the physiological response of mammals to noise have been conducted (see reviews 3 
by Dufour 1980, Manci et al. 1988, Larkin et al. 1996), but no studies have been done to measure the 4 
physiological response of wild songbirds to noise, or to evaluate the long-term consequences of those 5 
physiological changes on the survival or reproductive fitness of wild animals.   6 

The most likely, detectable response of nightingale reed-warblers to an increase in takeoffs and landings 7 
of loud aircraft, and to other noises at GSN, might be a temporary or permanent change in behavior.  8 
Birds have been documented to abandon nests temporarily or permanently, avoid areas, and otherwise 9 
modify their behavior in response to noise.  Efroymson et al. (2000) summarize more than 40 studies or 10 
observations of the response of raptors and waterbirds to overflights.  Responses varied substantially, 11 
with some birds flushing or otherwise reacting in response to aircraft passing more than 1 km (0.6 miles) 12 
away, but many birds not reacting, even in response to overflights closer than 100 m (330 feet).  The 13 
response to overflights can vary with season or timing of nesting, and probably also in response to 14 
numerous other factors.  For example, Mexican spotted owls (Strix occidentalis lucida)  were less likely 15 
to flush in response to noise early during nesting than later during the nesting season, but flush response 16 
did not differ between the nesting and non-nesting season (Delany et al. 1999).  Awbrey and Hunsaker 17 
(1997) and Hunsaker et al (2007) documented a weak correlation between noise levels and number of 18 
nesting attempts by coastal California gnatcatchers at Naval Air Station Miramar, but concluded that 19 
noise from fixed-wing military aircraft and helicopters had no measurable effect on reproductive success. 20 
Flushing from nests or other changes in behavior could have an effect on reproduction or survival.  For 21 
example, a sooty tern (Onychoprion fuscatus) colony had 99 percent nest failure in a year when low-22 
flying, supersonic aircraft frequently flew over the colony; nest failure might have been, in part, due to 23 
damage to eggs as females rapidly left their nests (Manci et al. 1988).   24 

Birds and other wildlife have been documented to become habituated to aircraft overflights and other 25 
noises after continuous or frequent exposure.  For example, red-tailed hawks (Buteo jamaicansis) that 26 
were previously exposed to helicopters exhibited less response than hawks that had not been previously 27 
exposed (Andersen et al. 1989).  Habituation also has been frequently noted when using noise-making 28 
devices to scare birds away from crops or airfields (Larkin et al. 1999, Efroymson et al. 2000).  29 
Nightingale reed-warblers living near GSN are exposed to numerous takeoffs and landings of commercial 30 
jets daily and those birds, therefore, might not react in as strenuous a manner as unhabituated birds to the 31 
infrequent and temporary increase in noise from divert activities and exercises.  32 

Loud noises can also mask other sounds that are important to birds, such as territorial calls or the sounds 33 
of approaching predators (Larkin et al 1996, Kaesloo and Tyson 2004).  Because the noise from military 34 
aircraft at GSN would be of short duration, most takeoffs and landings should not adversely affect 35 
nightingale reed-warblers in this manner.  However, if numerous aircraft take off and land over a short 36 
period, nightingale reed-warblers might not be able to hear territorial calls or other sounds for an extended 37 
period.   38 

In summary, nightingale reed-warbler would be exposed to high sound levels when military aircraft take 39 
off and land during exercises at GSN, which would occur up to 8 weeks per year.  Those birds currently 40 
are exposed to noise from commercial jets that are of similar or lower intensity than that of the military 41 
aircraft that would operate at GSN.  Similar disturbances and noise levels have caused other birds to flush 42 
or leave their nests, and resulted in other adverse consequences.  However, there is insufficient 43 
information available to determine how nightingale reed-warblers at GSN would react to the increase in 44 
frequency of loud overflights, and the increase in sound intensity during some of those overflights.  In 45 
addition, other than to generalize that nightingale reed-warblers with territories near GSN and directly 46 

Final Divert EIS Appendix B 
B-51



Biological Assessment for Divert Activities and Exercises 
 

 

HQ PACAF, Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam, HI August 2012 
5-12 

under the flight paths are more likely to be affected than birds living farther away, it is not possible to 1 
specify where or how many territories might be affected by an increase in operations of loud aircraft.  2 

To mitigate for the impacts of noise and indirect impacts on nightingale reed-warblers that will occur 3 
during the implementation phase of this project, the USAF will purchase credits or otherwise fund 4 
conservation activities at the SUMB conservation area as required in the SUMB Biological Opinion.   5 

5.1.3 Invasive Species  6 

The USFWS lists predation by introduced species as one of the two main threats to the recovery of 7 
nightingale reed-warblers, and states that establishment of the brown treesnake on Saipan would result in 8 
the extirpation of that bird, as occurred on Guam (USFWS 2010b).  9 

Brown treesnakes and other invasive species could be released into Saipan when personnel and equipment 10 
are transported from Guam and other locations for construction of facilities and during divert events and 11 
exercises.  To prevent this from happening, the USAF would continue their ongoing program of 12 
interdicting the transport of invasive species in the Mariana Islands.  As further described in Section 2.4, 13 
this would include the following:  14 

 Developing and implementing a Hazard Analysis and Critical Control Point Plan during 15 
construction and maintenance and operation of facilities at GSN and the Port of Saipan 16 

 Inspecting outgoing aircraft, equipment, and materials from Guam with trained quarantine 17 
officers and dog detection teams 18 

 Use existing or new, temporary or permanent, snake-free quarantine areas on Saipan for 19 
inspection of cargo traveling from Guam to Saipan when applicable.  Those areas will be subject 20 
to (1) multiple day and night searches with appropriately trained interdiction canine teams that 21 
meet performance standards, (2) snake trapping, and (3) visual inspections for snakes.    22 

 Implementing other interdiction and control requirements in the applicable Biological Opinions 23 
(e.g., USFWS 2006a, 2010a) and associated implementing instructions for training exercises in 24 
the Mariana Islands including but not limited to the procedures in JTREGMARIANAS 25 
Instruction 5090.4 for inspection of equipment and gear.  26 

5.1.4 Cumulative Effects 27 

Reasonably foreseeable future activities that might occur on Saipan are described in Section 5.1 of the 28 
EIS for Divert Activities and Exercises, Guam and Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands 29 
(USAF 2012).  Future Commonwealth or private activities that are reasonably certain to occur within the 30 
action area include road development and widening; geothermal, solar, and other energy production; 31 
improvement and expansion of water, wastewater, power, and other public works systems; and 32 
development of commercial, residential, medical, and other facilities.  Those activities, along with the 33 
USAF proposal to clear 4.5 ha (11.0 ac) of tangantangan forest to develop infrastructure at GSN, would 34 
contribute to the cumulative loss of habitat for the nightingale reed-warbler on Saipan.  Those activities 35 
would also cause an increase in noise during construction, habitat degradation, other indirect impacts that 36 
would cumulatively adversely affect nightingale reed-warblers and possibly other ESA protected species 37 
on Saipan.  38 
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5.2 Mariana Common Moorhen 1 

A single Mariana common moorhen was observed during four of nine surveys of the east golf course 2 
pond, which is about 0.9 km (0.6 mi) southwest of GSN.  That pond has an impervious liner that prevents 3 
the establishment of shoreline emergent vegetation and the surrounding vegetation is mowed or 4 
maintained for operation of the golf course.  Moorhens nest in wetlands with emergent vegetation 5 
USFWS (1992), and it is, therefore, unlikely that moorhens nest at that pond.  No moorhens were seen at 6 
the two other surface waters surveyed near GSN (see Section 4.4).  7 

During planned joint military exercises or other unit-level exercises, any moorhens located at the golf 8 
course pond would be exposed to more frequent takeoffs or landing of aircraft.  Sound levels from those 9 
aircraft would be similar to or louder than the commercial jets at GSN.  Noise from the take-off and 10 
landing of those aircraft might cause Mariana common moorhens using that or other surface waters near 11 
GSN to temporarily disrupt their behavior.  However, because any bird using those ponds would be 12 
habituated to frequent noise from current operations at GSN, and because the increase in noise from 13 
divert activities and exercises would be infrequent, it is very unlikely that Mariana common moorhen 14 
would avoid the use of those ponds.   15 

Because (1) the surface waters near GSN are marginal habitat that are used temporarily by moorhens, 16 
(2) birds there likely are habituated to noise from current operations at GSN, (3) any increase in noise 17 
from divert activities and exercises would be temporary and infrequent, and (4) the ongoing program for 18 
interdicting the transport of brown treesnakes and other invasive species in the Mariana Islands would be 19 
implemented for this project (see Section 2.4), the USAF concludes that any adverse impacts would be 20 
temporary and insignificant, and that developing divert capabilities and conducting divert activities and 21 
exercises at GSN may affect, but are unlikely to adversely affect, Mariana common moorhens. 22 

5.3 Mariana Swiftlet 23 

Mariana swiftlets nest in caves located in central Saipan (Cruz et al. 2008) and favor ridge crests and 24 
open, grassy areas for foraging (USFWS 1991).  No swiftlets were detected during bird surveys 25 
conducted at GSN during 2012, and the nearest cave used by these birds for roosting and nesting is more 26 
than 3 km (2 mi) north of GSN (MES 2012).  27 

The clearing of up to 4.5 ha (11.0 ac) of second-growth forest for this project would have an insignificant 28 
adverse effect on the availability of foraging habitat for this species because tangantangan forest is 29 
common in the area and is not preferred foraging habitat.  In addition, any adverse effect would be offset 30 
by the benefit of long-term protection of forest habitat in the SUMB that would be funded by the 31 
Air Force to compensate for the loss of nightingale reed-warbler habitat.  The possibility of a swiftlet 32 
being harmed by aircraft during divert activities and exercises is discountable because the area is distant 33 
from nesting caves, the second-growth forests at the end of the runways are not preferred foraging habitat, 34 
and swiftlets likely avoid the busy airspace around GSN.  For these reasons, the USAF concludes that 35 
developing divert capabilities and conducting divert activities and exercises at GSN may affect, but are 36 
not likely to adversely affect, Mariana swiftlets.  37 

5.4 Green Sea Turtles 38 

Up to 18 green sea turtles nests have been found annually on Saipan since 1999 (Kolinski et al. 2001, 39 
Maison et al. 2010).  Nesting habitat for this species would not be directly affected by this project.  40 
However, green sea turtles nesting on beaches of southern Saipan, and hatchling turtles moving from 41 
nests to the ocean, could be temporarily exposed to noise from military aircraft participating in divert 42 
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activities or exercises (DON 2010).  Exposure to elevated noise levels would be brief (seconds) and, with 1 
the exception of emergency divert landings and associated take-offs, would occur over a period of no 2 
more than 8 weeks of the year.  Any behavioral avoidance reaction would be short-term and would not 3 
permanently displace sea turtles or result in physical harm.  Noise from take-offs and landing would not 4 
result in chronic stress because it is unlikely that individual sea turtles would be repeatedly exposed to 5 
low-altitude overflights.  Therefore, any effects would be insignificant and would not be sufficient to 6 
harm or harass sea turtles, and the USAF concludes that developing divert capabilities and conducting 7 
divert activities and exercises at GSN may affect, but are not likely to adversely affect, green sea turtles in 8 
terrestrial environments.  9 
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6. Conclusions 1 

Based on the description of the project in Section 2 of this BA and further described in the associated EIS 2 
(USAF 2012), the status of species and environmental baseline described in Sections 3 and 4, and the 3 
analysis of impacts in Section 5, the USAF concludes the following about the potential impacts on 4 
threatened and endangered species from developing divert capabilities and conducting divert activities 5 
and exercises at GSN.  6 

 The proposed project will have no affect on Mariana fruit bat and Micronesian megapodes 7 

 The proposed project may affect, but is unlikely to adversely affect, the Mariana common 8 
moorhen, Mariana swiftlet, and nesting green sea turtle 9 

 The proposed project may affect, and is likely to adversely affect, the nightingale reed-warbler. 10 
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Formal Consultation for Divert Activities and Exercises at the Saipan International Airport, 

Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands 

 

August 20, 2013 

Subject:    Corrections made to Divert Biological Opinion (2012‐F‐0445) after signing 

 

1.  Page 11 (Brown Treesnake Interdiction and Control), paragraph 1, 1st sentence:   Reference to "Public 
Law 110‐417, [Division A], title III, Section 316, October 14,2008, 122 Statute 4410" should instead read 
"122 Statute 4356."   
 
2.  Page 11 (Brown Treesnake Interdiction and Control), paragraph 1, 2nd sentence:  This text refers to 
JRM Instruction 5090.4 which is a draft instruction at this time.  The applicable instructions are 
COMNAVMARIANASINST 5090.10A and 36 Wing Instruction 32‐7004. 
 
3.  Page 13 cites a DOD Instruction 5090.10A.  This should instead read COMNAVMARIANASINST 
5090.10A.   
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USAF Letter to USFWS Requesting Concurrence with the Not Likely to  
Adversely to Affect Determination for Nesting Green and Hawksbill Sea Turtles, 

July 8, 2015
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USFWS Letter to USAF Concurring with the Not Likely to Adversely to Affect Determination for 
Nesting Green and Hawksbill Sea Turtles, and that the Modified Saipan Alternative is Within 

Scope of the 2012 Divert BO  
October 30, 2015 
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USAF letter to NMFS Requesting Concurrence with Not Likely to  
Adversely to Affect Determination for Marine Species, 

October 3, 2012
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NMFS Response Letter to USAF Stating Concurrence with the Not Likely to  
Adversely to Affect Determination for Marine Species, 
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USAF Letter to NMFS Requesting Concurrence with the Not Likely to  
Adversely to Affect Determination for Listed Corals, 

January 2016 
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NMFS Letter to USAF Concurring with the Not Likely to  
Adversely to Affect Determination for Listed Corals and the Scalloped Hammerhead Shark, 

March 2016 
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USAF Letter to NMFS Requesting Essential Fish Habitat Consultation, 
March 2016

 



 
Final Divert EIS Appendix B 

B-166 

 



 
Final Divert EIS Appendix B 

B-167 

 



 
Final Divert EIS Appendix B 

B-168 

 



 

 

ESSENTIAL FISH HABITAT ASSESSMENT   

FOR DIVERT ACTIVITIES AND EXERCISES,  

COMMONWEALTH OF THE NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS 
 

 

 

 

 

 

HEADQUARTERS PACIFIC AIR FORCES (HQ PACAF) 
JOINT BASE PEARL HARBOR-HICKAM, HAWAI‘I  96853-5233  

 

 

 

 

 

MARCH 2016 

  

Final Divert EIS Appendix B 
B-169



 

 

Final Divert EIS Appendix B 
B-170



 

ABBREVIATIONS AND ACRONYMS 

API American Petroleum Institute  

ATCT air traffic control tower 

bbl barrel 

BMP best management practice 

CFR Code of Federal Regulations 

cm/sec centimeters per second 

CNMI Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands 

DOD Department of Defense 

EFH Essential Fish Habitat 

EIS Environmental Impact Statement 

ETL Engineering Technical Letter 

FAA Federal Aviation Administration 

FRP Facility Response Plan 

ft2 square feet 

LID low-impact development 

MSFCMA Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act 

NMFS National Marine Fisheries Service 

NPDES National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System 

PIRO HCD Pacific Islands Regional Office Habitat Conservation Division 

POL petroleum, oil, and lubricants 

SPCC Spill Prevention Control and Countermeasures 

SWPPP Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan 

TSS total suspended solids 

USAF U.S. Air Force  

USEPA U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

WQv water quality volume 
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1. Introduction 
This  Assessment has been prepared by the U.S. Air Force (USAF) to evaluate the potential 
effects on Essential Fish Habitat (EFH) from developing facilities and conducting divert activities 
and exercises at the Tinian International Airport and Tinian seaport in the Commonwealth of the 
Northern Mariana Islands (CNMI) (“Divert project”).  This Assessment documents the evaluation 
conducted by USAF to determine whether the Divert project would adversely affect EFH, and 
thus whether consultation with the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) is necessary, as 
required by Section 305(b) of the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management 
Act (MSFCMA).   To comply with the implementing regulations at 50 CFR 600.915 for 
preparation of an EFH Assessment, this document includes: 

• A description of the USAF plan to develop facilities at the Tinian International Airport and 
seaport and conduct divert activities and exercises on that island (Section 2).  

• A detailed description of the methods that will be used to avoid and minimize impacts to 
the coastal environment during construction and operation of facilities at the Tinian 
International Airport and seaport, including:  

o A description of the methods for stormwater management for the Divert project 
that the USAF will implement to comply with regulatory requirements and 
guidelines (Sections 3.1 and 3.2). 

o A list of the methods for the prevention and control of spills of hazardous 
materials for the Divert project that the USAF will implement to comply with 
regulatory requirements and guidelines (Section 3.3).  

• A summary of the status of the EFH addressed in this report (Section 4).  

• A summary of the baseline conditions at the Tinian airport and seaport where proposed 
construction and implementation will take place (Section 5). 

• An analysis of the potential adverse effects of the Divert project on EFH and managed 
species and justification of conclusion reached by the USAF that the Divert project would 
have no to minimal adverse effects on EFH (Section 6).  

1.1 Coordination History 
The USAF has taken the following actions and had the following communications with the 
NMFS in accordance with the MSFCMA for protection of EFH.  

• In July 2012, the USAF received a letter from the NMFS Pacific Islands Regional Office, 
Habitat Conservation Division (PIRO HCD) that offered comments on the USAF’s 2012 
Draft Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for Divert Activities and Exercises, with 
respect to EFH in accordance with the MSFCMA.  NMFS PIRO HCD recommended that 
the USAF evaluate potential impacts on EFH associated with the proposed Divert action 
and determine whether consultation under MSFCMA was necessary. 
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• In October 2015, the USAF released the Revised Draft EIS for Divert Activities and 
Exercises.  This document incorporated NMFS PIRO HCD’s request for the USAF to 
evaluate potential impacts to EFH.  The USAF’s 2015 Revised Draft EIS stated that 
construction would not occur in the marine waters surrounding Saipan or Tinian and 
DOD policies, compliant with Federal and CNMI regulations, would be followed to 
minimize erosion and sedimentation during construction and to manage stormwater 
runoff after construction.  By implementing those policies, sedimentation and runoff 
would be minor and indirect or direct impacts on EFH would not be expected from any 
aspect of the Proposed Action. 

• In November 2015, NMFS provided comments on the 2015 Revised Draft EIS and 
NMFS highlighted three issues that, in the opinion of NMFS, may adversely affect EFH 
unless additional measures are taken: stormwater, spill control, and the condition and 
planned use of the Tinian harbor. 

• In January 2016, the USAF and NMFS held a teleconference and the USAF provided 
additional information to NMFS regarding the Proposed Action and best management 
practices (BMPs), such as adherence to a Spill Prevention Control and 
Countermeasures (SPCC) Plan, Facility Response Plan (FRP), Erosion and Sediment 
Control Plan (ESCP), and Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP).  The USAF 
provided NMFS with initial responses to their comments and concerns on the project.   

• Following that teleconference, the USAF provided NMFS with details in response to 
NMFS’ comments regarding the USAF’s proposed stormwater controls and spill 
prevention and control measures, and clarified that improvements are not proposed to 
the Tinian harbor.  These comments were provided in an email dated 20 January 2016. 

• NMFS responded to that email on 28 January 2016 and requested that the USAF 
provide additional information on volume and quality of stormwater runoff to “inform 
avoidance and minimization measures and then if necessary, any offset for unavoidable 
marine resources losses.”  

• On 3 February 2016, the USAF and NMFS held a teleconference in which the USAF 
indicated the location(s) of construction had yet to be determined, thus additional 
information, as requested by NMFS, was not yet available.  The agencies also discussed 
USAF’s “no adverse effect on EFH” determination, necessary project documentation to 
support USAF’s determination, the EFH consultation process, and USAF options for 
completing EFH consultation either during the NEPA phase or at the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers permit issuance phase.  The USAF opted to defer EFH consultation with 
NMFS following selection of the preferred alternative. 

• On 10 February 2016, the Modified Tinian-only alternative was selected as the preferred 
alternative by the USAF. A follow-up call on 2 March 2016 informed NMFS that the 
USAF would conduct its analysis for EFH purposes for the “north location” due to its 
larger impermeable surface than the proposed “south location.” 
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• On 12 February 2016, the USAF provided NMFS with a letter stating their determination 
that the Divert project would have no adverse effect on EFH. That letter was 
accompanied by an attachment that detailed the USAF’s assessment of potential effects 
on EFH and their commitments to stormwater controls and spill prevention and control 
measures. 

• On 2 March 2, 2016, NMFS requested a call with USAF to discuss NMFS’ letter prior to 
issuance.  On that same date, the USAF informed NMFS via phone of plans to complete 
EFH consultation during the NEPA process.  During that phone conversation, USAF also 
informed NMFS that its analysis for EFH purposes was focused on the north Tinian 
airport construction alternative as it had the potential to generate the greatest amount of 
impermeable surface.  During a subsequent conversation on 7 March, 2016, NMFS staff 
stated that they did not agree with the USFA’s determination that the Divert project 
would have no adverse effect on EFH without prior review of supporting information to 
support the determination.    

• On 14 March 2016, the USAF emailed a document to NMFS entitled “Supplemental 
Information Supporting Determination for No Adverse Effect of the Divert Project on 
Essential Fish Habitat” in support of a meeting held the following day. That supplemental 
information was discussed between the USAF and NMFS, and the NMFS recommended 
the USAF update the content of its supplemental information to clarify recent changes to 
its approach for EFH consultation completion.  

• On 18 March 2016, NMFS emailed a list of comments and questions on the USAF’s 
supplemental information, and guidance on steps to complete EFH consultation. Those 
comments included a statement that NMFS acknowledges that the supplemental 
information provided on 14 March would serve as the EFH Assessment and provided 
sufficient analysis for USAF to satisfy its EFH consultation requirements.  Responses to 
the NMFS questions are included with the USAF letter requesting EFH consultation that 
accompanies this EFH Assessment.  
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2. Project Description and Action Area 
The USAF has coordinated with NMFS since 2012 on the Divert project and the potential 
alternatives, which included actions on Saipan, Tinian, or both islands.  In February 2016, the 
USAF announced that the preferred alternative for the Divert project is the “Tinian only” 
alternative.  Therefore, the project description in this document addresses the project on Tinian. 

The USAF is proposing to improve the Tinian International Airport and the Tinian seaport in 
support of expanding mission requirements and to achieve divert capabilities in the western 
Pacific. Under this action, the USAF would construct facilities and infrastructure on Tinian for 
operation of USAF aircraft for divert landings, periodic exercises, and humanitarian assistance 
and disaster relief. The purpose of the Divert project is to establish additional divert capabilities 
to support and conduct current, emerging, and future training activities, while ensuring the 
capability to meet mission requirements in the event that access to Andersen Air Force Base or 
other western Pacific locations is limited or denied. The project is needed because there is not 
an existing divert or contingency airfield on U.S. territory in the western Pacific that is designed 
and designated to provide strategic operational and exercise capabilities for U.S. forces when 
needed and humanitarian assistance and disaster relief in times of natural or man-made 
disasters. 

To support divert activities and exercises on Tinian, the USAF would construct facilities at the 
Tinian International Airport and Tinian seaport to accommodate joint military cargo, tanker, and 
similar aircraft and associated support personnel. The USAF plans to construct infrastructure 
and use facilities on either the north side or the south side of the Tinian International Airport. 
The required infrastructure includes a parking apron; cargo pad; taxiway; maintenance facility; 
access road; jet fuel receiving, storage, and distribution infrastructure; fire suppression system; 
and associated fencing and utilities. If the USAF constructed facilities on the north side of the 
airport, a taxiway and reroute of a small portion of an existing road would also be required. 
Those facilities would be used on an as-needed basis when exercising divert activities and 
humanitarian assistance staging, and for unplanned divert landings and humanitarian 
assistance and disaster relief as needed. The facilities would not be used as a permanent full-
time beddown or installation location.  

The USAF has not selected whether the north or south option will be implemented; however, the 
specific location of facilities does not influence the analysis of effects to EFH because: 

• no in-water work will be conducted for either option;  

• stormwater management facilities, spill control techniques, and other infrastructure 
necessary can be designed, installed, and effectively operated to meet USAF, CNMI, 
and Federal requirements to control stormwater runoff and the potential for spills and 
maintain water quality; and  

• for either option, long-term monitoring and adaptive management will be used to ensure 
that standards are met and that infrastructure installed to manage stormwater and 
control spills continues to function as designed and to meet applicable requirements.  
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Unless otherwise stated, the size of facilities described below is the largest that would be 
required and is based on the north option (see Figure 2-1). For additional details about the 
project, see the Revised Draft Environmental Impact Statement for Divert Activities and 
Exercises, Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, released in October 2015 (USAF 
2015).  

2.1 Planning and Construction Phase 
The total amount of land that would be required to construct and implement the Project on 
Tinian is 165 acres. This area includes the construction footprint (i.e., impervious surface) of all 
proposed infrastructure, approximately 98 acres, as well as an additional buffer area around the 
proposed infrastructure. The majority of ground disturbance and vegetation clearance, if 
needed, would occur within the construction footprints. However, some vegetation maintenance 
could occur within the buffer area to ensure security of and access to the proposed 
infrastructure.  

All infrastructure would be designed to accommodate 12 KC-135 or similar aircraft. The KC-135 
aircraft is indicative of tanker or cargo aircraft used by the USAF in the western Pacific. In 
addition, joint U.S. and foreign military cargo, tanker, and other multi-engine aircraft could use 
the improved facilities and infrastructure. Examples of these could include, but would not be 
limited to, the KC-46 Pegasus (KC-46), the C-17 Globemaster (C-17), the C-130 Hercules (C-
130), military chartered cargo planes, and military variations of civilian aircraft such as maritime 
patrol aircraft including the P-3 Orion (P-3) and P-8 Poseidon (P-8).  

Roughly based on construction costs, a peak of up to 150 construction workers would support 
construction of the north option. The number of construction workers during the 3-year 
construction period would fluctuate and the majority of construction would be carried out by 
crews made up of fewer than 150 workers. The construction phase would also include the 
transport of materials between a concrete supply company, the Tinian seaport, and the Tinian 
International Airport.  

The facilities to be developed on Tinian are described individually below. These facilities would 
be constructed according to all applicable Department of Defense (DOD), USAF, and Federal 
Aviation Administration (FAA) criteria, including FAA Advisory Circular 150/5300-13A. 

2.1.1 Parking Apron 
The parking apron would be used to hold USAF and other military aircraft that are being used 
for exercises, have been diverted to the airport, or are preparing to deliver humanitarian 
assistance. The new parking apron could accommodate up to 12 KC-135s and would be 
approximately 1,729,805 square feet (ft2) (39.7 acres). The design strength for the parking 
apron would require a 12-inch base with 14 inches of concrete. The parking apron would be 
located adjacent to the proposed fuel tanks at the airport. 
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Figure 2-1. Proposed Construction on Tinian 

Surface water outflow 
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2.1.2 Cargo Pad 
A cargo aircraft parking spot (cargo pad) would be constructed to load and offload cargo from 
aircraft being used for exercises, that have been diverted to the airport, or are preparing to 
deliver humanitarian assistance. When the cargo pad is not functioning as a cargo loading area, 
it could be used as an additional parking apron. The cargo pad would be built adjacent to the 
proposed parking apron. It would be approximately 299,754 ft2 (6.88 acres) and would tie into 
the proposed taxiway. The design strength would require a 12-inch base with 14 inches of 
concrete. 

2.1.3 Taxiway 
The Tinian International Airport does not have an existing taxiway on the north side of the 
airport. The USAF would build a taxiway north of the existing runway to provide access to the 
parking apron and cargo pad. The taxiway would be approximately 1,385,300 ft2 (31.8 acres). 

2.1.4 Maintenance Facility 
An approximate 7,570-ft2 (0.2-acres) maintenance facility would be constructed at the airport or 
airports selected for improvements. The maintenance facility would be used to store equipment, 
tools, and spare parts needed to perform aircraft maintenance and repair. The facility would be 
built adjacent to the proposed fuel tanks.  

2.1.5 Access Road and 8th Avenue Reroute 
An access road would be constructed to provide an entrance to the proposed infrastructure and 
specifically the fuel tanks, parking apron, and cargo pad. The access road would be 
approximately 128,924 ft2 (3.0 acres). An existing portion of 8th Avenue west of the airport would 
be rerouted to accommodate the proposed taxiway construction. The reroute would result in the 
disturbance of approximately 40,585 ft2 (0.9 acres) for the new road. 

2.1.6 Jet Fuel Receiving, Storage, and Distribution 
An adequate on-island supply of jet fuel would be required in support of aircraft operations 
discussed under the Project’s Implementation Phase. The USAF proposes to maintain a supply 
of jet fuel at the Tinian International Airport and the Port of Tinian. The fuel storage system at 
the airport would store approximately 220,000 barrels (bbls) of fuels (6.9 million gallons), 
configured using two 60,000-bbl tanks and one 100,000 bbl tank. The fuels would be located 
adjacent to the parking apron and would be approximately 527,437 ft2. The fuel storage system 
would include fuel pumps, valves, filtration systems, an emergency generator, and concrete 
work. The fuel pump tanks and wells would be approximately 83,705 ft2 (1.9 acres).  

Jet aircraft refueling capability would be provided at the airport by installing a Hydrant Refueling 
System as a part of the proposed fuel tanks. The hydrant system would circulate fuel to and 
from the proposed fuel tanks and parking apron and would be constructed within the proposed 
disturbance area and concrete footprints. 

At the seaport, approximately 100,000 bbls of fuel storage would be built, configured using two 
50,000-bbl tanks (Figure 2-1). The fuel tanks and associated piping would be approximately 
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230,587 ft2 (5.3 acres). All fuels infrastructure would be constructed according to the most 
stringent applicable Federal and CNMI requirements. The exact size, configuration, and type of 
fuel tanks would be dictated by mission requirements and allocated funding. The Divert project 
would not require modification of in-water facilities at the Tinian harbor.  

2.1.7 Fire Suppression System 
A fire suppression system would be built consisting of fire water pumps, tanks, and a well 
contained within one facility. The fire suppression system would contain only water and would 
provide water in the event of a fire emergency. The water line would be constructed within the 
disturbance footprint proposed at the airport. The USAF would conduct an analysis of the 
groundwater flow and the proposed well withdraw rate prior to construction. The fire 
suppression facility would be approximately 49,527 ft2 (1.1 acres). 

2.1.8 Fencing and Utilities 
The USAF would install fencing around the proposed infrastructure, as needed. Fencing would 
be installed within the proposed footprint for the infrastructure. The USAF would also install 
utilities, including electricity, communication lines, water lines, and sewer lines, to assist in the 
operation of the proposed infrastructure. Utilities would be installed either aboveground or within 
the disturbance footprint proposed for the airport or airports.   

2.1.9 Stormwater Management Controls 
The USAF would install stormwater management controls at the Tinian International Airport, 
almost entirely within the proposed infrastructure footprint.  Temporary and permanent 
stormwater controls would be developed to control stormwater both during construction and 
once construction is complete and the proposed infrastructure is operational.  The USAF would 
monitor the efficacy of stormwater controls.  For additional information on stormwater 
management and a proposed site design, see Sections 3.1 and 3.2. 

2.2 Implementation Phase 
Tinian International Airport would be used for joint military exercises, military divert operations, 
humanitarian assistance staging, and other aircraft support activities. The operations proposed 
during the Implementation Phase would be the same regardless of whether the proposed 
construction occurred on either the north or south side of Tinian International Airport 

A mix of joint military cargo, tanker, and similar aircraft, not to exceed the design capabilities of 
the airport, could be exercised from the Tinian International Airport simultaneously. The USAF 
would schedule exercises (take-offs and landings) around existing commercial schedules. 
Additionally, the USAF would notify the local government and public in advance of the exercises 
per existing protocols. The Joint Region Marianas Regional Engineer staff would use existing 
processes to review proposed exercises during the planning phase to ensure the proposed use 
would remain within the scope of activities analyzed in the EIS.    
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2.2.1 Divert Landings Operations 
Tinian International Airport would be used for divert operations to operate aircraft when other 
locations in the western Pacific are temporarily unavailable. Training to divert capabilities at 
Tinian International Airport is discussed in Section 2.2.3.  

2.2.2 Humanitarian Assistance Staging 
In the event of an emergency or disaster, humanitarian assistance staging, including 
noncombatant evacuation operations, would occur at the Tinian International Airport. 
Humanitarian assistance would occur within the Mariana Islands and would also allow the USAF 
to transit support assets from the mainland to other locations requiring assistance within the 
Asia-Pacific region. The exercises and the training required to execute humanitarian assistance 
and disaster relief missions would occur at Tinian International Airport as described in Section 
2.2.3. 

2.2.3 Military Exercises  
Under the Project, cargo, tanker, and similar type aircraft such as the KC-135 would participate 
in military exercises. Specific types of aircraft that could be flown to and from Tinian 
International Airport during exercises would include, but not be limited to, the KC-135 used for 
aircraft refueling and airlift, the KC-46 Pegasus used for aircraft refueling, the C-130 Hercules 
used for airlift, the C-17 Globemaster used for airlift; and the C-5 Galaxy used for airlift. The 
USAF anticipates that two to four KC-135 or similar aircraft would operate up to 8 weeks 
annually, but typically not on weekends. The USAF estimates that approximately 720 operations 
(i.e. 360 take-offs and 360 landings) would be completed annually. The Project only includes the 
ground movements and immediate approaches and departures at Tinian International Airport 
during unit-level training and joint military exercises. All flight activity after take-off (i.e., above 
10,000 feet) would occur within the Mariana Islands Range Complex (MIRC) and is authorized 
in the MIRC and Mariana Islands Training and Testing (MITT) Records of Decision (RODs).  

A mobile air traffic control tower (ATCT) could be deployed during planned military exercises 
and can be quickly removed at the conclusion of any military exercises. The ATCT would 
consist of a mobile unit mounted on a vehicle. The mobile ATCT would be located on an 
existing cleared surface and the location would be coordinated with the FAA and 
Commonwealth Ports Authority.   

2.2.4 Jet Fuel Receiving, Storage, and Distribution 
Jet fuel for aircraft operations would be offloaded at the existing fuel offloading facility at the 
Tinian seaport from vessels capable of navigating the harbor. Fuel would be offloaded into the 
100,000-bbl capacity fuel tanks adjacent to the seaport. Standard fuel transfer tank trucks would 
be used to transfer fuel to the storage tanks at the airport. Fuel transfer activity could last 
approximately 8 weeks per year to support 8 weeks per year of aircraft operations.  There would 
be no net increase in use of the Tinian harbor.    

Jet aircraft refueling capability at the Tinian International Airport would be provided by installing 
a Hydrant Refueling System as a part of fuel tanks and parking apron. The hydrant system 
would provide the capability to simultaneously refuel aircraft. Fuel from the fuel tanks at the 
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airport would be cycled through the hydrant system to the parking apron. Associated valves, 
piping, and infrastructure at the parking apron would provide refueling capability to the aircraft. 

2.2.5 Lodging 
Temporary lodging and related personnel support, including medical, transportation, and dining 
services, would be required for up to 265 personnel during a divert operation, humanitarian 
assistance and disaster relief, or military exercise events. The USAF would procure lodging, 
transportation, and dining services from the local economy. Medical services would be provided 
by military personnel. In an emergency, medical care would be provided by military personnel 
and would occur at Saipan Hospital under an agreement with the hospital. Medical care would 
be provided by military personnel on Tinian in non life-threatening situations. 

2.3 Action Area 
The action area for this project includes all areas proposed for construction as shown in Figure 
2-1, the watersheds that the proposed construction would occur in, and the nearshore marine 
environment of Tinian that these watersheds drain into.  EFH does not occur in the construction 
footprint, as the proposed project is on land. However, EFH occurs within the action area 
offshore of the construction footprint, as described in Section 4.   

Tinian International Airport spans across two watersheds. The western portion of Tinian 
International Airport occurs in the Puntan Daiplolamanibot Watershed, which drains west into 
the Philippine Sea. The eastern portion of Tinian International Airport occurs within the Masalok 
Watershed, which drains northeast into the Pacific Ocean (CNMI BECQ 2010). The proposed 
Port of Tinian fuel site occurs within the Makpo Watershed, which drains west-southwest into 
the Philippine Sea (CNMI BECQ 2010). 

Perennial or intermittent streams are not included within the action area because they do not 
occur on Tinian. The limestone plateaus of Tinian are generally far too porous to support stream 
or wetland development and most precipitation either evaporates or percolates into the highly 
permeable limestone substrata; however amounts of runoff have not been previously studied or 
quantified. Rough estimates of runoff from similar limestone areas of Saipan range from 6 to 12 
percent of rainfall (Gingerich 2002).  Estimates of hydraulic conductivity from 17 aquifer tests in 
limestone on Tinian range from 21 to 23,000 feet per day (Gingerich 2002).  

Stormwater runoff at the Tinian Airport generally flows into the area between the taxiway and 
runway and to areas surrounding those impervious surfaces.  Most runoff that does not infiltrate 
flows to the west toward a surface water exit point under Fifth Avenue (Figure 2-1).  There is a 
culvert at that location that has a vegetated outflow (Figure 2-2) and little or no downstream 
drainage channel.  
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Figure 2-2. Surface Water Outflow to the West of the Tinian International Airport. 
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3. Minimization of Impacts to Water Quality  
3.1 Stormwater Management 
Sections 3.1.1. and 3.1.2 provide stormwater controls that the USAF would implement prior to 
or during construction. These controls would ensure proper management of stormwater runoff 
during both the construction and implementation phases of the project. 

3.1.1 Facility Planning and Construction 
During construction the USAF would be committed to managing stormwater runoff in 
accordance with a U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) National Pollutant 
Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Construction General Permit and would: 

- implement erosion and sediment controls;  

- stabilize soils;  

- implement pollution prevention measures;  

- provide and maintain buffers around surface waters;  

- prohibit certain discharges; and 

- utilize surface outlets for discharges from basins and impoundments.  

Prior to the start of construction, and as part of the planning and NPDES permitting process, 
baseline percolation rates and other parameters necessary to properly design and permit the 
stormwater management system will be measured at the Tinian Airport and seaport.   
Preconstruction water quality also will be measured on the site and at the outflow of the existing 
airport drainage system to establish a baseline for stormwater quality.  Should the assessment 
of effects provided in Section 6 of this document change based on additional site specific data 
developed during this permitting process, the USAF would work closely with NMFS, as the 
Natural Resources Trustee, and USEPA Region 9, the permitting authority, to ensure resources 
are appropriately protected.   

Specific techniques and best management practices to meet these commitments are provided 
in Sections 3.1.1.1 through 3.1.1.4. 

3.1.1.1 Erosion and Sediment Control Standards 
The USAF would follow standards for erosion and sediment control recommended by the 2006 
CNMI and Guam Stormwater Management Manual (CNMI BECQ and GEPA 2006), including: 

- Standard 1: Minimize unnecessary clearing and grading from all construction sites. 
Clearing and grading shall only be performed within areas needed to build the project, 
including structures, utilities, roads, recreational amenities, post-construction stormwater 
management facilities, and related infrastructure. Clearing should only be scheduled 
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during the dry season if possible. Mass clearing during the wet season should be 
avoided. 

- Standard 2: Whenever practicable and feasible, construction shall be phased to limit 
disturbance to only one area of active construction at a time. Future phases shall not be 
disturbed until construction of prior phases is complete and the land area is stabilized. 

- Standard 3: Disturbed areas shall be stabilized as soon as feasibly possible after 
construction is completed within a designated construction area, and in no case longer 
than 14 days after completion of active construction. 

- Standard 4: Steep slopes shall be protected from erosion by limiting clearing of these 
areas in the first place or, where grading is unavoidable, by providing special techniques 
to prevent upland runoff from flowing down a steep slope and through immediate 
stabilization to prevent gullying. A steep slope is defined as any slope over 20 percent 
(5:1) in grade over a length of 50 feet. 

- Standard 5: Perimeter sediment controls shall be applied to retain or filter concentrated 
runoff from disturbed areas to trap or retain sediment before it leaves a construction site. 
Upland runoff should be diverted around excavations where possible. 

- Standard 6: Sediment trapping and settling devices shall be employed to trap and/or 
retain suspended sediments and allow time for them to settle out in cases where 
perimeter sediment controls (e.g., silt fence) are deemed to be ineffective in trapping 
suspended sediments on-site. 

- Standard 7: All construction site managers (or superintendents) shall provide 
documentation that they have received adequate training in the application and 
maintenance of erosion and sediment control practices. 

- Standard 8: All construction site managers must participate in a pre-construction 
meeting with the applicable authority to review the provisions of the erosion and 
sediment control plan and make any field adjustment necessary to implement the intent 
of the plan to minimize erosion and maximize sediment retention on-site throughout the 
construction process. 

- Standard 9: Construction should be scheduled to minimize soil exposure in the rainy 
season (July 1st–Nov. 30th) and during periods of coral spawning.  The 2014 CNMI 
Water Quality Standards note that to avoid coral spawning, a stoppage period starting 
around the June or July full moon (to be determined by BECQ), is required. The 
stoppage period, if determined to be applicable, shall be no less than twenty one 
calendar days (CNMI BECQ 2014a).  USAF will also contact CNMI BECQ to determine 
when soil exposing work should be halted during spring rainfall events to avoid 
adversely affecting soft corals that are spawning. 

- Standard 10 Erosion and sediment control practices shall be aggressively maintained 
throughout all phases of construction. All erosion and sediment control plans shall have 
an enforceable operation and maintenance agreement. 
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The USAF would keep waste materials, stockpiles, and building supplies tied down or covered 
to protect from wind or stormwater. Additionally, in accordance with CNMI Chapter 65-30 
Earthmoving and Erosion Control Regulations the USAF would minimize grading, filling, clearing 
of vegetation or other disturbance of the soil during inclement weather and for the resulting 
period of time when the site is in a saturated, muddy or unstable condition.  

3.1.1.2 Erosion and Sediment Control Plan 
In compliance with CNMI Chapter 65-30 Earthmoving and Erosion Control Regulations, the 
USAF would develop an ESCP that would be implemented during construction. The plan would 
include, at a minimum:  

- Elevations and dimensions including quantity, and extent of proposed grading; 

- Existing tree locations, size, species, and the proposed extent and manner of tree 
cutting and vegetation clearing;  

- A description of equipment and methods to be employed. 

3.1.1.3 Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan 
The USAF would also develop a SWPPP that would adhere to USEPA Guidelines. The SWPPP 
will be completed prior to submitting the Notice of Intent for permit coverage. The SWPPP will 
describe: 

- Responsible  parties 

- Site evaluation, assessment, and planning 

- Documentation of compliance with other federal requirements 

- Erosion and sediment controls 

- Permanent construction BMPs 

- Pollution prevention standards 

- Inspection and corrective actions 

- Training requirements 

- Certification and notification requirements 

- Operation and maintenance of permanent stormwater controls 

3.1.1.4 Stormwater Management Site-Specific Measures 
The USAF would design all construction site stormwater management measures to 
accommodate (safely convey without creating erosive conditions) the 10-year frequency storm. 
The 10-year frequency storm represents a large event that will generally produce significant 
runoff and yet has a relatively high chance of occurring in any given year (i.e., 10 percent) 
(CNMI BECQ and GEPA 2006).  
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The USAF would design all temporary sediment trapping devices to retain runoff from a 
minimum of the 1.5-inch precipitation event. The 1.5-inch storm represents a frequent event that 
generates runoff and potential sediment load. In CNMI and Guam, the 1.5-inch event is equal to 
or greater than approximately 90 percent of precipitation events and, therefore, a design 
criterion that requires the capture of this event will capture approximately 90 percent of the 
annual sediment load from construction sites (CNMI BECQ and GEPA 2006). 

For maximum efficacy, the USAF site-specific stormwater management measures would include 
some, or all, of the following to manage stormwater runoff from the 10-year frequency storm: 

- Stabilized construction entrances. Stabilized construction entrances are temporary 
crushed rock/coral pads located at all points where vehicles enter or leave a construction 
site. The purpose of a stabilized entrance is to reduce the tracking of sediment/mud from 
the site onto paved roads and parking lots. 

- Silt fencing. A temporary barrier of geotextile fabric, silt fencing is installed across a 
slope, around stockpiles, or along a perimeter. The purpose of a silt fence is to intercept 
sediment-laden runoff from small drainage areas of disturbed soil, slow runoff velocity, 
and allow sediment to settle out. Alternatives to silt fencing could include: 

o Earth berms: Linear barrier of compacted soil used to block or divert runoff.  

o Compost socks: Mesh tubes (also called filter socks or tubes) filled by blower 
with organic or wood mulch. They can be used around site perimeters, as 
conveyance checks, and as inlet protection. 

o Silt dikes: Reusable, triangular, foam product covered in geotextile used along 
perimeters, curbs, and as check dams. 

- Berms and swales. Berms and swales, depending on their location, can be used to 
divert “clean” runoff around disturbed areas, or to move “dirty” runoff to sediment traps. 
Berms (also called earth berms or diversion dikes) are mounds of compacted soil placed 
at the top or base of slopes, along the site perimeter, or across exposed areas. Swales 
are temporary channels used to convey runoff to a sediment trapping device.  

- Check dams. Small check dams constructed of rock/coral, bagged sand, compost 
tubes, or other durable materials are placed across an open drainage channel to reduce 
erosive runoff flows and allow sediment to settle out. 

- Channels. Vegetated or lined channels are used to safely convey flows from stabilized 
areas or outlets without damage from erosion. Waterways are typically stabilized with 
grass, erosion control matting, rock rip rap, gabions, or concrete depending on slope, 
soil, and runoff velocity. 

- Basins and traps. Large basins and small traps are temporary ponding structures used 
to collect runoff and allow sediment to settle out before runoff leaves site. Basins and 
traps are formed by an embankment and/or excavation. 
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- Stabilization. Covering an area of bare ground with vegetation, topsoil, mulch, or 
erosion control blankets for temporary or permanent erosion prevention is critical. 
Temporary stabilization is often needed because grading operations can last several 
months and extend into or through the rainy season. Final stabilization will be required 
for project close out. Vegetative cover can be established through a combination of 
seeding techniques, topsoil amendments, and mulching to conserve moisture and 
control weeds. 

- Erosion control blankets. Temporary erosion control blankets (also called matting) are 
used to hold seed and soil in place, particularly on steep slopes. There are many types 
of products available made of biodegradable or synthetic materials. 

- Inlet protection. Various inlet protection devices can be used as temporary structures to 
keep silt, sediment, and construction debris from entering storm drains through open 
inlets. Practices should trap sediment while allowing water to slowly flow over or through 
materials. 

- Outlet protection. Rock should be placed around and below an outlet to stabilize the 
outlet, reduce the depth and velocity of discharge waters, and prevent downstream 
erosion. Outlet protection applies to culverts, outfalls from basins, and other conduits. 

- Level spreaders. Level spreaders are temporary (or permanent) devices that take 
concentrated flow from a pipe, berm, or swale and release it evenly over a wider area to 
prevent erosion and promote infiltration. This is particularly useful where sheet flow 
discharges through vegetated buffers are possible. 

3.1.1.5 Stormwater Monitoring During Construction 
Before construction, the USAF will establish a baseline for stormwater quality by sampling at the 
existing stormwater outlets. This data will be used to assist with the development of the 
stormwater monitoring plan and permit.  All stormwater management structures and practices 
would be inspected and maintained during all stages of the construction process in accordance 
with the SWPPP and CNMI regulations to ensure proper function. Inspections would be 
conducted by on-site USAF or contractor personnel.  At a minimum, those inspections would 
occur following major rainfall events to ensure that stormwater control structures are functioning 
as designed and remain effective.  During events that cause sufficient surface flows, water 
quality would be sampled at the outfall of the airport stormwater drainage system.  

The USAF would implement an adaptive management approach that would be based on 
information obtained during regular monitoring and inspection of construction stormwater 
management controls.  The USAF would identify any structures that are damaged or are not 
functioning in accordance with applicable standards and repair them.  In addition, the planned 
objectives and required standards described above would serve as thresholds for determining 
whether the construction stormwater management system would need to be improved to avoid 
affecting the nearshore marine environment.  The USAF has programmed for costs associated 
with stormwater monitoring and repair, if needed, to ensure timely completion of these 
inspections and repairs as a part of an adaptive management process.  The USAF Engineering 
Technical Letter (ETL) 14-1 Construction and Operation and Maintenance Guidance for Storm 
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Water Systems provides inspection checklists and schedules for each type of stormwater 
management control that would be followed for inspections and maintenance. 

3.1.2 After Construction 
This section addresses controls, and the approach to developing the controls that will be 
included in the project design to ensure effective stormwater management once the project is 
constructed and in use. As described in Section 3.1.1. and 3.1.1.3, the USAF would also obtain 
a NPDES permit for operation of the proposed facilities, after construction is complete, and a 
SWPPP would be developed to support this permit.  During the NPDES permitting process for 
facility operation, the USAF will develop additional data to support site specific designs of 
stormwater controls, in compliance with the permit requirements.  Should the assessment of 
effects provided in Section 6 of this document change based on additional site specific data 
developed during this permitting process, the USAF would work closely with NMFS, as the 
Natural Resources Trustee, and USEPA Region 9, the permitting authority, to ensure resources 
are appropriately protected. 

Sections 3.1.2.1 through 3.1.2.5 also addresses stormwater controls that will be put into place 
during the implementation phase of the project, described in Section 2.2. 

3.1.2.1 Approach to Stormwater Infrastructure Design 
The overall design objective for the USAF project is to maintain predevelopment hydrology and 
prevent any net increase in stormwater runoff once the site is constructed. “Predevelopment 
hydrology” is defined as the pre-project hydrologic conditions of temperature, rate, volume, and 
duration of stormwater flow from the project site.  

The USAF would implement methods for determining potential stormwater runoff based on a 
“design storm.” The design storm is a designation that defines a unit depth of rainfall in order to 
quantify the volume of rainfall generated for a given site. The DOD and USAF have chosen to 
adopt the USEPA’s 95th percentile methodology to determine the design storm. The design 
storm event is the 95th percentile rainfall depth and is based on the 24-hour (daily) rainfall depth 
averaged over a minimum of 10 years. By averaging the rain from all storm events that falls 
within 24 hours for several years, the USAF can statistically predict the intensity of a storm that 
is equal to or less than 95 percent of all storms (DOD 2015). This will result in a practical and 
reasonable approach, as suggested by the EPA, in determining water volumes. The ‘design 
storm’ will be used to calculate pre- and post-development stormwater volumes (DOD 2015). 

The USAF would then identify the pre-development condition of the site and quantify the post-
development runoff volume and peak flow discharges that are equivalent to pre-development 
conditions. The post-construction rate, volume, duration, and temperature of runoff would not 
exceed the pre-development rates (DOD 2015). As described in Section 3.4, the USAF would 
also develop and implement plans, and conduct monitoring, to ensure that water flowing from 
Divert project sites meet CNMI water quality standards.   
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3.1.2.2 Low Impact Development: Stormwater Infrastructure Design 
The USAF would implement Low Impact Development (LID) strategies for stormwater 
management. The process flow for considering and identifying these strategies is described 
below: 

1. Site utilization:  The USAF will reduce the impervious footprint in the project design to 
the extent possible. Examples include removal of curbs, gutters, and paved swales. The 
USAF will retain as much of the natural tree cover as practical.  Due to concerns over 
strength, durability, and risk of infiltration of fuel spills, the USAF is not planning to use 
permeable runway or parking apron surfaces. 

2. Filtration: The USAF will seek to include filtration practices in the site design. Examples 
of filtration include: vegetative buffers, filter strips, vegetative swales, check dams, 
sediment traps, and overland flow, providing natural water quality treatment. Native 
vegetation will be used where feasible 

3. Interception and Infiltration: The infiltration techniques of LID are the backbone of the 
runoff volume reduction. Depression storage, bio-infiltration, pervious pavements, open 
pavers, rain gardens, infiltration trenches, and tree boxes are examples of infiltration 
techniques. Interception can also play a major role in reducing runoff volumes. 
Interception techniques include deep mulch beds, tree cover, and soil amendments.  

4. Retention of Stormwater Volumes: If necessary, retention will also be considered to 
meet the design standards and successful LID implementation. Retention seeks to hold 
runoff from localized impervious surfaces for subsequent treatment after the rainfall 
event. Rain barrels, cisterns, and parking lot storage that slowly infiltrates into the 
ground are examples of retention techniques.  

5. Structural Solutions: Structural solutions represent the last line of defense in LID 
features. These techniques are engineered solutions for the particular facility and can 
include green roofs, rainwater reuse systems, parking structures, and irrigation storage 
systems.  

3.1.2.3 Performance Standards for Site Development 
To prevent adverse impacts of stormwater runoff, the USAF will seek to include the following 
performance standards, as recommended by the 2006 CNMI and Guam Stormwater 
Management Manual (CNMI BECQ and GEPA 2006), to the maximum extent technically 
feasible, in the design of the project.  Note that some standards, such as on-site treatment of 
water, might not fully apply to the site specific conditions and stormwater management 
approach developed for the Divert project.  Section 3.2 describes the current stormwater 
management conceptual design that incorporates these standards.  The approach described in 
that section relies on the use of strategically placed berms to intercept surface water flows from 
impervious surfaces and promote rapid infiltration to maintain pre-development hydrological 
conditions and avoid an increase in the runoff of sediment and fresh water into the marine 
environment.  
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- Standard 1: The USAF will strive to reduce the generation of stormwater runoff and 
utilize pervious areas for stormwater treatment. For development sites over 1 acre, such 
as this project, impervious cover shall and will not exceed 70 percent of the total site 
area.  

- Standard 2: Stormwater management will be provided through a combination of the use 
of structural and non-structural practices. 

- Standard 3: All stormwater runoff generated from the project will be adequately treated 
to the maximum extent technically feasible if it would result in discharge into 
jurisdictional wetlands or inland and coastal waters of CNMI. 

- Standard 4: Pre-development annual groundwater recharge rates and runoff rates to 
coastal waters will be maintained by promoting infiltration through the use of structural 
and non-structural methods. 

- Standard 5: Structural stormwater BMPs will be designed to remove 80 percent of the 
average annual post development total suspended solids (TSS) load and match or 
exceed predevelopment infiltration rates, as possible. It is presumed that a BMP 
complies with this performance standard if it is: 

o sized to capture the prescribed water quality volume (WQv), 

o designed to match or exceed pre-development infiltration rates, 

o designed according to the specific performance criteria prescribed by the CNMI 
and Guam Stormwater Management Manual (CNMI BECQ and GEPA 2006) 

o constructed properly, and 

o maintained regularly. 

- Standard 6: The post-development peak discharge rate frequency will not exceed the 
pre-development peak discharge rate for the 25-year frequency storm event. 

- Standard 7: To protect stream channels from degradation, a channel protection volume 
will be provided by means of 24 hours of extended detention storage for the one-year 
frequency storm event. 

3.1.2.4 Stormwater Management Site-specific measures 
As described in Section 3.1.2.2, the USAF would implement LID technologies for stormwater 
management. This section outlines examples of BMPs that the USAF will employ as applicable 
to capture stormwater runoff and meet water quality treatment goals. These BMPs are provided 
in Table 3-1 and would be consistent with LID requirements of United Facilities Criteria (UFC) 3-
210-01 Low Impact Development (DOD 2015) and were selected based on the following criteria: 

1. can capture and treat the full WQv, 

2. are capable of approximately 80 percent TSS removal,  
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Table 3-1. Structural Stormwater Management BMPs 
Group Practice Description 

Infiltration Infiltration 
Trenches/Chambers 

An infiltration practice that stores the water quality 
volume in the void spaces of a limestone aggregate 
trench or within an open chamber before it is 
infiltrated into underlying soils within the B or C soil 
horizons. 

Infiltration Basin An infiltration practice that stores the water quality 
volume in a shallow surface depression before it is 
infiltrated into the underlying soils within the B or C 
soil horizons. 

Filtering Practices Bioretention A shallow depression that treats stormwater as it 
flows through a soil matrix, and is returned to the 
storm drain system, or infiltrated into underlying soils 
or substratum. 

Open Channels Dry Swale An open vegetated channel or depression explicitly 
designed to detain and promote filtration of 
stormwater runoff into an underlying fabricated soil 
matrix. 

Source: CNMI BECQ and GEPA 2006. 

3. are capable of meeting management objectives for specific resource protection areas 
through elevated total phosphorus, total nitrogen  and/or fecal coliform bacteria removal 
and, 

4. have acceptable longevity in the field. 

As stated in Section 3.1.2.1, the stormwater management system and associated BMPs would 
be designed to capture, at a minimum, the 95th percentile rainfall event. The BMPs would also 
be designed to meet water quality criteria, overland erosion and channel protection criteria, 
overbank flood control/receiving stream criteria, and recharge criteria. A downstream analysis 
would also be conducted. 

- Water quality: Improved pollutant loading reductions, full volume control for the 95 
percentile storm event (DOD 2015). The WQv is intended to improve water quality by 
capturing and treating the 95 percentile storm event. 

- Overland Erosion and Channel Protection: The runoff volume generated by the one-
year, 24-hour rainfall would be gradually released over a 24-hour period to minimize 
overland erosion and downstream channel expansion. The premise of this criterion is 
that runoff would be stored and released in such a gradual manner that critical erosive 
velocities would not be reached (CNMI BECQ and GEPA 2006). 

- Recharge criteria: Tinian is limestone-dominated and requires infiltration of 1.5 inches 
of precipitation from all impervious surfaces (CNMI BECQ and GEPA 2006). 
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- Downstream flooding: Controlled to pre-development conditions for the 95th percentile 
storm event (DOD 2015). 

Additional LID site features that the USAF could deploy include rain gardens, vegetated filter 
strips, downspout disconnection, reduced impervious area, tree preservation or re-vegetation 
using native plants, soil amendments. 

3.1.2.5 Stormwater Monitoring after Construction 
The goal of LID is to retain the same amount of rainfall within the development site as that was 
retained on the site prior to the project. The USAF would conduct post-construction site visits to 
inspect the system and assess the as-built LID features and validate if they have been 
constructed according to plans and specifications.  

All stormwater management structures and practices would be inspected and maintained in 
accordance with the SWPPP and CNMI regulations to ensure proper function. Inspections 
would be conducted by on-site USAF or contractor personnel.  At a minimum, those inspections 
would occur following major rainfall events to ensure that stormwater control structures are 
functioning as designed and remain effective.  During events that cause sufficient surface flows, 
water quality would be sampled at the outfall of the airport stormwater drainage system.  

The USAF would also implement an adaptive management approach that would be based on 
information obtained during regular monitoring and inspection of permanent stormwater 
management controls.  The USAF would identify any structures that are damaged or are not 
functioning in accordance with applicable standards and repair them.  The objectives and 
required standards described above would serve as thresholds for determining whether the 
construction stormwater management system would need to be improved to avoid affecting the 
nearshore marine environment.  The USAF has programmed for costs associated with 
stormwater monitoring and repair, if needed, to ensure timely completion of these inspections 
and repairs as a part of an adaptive management process. USAF ETL 14-1 provides inspection 
checklists and schedules for each type of stormwater management control that would be 
followed for inspections and maintenance (USAF 2014).  

The USAF would conduct monitoring consistent with requirements established by the CNMI. 
Specific water quality criteria data are provided in Section 3.4. The stormwater management 
system will be adaptively managed and improved when necessary to ensure that all planned 
objectives and required standards are being met. 

3.2 Summary of Stormwater Management Conceptual 
Design  

The USAF has developed an example conceptual design (see Figure 3-1) of the proposed 
project that includes stormwater management controls. This design is based on several key 
factors, including existing site conditions and compliance with the impact minimization measures 
provided in Section 3.1. Table 3-2 provides a summary of the assumptions and conservative 
estimates that have been included in the conceptual site design.  The key factors considered in 
the site design include: 
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- Factor 1: The proposed project would result in an increase of approximately 98 acres of 
impermeable surface within the undeveloped area proposed for military lease north of 
the Tinian International Airport (see Section 2.1). 

- Factor 2: The USAF would retain 100 percent of the stormwater runoff associated with a 
95th percentile storm event "to the maximum extent technically feasible" as identified in 
UFC 3-210-10 and described in Section 3.1.2.1. UFC 3-210-10 defines the 95th 
percentile storm event as 2.2 inches for Guam and the CNMI and Guam Stormwater 
Management Manual states that Tinian rainfall is 20 percent less than Guam (CNMI 
BECQ and GEPA 2006). Therefore, design of stormwater controls on Tinian to contain a 
2.2 inch 24-hour rainfall event is a conservative approach that would compensate for any 
increase in storm intensity that might be occurring or might occur in the future due to 
climate change. 

- Factor 3: Based on the design storm event, and proposed increase in impervious 
surfaces for the project, 18 acre-feet of water would be generated. 

- Factor 4: There are no wetlands or streams within the proposed construction areas (see 
Section 5.3). 

- Factor 5: General stormwater flow moves from east to west across the action area (see 
Section 5.3).  

- Factor 6: The Tinian International Airport and Seaport are entirely underlain by Mariana 
Limestone (a rocky, calcium carbonate substrate with high porosity) (see Section 5.1).  

- Factor 7: The USAF would not implement open water solutions or technologies as they 
are not LID and would cause a Bird Aircraft Strike Hazard risk at the airport. 

- Factor 8: The infield between the proposed taxiway, existing runway, and existing 
taxiway is large enough to serve as a “recharge area” to accommodate the design storm 
event without stormwater runoff leaving the airfield. 

- Factor 9: Berms to direct stormwater flow could only have limited relief due to flightline 
restrictions. 

- Factor 10: The USAF will implement adaptive management as the project design and 
implementation continues.  

- Factor 11: The USAF is required to and will comply with UFC 3-210-01 to implement 
LID strategies at the site. Specifically, funding is programmed for earthwork to address 
stormwater runoff. 

As shown in Figure 3-1, consideration of these 11 factors have led to the development of a 
conceptual site design that would include, at a minimum, berms and infiltration areas. The in-
fields on each side of the runway each provide over 50 acres (500 feet by 5000 feet) that can be 
used to retain stormwater by constructing a series of small berms at the west end and in 
intermediate areas of the infield. The 18 acre-feet of water to be retained would be 
approximately 2 inches deep if spread across this area, and due to the porosity of the substrate, 
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would be expected to infiltrate to the freshwater lens of the underlying aquifer (Section 5.3). For 
overflow during larger storm events, the USAF would determine, based on an adaptive 
management approach, whether a large area away from the runway along 8th Avenue and the 
proposed road reroute should be used to further control runoff. A taller berm in this area could 
be constructed, allowing a larger volume of water and associated sediment to be intercepted 
away from the airfield. These features would prevent stormwater produced from a 95 percentile 
rain event from leaving the site and would direct the water into low lying areas for infiltration.  
They would also contain much of the sediment and surface water flow from a larger rainfall 
event.   

Table 3-2. Assumptions and Conservative Estimates in the Conceptual Site Design 
Assumption Safety Factors 
Tinian North option Approximately 98 acres of impervious surfaces- 33% 

larger than Tinian South option (65 acres) 
Proposed impervious structures would 
be place on undeveloped (pervious 
land) 

At least 6% of the infrastructure is proposed to be on 
existing developed surfaces (that do not have 
stormwater controls in place) 

All proposed infrastructure (98 acres) 
would be impermeable 

Some of the proposed features, e.g., access road, 
would not be paved surfaces 

Guam rainfall event is used to 
determine 95th percentile storm event 

Tinian receives approximately 20% less rainfall than 
Guam 

The entire action area is underlain by 
Mariana limestone and no known 
karst features occur 

Sink holes, crevasses or other karstic hydrologic 
features could occur under the action area and 
further facilitate stormwater infiltration 

   

As described in Section 3.1, the USAF will develop additional data to support more detailed site 
specific designs, in compliance with the permit requirements.  Should the assessment of effects 
provided in Section 6 of this document change based on additional site specific data developed 
during this permitting process, the USAF would work closely with NMFS, as the Natural 
Resources Trustee, and USEPA Region 9, the permitting authority, to ensure resources are 
appropriately protected. 

3.3 Spill Prevention and Control 
Because the project site has frequent rainfall, a high surface infiltration rate, and the potential for 
a very high rate of conductivity through the subsurface limestone, any spills or releases of 
hydrocarbons or other hazardous materials would rapidly travel into and through the 
underground system and eventually be released into the marine environment.  Because of 
these conditions, any spilled fuels or other pollutants would be very difficult to intercept or 
recover once released from the built environment. For these reasons, the USAF will develop 
and implement a spill prevention and control system that focuses on preventing spills and, in the 
unlikely event that a spill would occur, containing hazardous materials and rapidly responding to 
prevent their release.  Implementing a comprehensive spill prevention and control program, and 
properly maintaining and adaptively managing the associated facilities, will reduce to a very low 
level the 
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Figure 3-1. Conceptual Site Design for Stormwater Management  
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probability that a release of hydrocarbons or other hazardous materials would reach the marine 
environment and adversely affect EFH.  

3.3.1.1 Fuel Storage Design and Management Standards 
To reduce the likelihood of spills during construction and during military exercises, as well as the 
impact of spills (e.g., or spill migration to nearshore waters) in the unlikely event that one should 
occur, all proposed fuels infrastructure on Tinian would be constructed according to the most 
stringent applicable Federal and CNMI requirements. Specific standards include: 

- Standard 1: Design and Construction. The USAF would follow the American 
Petroleum Institute (API) Standard 650 for material, design, fabrication, erection and 
inspection for petroleum, oil, and lubricants (POL) storage tanks. Construction will follow 
design calculations that conform to API 650 and would include design calculations for 
seismic, internal and external pressures, and wind loading. 

- Standard 2: Tank Integrity Testing. The USAF would conduct periodic integrity testing 
of all aboveground storage tanks, including visual inspection and where deemed 
appropriate, another form of nondestructive testing. The frequency and type of 
inspection and testing will take into account container size and design and industry 
standards. 

- Standard 3: Secondary Containment. The USAF will construct POL storage tanks with 
a secondary means of containment, such as a dike capable of holding the entire 
contents of the tank, plus an extra 10 percent in capacity, to allow for precipitation and 
expansion of product. Permeability of containment areas will be a maximum of 10-7 
centimeters per second (cm/sec). (Note that 10-7 cm/sec is the permeability of 
compacted clay and a 1-meter layer would not allow liquid to pass through in 200 years). 
Drainage of stormwater from containment areas will be controlled by a valve that is 
locked closed when not in active use. Stormwater will be inspected for petroleum sheen 
before being drained from containment areas. If petroleum sheen is observed it will be 
collected with sorbent materials prior to drainage. 

-  Standard 4: Valves and Piping. The USAF will periodically inspect all aboveground 
valves, piping, and appurtenances associated with POL storage tanks in accordance 
with API 570 which is the recognized industry standards. Buried piping will be tested for 
integrity and leaks at the time of installation, modification, construction, relocation, or 
replacement. 

- Standard 5: Loading/Unloading. The USAF will design loading and unloading racks to 
handle discharges of at least the maximum capacity of any single compartment of a 
storage tank truck loaded or unloaded at the racks. The USAF will construct appropriate 
containment and/or diversionary structures (dikes, berms, culverts, spill diversion ponds, 
etc.) or use equipment (sorbent materials, weirs, booms, other barriers, etc.) at 
loading/unloading areas to prevent a discharge of POL. 

- Standard 6: Vehicle Warning Systems. The USAF will design and construct means to 
provide an interlocked warning light or physical barrier system, warning signs, wheel 
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chocks, or vehicle break interlock system at loading/unloading racks to prevent vehicles 
from departing before complete disconnection of flexible or fixed oil transfer lines. 

- Standard 7: Personnel Training. The USAF will annually train all personnel handling 
POL in the operation and maintenance of equipment to prevent discharges; discharge 
procedure protocols; and general facility operations. 

- Standard 8: Equipment Testing. The USAF will maintain all petroleum equipment in 
good functioning order, including regular testing and checking for any failure. This 
greatly adds to the effectiveness of spill prevention control and countermeasures.  

- Standard 9: On-site Personnel: The USAF would provide a full-time onsite person or 
persons to inspect and maintain all POL infrastructures, in accordance with USAF 
requirements. These personnel would also provide the USAF with spill planning 
preparedness and response capability thereby potentially upgrading island wide 
capability for spill response thorough cooperative spill response agreements that could 
be developed. 

3.3.1.2 Spill Prevention Control and Countermeasures Plan 
The USAF will develop and implement a SPCC Plan (as required by Section 311(j)(1)(C) of the 
Clean Water Act as amended by the Oil Pollution Act of 1990) to control the potential for 
contamination from the unlikely event of a spill. All fuel tanks proposed as a part of the Project 
would include secondary containment to eliminate the potential for spills that could ultimately 
find their way into nearshore waters.  

The SPCC Plan will be prepared, maintained, and implemented to prevent, control, counteract, 
and report of all spills. The SPCC Plan will provide measures to prevent, and to the maximum 
extent practicable, to remove a worst case discharge from the facility. The plan will be certified 
by an appropriately licensed or certified technical authority ensuring that the plan considers 
applicable industry standards for spill prevention and environmental protection, and that the plan 
is prepared in accordance with good engineering practice and is adequate for the facility. 
Specifically, the SPCC Plan will include:  

- Prevention Section. The prevention section of the plan will contain information on the 
facility; charts of drainage patterns; designated water protection areas; maps showing 
locations of various infrastructure which store, handle, and transfer POL that could 
produce a spill; critical water resources; land uses; and possible migration pathways. 
Maps would also be included, as appropriate, to predict direction and rate of flow, as well 
as the total quantity of substances that might be spilled as a result of a major failure. 

- Arrangements for Emergency Services. The plan will describe arrangements with 
local police departments, fire departments, hospitals, contractors, and emergency 
response teams to coordinate emergency services. The plan will include a list of all 
emergency equipment, such as fire extinguishing systems, spill control equipment, 
communications and alarm systems (internal and external), and decontamination 
equipment, at each site where this equipment is required; an evacuation plan and a 
designated meeting place. 
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- Spill Control Section. The control section of the plan will identify resources for cleaning 
up spills, and directions on how to provide assistance to other agencies when requested. 
This section of the plan will contain a prioritized list of various critical water and natural 
resources that will be protected in the event of a spill. The plan will identify other 
resources addressed in prearranged agreements that are available to cleanup or reclaim 
a large spill, if such spill exceeds the response capability of the facility. 

3.3.1.3 Facility Response Plan 
The USAF would also develop an FRP, per the Oil Pollution Act of 1990 which amended the 
Clean Water Act, which would address an accidental "catastrophic" spill. The FRP would 
include the resources of all industrial activities (the Tinian International Airport, for example) and 
the US Coast Guard to direct how to handle an incident of the scale beyond any single 
individual facility's capability to respond.  

3.3.1.4 Operation, Inspection, and Monitoring of Fuel Systems 
To ensure proper operation of all fuel infrastructure, the USAF would follow Technical Order 37-
1-1, General Operations and Inspection of Installed Fuel Storage and Dispensing Systems and 
UFC 3-460-03, Operation and Maintenance: Maintenance of Petroleum Facilities. The safe, 
efficient, and economical operation of petroleum storage, dispensing systems, and associated 
infrastructure depends largely on an effective and proactive recurring maintenance program. 
The USAF would follow UFC 3-460-03, which establishes the required frequency intervals for 
the recurring maintenance. For example, all above ground storage tanks must be inspected a 
minimum of once per year. 

3.4 Water Quality Criteria 
Based on the design, implementation, and management of controls described in Sections 3.1, 
3.2, and 3.3, the USAF does not anticipate that stormwater runoff or POL would be discharged 
into the nearshore waters of Tinian during or after construction, or that the Divert project would 
cause a measureable increase in the volume or discharge rate of fresh water into the marine 
environment.  The USAF would be committed to ensuring that any stormwater runoff or release 
from the project site is consistent with CNMI Water Quality Standards (CNMI BECQ 2014a).  

The following factors are often used to provide a measure of water quality: concentration of 
dissolved oxygen; levels of fecal coliform bacteria from human and animal wastes; 
concentrations of plant nutrients nitrogen and phosphorus; amount of particulate matter 
suspended in the water (turbidity); and amount of salt (salinity). In many bodies of water, the 
concentration of chlorophyll-a, a green pigment found in microscopic algae, is also filtered from 
water samples to give a measure of the microalgae living in the water column. Quantities of 
pesticides, herbicides, heavy metals and other contaminants may also be measured to 
determine water quality.  

Table 3-3 provides the CNMI BECQ-published water quality standards for the waters of CNMI, 
which are the minimum water quality criteria that the USAF would comply with for discharges 
into Tinian waters (CNMI BECQ 2014a).  The USAF is required to comply with CNMI water 
quality standards in compliance with a Clean Water Act, Section 401 Certification.  Additional 
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parameters can be added to or deleted from the list based upon knowledge of the onsite 
operations. For example, if weeds are to be controlled by a particular herbicide, it could be 
included on the list of parameters.    

Table 3-3. 2014 CNMI Water Quality Standards 
Criteria Level1 
Enterococci Shall not exceed a geometric mean of 35 per 100 mL based on samples 

taken in any 30 day interval. The Statistical Threshold Value is 130 
Enterococci per 100 ml. 

E. coli Shall not exceed a geometric mean of 126 per 100 mL based on samples 
taken in any 30 day interval. The Statistical Threshold Value is 410 E. coli 
per 100 ml 

pH Shall not deviate more than 0.5 units from a value of 8.1; no lower than 7.6 
or higher than 8.6 

Nitrate-Nitrogen Concentration shall not exceed 0.20 mg/l 
Total Nitrogen Concentration shall not exceed 0.40 mg/l 
Orthophosphate Concentration shall not exceed 0.025 mg/l 
Total Phosphorous Concentration shall not exceed 0.025 mg/l 
Ammonia Concentration shall not exceed 0.02 mg/l 
Dissolved oxygen Concentration all waters shall not be less than 75 percent saturation. 

Where natural conditions cause lower dissolved oxygen levels, 
controllable water quality factors shall not cause further reductions. 

TSS Concentrations of suspended matter at any point shall not be increased 
from ambient conditions at any time, and should not exceed 5 mg/l except 
when due to natural conditions. 

Salinity No alterations of the marine environment shall occur that would alter the 
salinity of marine or estuarine waters more than 10 percent from ambient 
conditions or which would otherwise adversely affect the indigenous biota 
and sedimentary patterns, except when due to natural causes. 

Temperature Water temperature shall not vary by more than 1.0ºC from the ambient 
conditions. 

Turbidity Turbidity at any point, as measured by nephelometric turbidity units (NTU), 
shall not exceed 0.5 NTU over ambient conditions. 

Oil and Petroleum 
Products 

The concentration of oil or petroleum products in any Commonwealth or 
State waters shall not: (a) Be detectable as a visible film, sheen, or 
discoloration of the surface, or cause an objectionable odor. (b) Cause 
tainting of fish or other aquatic life, be injurious to the indigenous biota, or 
cause objectionable taste in drinking water. (c) Form an oil deposit on 
beaches or shoreline, or on the bottom of a body of water. 

1The level given is the most stringent standard for the marine waters of Tinian. Less stringent standards are applicable for some 
criteria for discharges into the San Jose harbor or fresh waters. 

Source: CNMI BECQ 2014a 
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4. EFH in the Action Area 
Tinian is located in the Mariana Islands, which are within the jurisdiction of the Western Pacific 
Region Fishery Management Council (WPRFMC).  The WPRFMC has designated the marine 
waters around the Mariana Archipelago as EFH based on a precautionary approach due to the 
lack of scientific data (WPRFMC 2009a, 2009b).  WPRFMC currently manages fisheries in the 
Western Pacific as five assemblages (or management units) under two fishery ecosystem plans 
(WPRFMC 2009a, 2009b).  These assemblages include (1) bottomfish and seamount 
groundfish, (2) crustaceans, (3) precious corals, (4) coral reef ecosystems, and (5) pelagic 
species.  Because all proposed activities will occur on land there is no EFH in the proposed 
construction footprint.  However, EFH is designated offshore within the action area.  EFH 
management units are described below and Table 4-1 presents the fishery assemblages and 
lifestages with EFH in the action area: 

Bottomfish and Seamount Groundfish.  In the Northern Mariana Islands, the species 
complex EFH has been designated for two groups of bottomfish, deep-slope bottomfish (shallow 
water and deep water) and seamount groundfish complexes.  EFH is designated in the action 
area for both groups.  The managed bottomfish species have sustainable recreational, 
subsistence, and commercial fisheries.  Habitat Areas of Particular Concern for bottomfish at 
Tinian include escarpments (underwater steep slopes or long cliffs) and slopes between depths 
of 131 and 919 feet (40 and 280 meters) (DON 2015). 

Crustaceans. EFH has been designated in the action area for two groups of crustaceans, spiny 
and slipper lobsters and Kona crabs.  The spiny lobster is the managed crustacean most likely 
to comprise a fishery in Tinian, although there is likely only recreational or subsistence fishing. 
There are no Habitat Areas of Particular Concern for crustaceans in the CNMI (DON 2015). 

Coral Reef Ecosystems. EFH has been designated in the action area for two groups of corals 
(currently harvested corals and potentially harvested corals), based on the ecological 
relationships among species and their preferred habitat.  The EFH for coral reef ecosystems in 
Tinian encompasses the entire water column and benthic substrate to a depth of 100 meters 
(DON 2015). 

Pelagics.  EFH has been designated for three groups of pelagic species in the action area, 
temperate species, tropical species, and sharks.  Trolling is the most popular fishing method for 
the pelagic fishing industry. Skipjack tuna (Katsuwonus pelamis), yellowfin tuna (Thunnus 
albacares), and dolphinfish (Coryphaena hippurus) are the most commonly targeted species. 
The EFH for pelagic species lie above seamounts and banks and are defined as Habitat Areas 
of Particular Concern for pelagic species (DON 2015). 
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Table 4-1.  Fishery Assemblages and Lifestages with EFH Designated in the Action Area 

Fishery 
Assemblage 

Lifestage 

Eggs Larvae Juveniles Adults Spawning 
Adults 

Bottomfish 
and Seamount 
Groundfish1 

Water column Water column Water 
column, 
bottom 
habitat 

Water 
column, 
bottom 
habitat 

None 
Designated 

Crustaceans1,2 None 
designated 

Water column Bottom 
habitat 

Bottom 
habitat 

None 
Designated 

Precious 
Corals1,3 

None designated in the action area.   

Coral Reef 
Ecosystems1,3 

Water column, bottom habitat 
 

Pelagic 
Species4 

Epipelagic 
zone (water 
surface to 
depths of 
approximately 
200 m) 

Epipelagic 
zone (water 
surface to 
depths of 
approximately 
200 m) 

Water column Water 
column 

None 
Designated 

Notes:   
1 WPRFMC 2009a 
2 Spiny lobsters (Family Palinuridae), slipper lobsters (Family Scyllaridae), and Kona crab (Ranina ranina) are the 

only group of crustaceans with EFH designated in the action area.   
3 EFH is not designated by lifestage for precious corals and coral ecosystems.    
4 WPRFMC 2009b 
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5. Existing Conditions and Environmental 
Baseline 

This section describes the current conditions and baseline of the following selected 
environmental factors: topography, geology, and soils; land use; water resources; and the 
nearshore marine environment. See the Revised Draft Environmental Impact Statement for 
Divert Activities and Exercises, CNMI for additional information on the existing conditions and 
environmental baseline at the Tinian International Airport, seaport, and surrounding region 
(USAF 2015).  

5.1 Topography, Geology, and Soils 
5.1.1 Regional Geology 
Tinian and the other southern Mariana Islands and comprised of volcanic rock (tuff and 
breccias) covered in coralline and algal limestone. Limestone rock predominates, and covers 
more than 95 percent of the surface of the island (University of Guam 2002, DON 2010a). 
Geology at Tinian International Airport consists of Mariana limestone (DON 2010b). In some 
areas, soils are very thin and very hard limestone outcrops or is close to the ground surface.  

In the coastal regions, older coralline and algal limestone is overlain by Holocene limestone and 
raised beach and reef deposits. Most of the shoreline on Tinian consists of limestone cliffs with 
sea-level caverns, cuts, notches, and slumped borders. Beach deposits are composed of 
medium- to coarse-grained calcareous sands, gravel, and rubble interspersed in exposed 
limestone. Reef development occurs primarily on the western coast, with minor fringing or apron 
reef development on the northern, eastern, and southern coasts (DON 2010a).  

The presence of limestone indicates that karst topography could be present. Limestone is a 
soluble rock primarily composed of calcium carbonate; on Tinian, the source of calcium 
carbonate is primarily from coral reef. Karst is a distinctive topography formed by dissolution of 
underlying soluble rocks by surface water or groundwater. Karst is characterized by caves, 
sinkholes, and subsurface drainage. These dissolution features are created when rainwater, 
which is slightly acidic, dissolves carbonate rocks, such as limestone. Figure 5-1 depicts the 
types of subsurface karst development on carbonate islands such as Tinian, although not all 
cave types occur on all carbonate islands (Stafford et al. 2005).  Although karst topography 
does exist on Tinian, no karst features were detected at the Airport during site investigations or 
were noted during geologic investigations in 2000 or 2005 (University of Guam 2002, Stafford et 
al. 2005).   

5.1.2 Physiography and Topography 
Tinian is composed of five limestone plateaus at varying elevations, separated by steep slopes 
and escarpments.  Tinian International Airport occurs within the Central Plateau physiographic 
province. The Central Plateau, located within the central portion of the island, is isolated by 
steep slopes and scarps associated with north-south trending faults. 
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Figure 5-1. Types of Subsurface Karst Development on Carbonate Islands (Stafford et al 
2005) 
At Tinian International Airport, topography is relatively flat, and elevations range from 
approximately 61 to 100 feet above sea level (DON 2010b, USGS 1999). Elevation surrounding 
the airstrip drops towards the sea to the east and west. A depression exists between the 
taxiway and airstrip west of the terminal/apron area. The area is believed to have been 
excavated and used as a borrow pit.  

Soil profiles on limestone regions are shallow and highly porous, (University of Guam 2002).  
Table 5-1 lists the characteristics of soils that occur on Tinian. Soil mapping units that occur on 
the north side of the Tinian International Airport are Dandan-Chinen and Chinen-Urban Land. 
Soils at the port area are Shioya loamy sands. All soils within areas to be developed by the 
Proposed Action are previously disturbed and considered to be moderately to highly erodible 
(CNMI SWARS 2010).  

Table 5-1. Characteristics of Soils Mapped on Tinian  

Mapping Unit Texture Location Ksat1 Characteristics 
Shioya Loamy 

sand 
Port (2.0 to 20.00 

inches/hour) 
Very deep, excessively drained, level 
to nearly level soils 

Dandan-
Chinen 

Loam Tinian 
North 

(0.6 to 2.0 
inches/hour) 

Shallow and moderately deep, well 
drained, nearly level to strongly 
sloping soils. 

Chinen-
Urban Land 

Urban 
land 

Tinian 
North 

(0.6 to 2.0 
inches/hour) 

Shallow, well-drained, nearly level, 
and Urban land 

1Capacity of the most limiting layer to transmit water 
Sources:  USDA NRCS 2015, DON 2010b 
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5.2 Land Use 
Tinian International Airport. Tinian International Airport is owned and operated by the 
Commonwealth Port Authority under the Commonwealth Ports Authority Act. The airport is 
situated on approximately 1,400 acres of land. The airport is designated as urban/buildup and 
the area surrounding the airport is designated primarily as Agricultural or Undeveloped/Site in a 
Natural State by the CNMI Department of Public Lands (DON 2010b). Much of that airport is 
covered with impervious or semi-impervious surfaces such as the runway, taxiway, and aircraft 
parking ramp; terminal; vehicle parking lot; and other developed areas. Most of the undeveloped 
land at the airport, such as the land surrounding the runway and taxiway, is maintained as 
mowed fields, and much of the surrounding area is vegetated with secondary forests and scrub 
dominated by tangantangan (Leucaena leucocephala). The undeveloped land surround the 
airport also includes existing impervious surfaces.  The Divert project would include construction 
on approximately 6 acres of existing developed land. 

Port of Tinian. The Port of Tinian is situated on the southwestern coast of Tinian. It contains 
three piers, a small boat ramp, and a bulk fuel plant. The Tinian Harbor has undergone 
emergency repairs of the sea wall, bollards, and fenders and therefore continues to supports 
some shipping vessels. It is owned and operated by the Commonwealth Port Authority. The port 
is designated as Urban/Buildup and the area surrounding the port includes public and private 
land and is designated as a mixture of Private Land, Agricultural, and Undeveloped/Site in a 
Natural State by the CNMI Department of Public Lands  (DON 2010b). 

5.3 Water Resources 
Groundwater. All fresh groundwater on Tinian originates as rainfall. Tinian receives 
approximately 80 inches of annual rainfall with distinct wet (July through September) and dry 
(February through March) seasons (CNMI BECQ and GEPA 2006). On average, 58 percent of 
the rainfall occurs during the wet season between the months of July and November and 
14 percent of the annual rainfall occurs during the dry season from January through April. The 
remainder is distributed in the transition months between wet and dry season (AECOS and Wil-
Chee 2009). Approximately 7 percent of the annual rainfall becomes runoff, approximately 37 
percent recharges the groundwater, and approximately 56 percent is evapotranspirated. Thus, 
most of the precipitation on Tinian either evaporates or percolates into the limestone substrata 
(Gingerich 2002). 

Tinian is composed of permeable limestone that overlies a relatively impermeable volcanic 
foundation. The main source of drinking water on Tinian is the basal freshwater lens aquifer in 
the high-permeability limestone (Takpochao Limestone) overlying low-permeability volcanic rock 
(Gingerich 2002). The basal freshwater lens extends from 2 to 4 feet above mean sea level to 
about 80 to 160 feet below sea level at its deepest point (DON 2010c).  

Surface Water. There are no perennial or intermittent streams on Tinian. The limestone 
plateaus of Tinian are generally far too porous to support stream or wetland development and 
most precipitation either evaporates or percolates into the highly permeable limestone 
substrata; however, rates of runoff have not been previously studied or quantified. Rough 
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estimates of runoff from similar limestone areas of Saipan range from 6 to 12 percent of rainfall 
(Gingerich 2002). 

Surface water on Tinian is restricted to wetlands that occur on areas of impermeable clay that 
impound rainwater. These wetlands are entirely dependent on precipitation as a water source. 
In periods of drought, the water level in these wetlands drops and open water dramatically 
decreases. There are several wetland areas on Tinian, the largest of which is Hagoi (36 acres) 
in the northern part of the island. Other Tinian wetlands are smaller than Hagoi and considered 
ephemeral because they are not large enough to sustain during periods of low rainfall. The 
Sisoyan Makpo wetland once supported open water, but municipal groundwater pumping 
significantly altered the water levels (DON 2010a).  

There are no wetlands within or near areas where facilities will be developed at the Tinian 
International Airport or seaport. The closest wetland that is downgradient of the proposed 
project is the Makpo wetland, which is more than 1.5 miles southeast of the site. . 

A very large depression occurs between the taxiway and runway of Tinian International Airport 
and was previously used for excavation of fill material. In addition, another large depression 
occurs south of the taxiway. These depressions do not permanently hold water, but likely 
temporarily hold water during heavy rainfall events. 

Flood Zones. Since the elevation of the island is relatively uniform and there is little surface 
water runoff, flooding is not an important natural hazard on Tinian. FEMA has designated 
several isolated flood hazard areas on Tinian as Flood Zone A (see Figure 5-2), which are 
areas with a 1 percent annual chance of flooding. Zone A areas on Tinian are unpopulated 
areas and include the Hagoi wetland and portions of North Field, Tinian International Airport, 
and the Makpo wetland (DON 2010a). 

According to FEMA Flood Insurance Rate Map Historic Community Panel Number 750001 0040 
B (Effective Date May 15, 1991), three areas designated as Flood Zone A occur near the Tinian 
International Airport runway and two areas occur north of the runway (FEMA 1991). These flood 
zones are associated with depressions created by former excavation activities described in the 
previous section.  

Nearshore Waters. Coastal waters surrounding Tinian serve as the ultimate discharge area for 
all surface runoff from the island. Tinian International Airport spans two watersheds. The 
western portion of Tinian International Airport occurs in the Puntan Daiplolamanibot Watershed, 
which drains west into the Philippine Sea. The eastern portion of Tinian International Airport 
occurs within the Masalok Watershed, which drains northeast into the Pacific Ocean (CNMI 
BECQ 2010). The proposed Port of Tinian fuel site occurs within the Makpo Watershed, which 
drains west-southwest into the Philippine Sea (CNMI BECQ 2010).  

The CNMI Bureau of Environmental and Coastal Quality (BECQ) monitors and reports on water 
quality in the CNMI. The most recent reporting data available from that agency was collected in 
2011 to 2013 and reported in 2014 (CNMI BECQ 2014b). According to that report, the most 
common sources of water quality degradation in the CNMI are from “1) Point sources such as 
failing sewer lines and other wastewater collection and treatment systems; and 2) Non-point 
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sources (NPS) such as: sedimentation from secondary coral roads, uncontrolled erosion from 
construction sites; and livestock overgrazing; other pollutants carried in stormwater from paved 
roads and other developments; and fecal bacteria from livestock.”  

The coastal waters of the Puntan Daiplolamanibot and Masalok watersheds were classified as 
impaired (Category 5) in 2010 due to orthophosphate pollution, the source of which is unknown. 
The coastal waters of the Makpo Watershed are impaired (Category 5) due to low dissolved 
oxygen levels, biocriteria, and orthophosphate pollution caused by onsite treatment systems 
and urban runoff (CNMI BECQ 2010). They remained classified as Category 5 impaired waters 
in 2013  (CNMI BECQ 2010, 2014b). 

All coastal marine waters of Tinian, except those in the Carolina watershed, are considered “not 
attaining” for at least one designated use.  Therefore, all costal marine waters of Tinian, except 
those in the Carolina watershed, are classified as Category 5 under the Consolidated 
Assessment and Listing Methodology followed by the CNMI BECQ (CNMI BECQ 2014b). 
Category 5 is defined as  

Available data and/or information indicate that at least one designated use is not being 
supported or is threatened, and a [total maximum daily load] is needed (a use is 
threatened if a waterbody is currently attaining [water quality standards], but is expected 
to not meet WQS by the next listing cycle.  

Based on biological monitoring of coral reefs and seagrass assemblages, CNMI BECQ (CNMI 
BECQ 2014b) ranked coastal marine waters in the Masalok (east of the Tinian International 
Airport) and Puntan Daiplolamanibot (west of the airport) watersheds as good and fair, 
respectively. However, both watersheds, in addition to the Makpo watershed, are classified as 
impaired for the Aquatic Life and Propagation use designation (CNMI BECQ 2014b). Sites on 
Tinian were report to “show ecologically resilient assemblages, with notable maintenance or 
improvement in coral metrics…” (CNMI BECQ 2014b).  

5.4 Marine Environment 
The Tinian coastline is generally lined with rocky intertidal areas, steep cliffs, and the occasional 
sandy beach or mudflat (DON 2015). Tinian’s shoreline has 13 beaches (10 on the west coast 
[leeward side] and 3 on the east coast [windward side]) and is mostly undeveloped, except for 
Tinian Harbor (DON 2015). These beaches are primarily comprised of medium to coarse sands, 
gravel, and coral rubble (DON 2013). Coral reef habitat (hard bottom) covers approximately 8.9 
square miles (23 square kilometers) of the area around Tinian (Brainard 2012). There are 
approximately 0.10-0.15 square miles (0.28-0.38 square kilometers) of reef flat around Tinian 
(Brainard 2012). Emergent vegetation is not found around Tinian (International Business 
Publications, USA 2011), but seagrass is found along the coast (DON 2015). 

As described in Brainard 2012, surveys conducted in 2003, 2005, and 2007 recorded 
moderately low sand cover around Tinian, suggesting that the substrate around the island is 
predominantly hard. The distribution of habitat complexity and live coral cover around Tinian 
were both varied and in some areas appeared to associate well with each other (Brainard 
2012). 
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Figure 5-2. Tinian Surface Waters and Flood Zones (DON 2015) 
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The island of Tinian is virtually surrounded by shore-attached fringing reef (Riegl and Dodge 
2008; Brainard 2012). Coral, starfish, sea urchins, sea cucumbers, mollusks, and tube worms 
are the most common types of invertebrates found on Tinian reefs (DON 2010b). Most of the 
reef habitat on Tinian has 1-10 percent hard coral cover, but patches exceeding 50 percent 
cover do occur, particularly in shallow waters (Minton et al. 2009; Brainard 2012; DON 2014; 
Heenan et al. 2015). These patches are on the northwest side of Tinian between Lamnibot Bay 
and Ustri “Cross” Point.  Survey data from 2009, 2011, and 2014, indicates that the predominate 
benthic group is turf algae (~48% cover), followed by macroalgae (~19% cover), hard corals 
(~16% cover), and encrusting algae (~5% cover) (Heenan et al. 2015). Sites surveyed in 2009, 
2011, 2014 were primarily classified as mid-depth (20 – 60 ft) forereef sites, but also included 
shallow (0 – 20 ft) and deep (60 – 200 ft) forereef sites (Heenan et al. 2015). In 2014, the water 
depth of the sample sites ranged from approximately 10 to 100 ft.  Shore-attached fringing reefs 
are the dominant reef habitat type on Tinian. Well-developed reef crests are less common and 
there are seven well-developed reef flats on Tinian.  Most of the surface water runoff from the 
Tinian International Airport and surrounding area flows toward Unai Barcinas and Unai 
Leprosarium.  All of the reef flats on Tinian are extremely small compared with well-developed 
reef flat habitats in the Mariana Islands such as Tumon Bay and Piti Bay on Guam (DON 2015). 

Fish biomass was higher in 2011 than 2009 and 2014 for all consumer groups (groups of fish 
based on diet) (planktivores, secondary consumers, and piscivores) except primary consumers.  
Note that primary consumers include herbivores and detritivores, while secondary consumers 
include omnivores and benthic invertivores.  Survey data from 2009, 2011, and 2014 indicates 
that fish biomass by consumer group generally followed the same trend as the southern 
Mariana Island region.  That is, largest biomass is from the primary consumers, followed by 
secondary consumers, piscivores, and planktivores (Heenan et al. 2015).     
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6. Analysis and Conclusions 
6.1 Analysis 
The proposed Divert project on Tinian includes both a construction phase and implementation 
phase.  The project is completely on land and neither the construction phase nor the 
implementation phase include in-water activities.  Thus, the proposed project would not directly 
affect the marine environment, but has the potential to indirectly affect EFH in the action area 
through stormwater runoff, sedimentation, and spills of hydrocarbons and other pollutants.     

In order to avoid these indirect effects, the USAF will develop and implement plans and 
procedures, design facilities, and adaptively manage their actions and facilities, as described in 
Section 3 and as summarized below, to ensure that runoff of stormwater and sediment are 
minimized and controlled during and after construction.  Implementation of these measures will 
work to avoid and minimize stormwater discharge into the nearshore marine environment.  The 
design of facilities will be based on conservative assumptions and safety factors with regard to 
the amount of existing and new impervious surface, rainfall totals, and soil permeability.  For 
example, the post-construction stormwater management system will be designed to 
accommodate the volume and peak discharge flows from, at a minimum, the 95th percentile 
storm.  In the event of a rainfall event that is larger than the design event, the stormwater 
management system will contain much of the sediment and runoff from the new impervious 
surfaces.  Any additional flows resulting from the construction of those surfaces that are not 
contained by the stormwater system will be a minute portion of the total runoff of water from the 
watershed that will flow into the ocean.  Thus, the Divert Project is expected to result in no or an 
unmeasurably small increase in the total amount of sediment and fresh water flowing into the 
ocean. 

The USAF would also implement an adaptive management approach that would be based on 
information obtained during regular monitoring and inspection of temporary and permanent 
stormwater management controls.  The USAF would identify any structures that are damaged or 
are not functioning in accordance with applicable standards and repair them.  The stormwater 
management system would also be improved when necessary to ensure that all planned 
objectives and required standards continue to be met.   

In addition, the USAF will develop and implement spill control and prevention measures to 
prevent the release of fuel or other contaminants from the built environment. In the unlikely 
event of a spill of hazardous materials, transport of pollutants is not expected because of the 
measures described in Section 3, including that all fuel storage facilities will be designed with 
secondary containment greater than 100% capacity of the fuel tank.  Therefore, in the event of a 
spill, hazardous materials are not expected to leave the site but would instead be contained 
within the existing infrastructure.    

In summary, and based on the following site conditions and project plans, the Divert project 
would result in no or a minimal reduction in the quality or quantity of EFH surrounding Tinian 
and thus would have no or minimal adverse effects on EFH.   
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These conclusions are based on the following.  

• No activities would be conducted in marine waters.  
• There would be no net increase of activity at the Tinian harbor and no modification of in-

water facilities there.  
• During construction the USAF and its contractors will manage stormwater runoff in 

accordance with the USEPA NPDES Construction General Permit and will develop the 
following plans and comply with the following standards.  

o A SWPPP will be developed and implemented in accordance with USEPA 
guidelines (Section 3.1.1.3) 

o An ESCP will be developed and implemented in accordance with CNMI 
regulations (Section 3.1.1.2). 

o Standards for erosion and sediment control recommendations in the CNMI and 
Guam Stormwater Management Manual would be met (Section 3.1.1.1).  

• The site-specific stormwater management measures developed and implemented during 
construction will  

o Accommodate runoff from the 10-year frequency storm 
o Retain onsite sediment in runoff from a minimum of the 1.5-inch precipitation 

event (Section 3.1.1.4).  
• The USAF will halt or modify work that could result in the release of sediments from 

construction sites when corals are spawning.     
• Facilities at the Tinian International Airport and seaport will be designed to  

o Accommodate the volume and peak discharge flows from, at a minimum, the 
95th percentile storm  

o Maintain predevelopment hydrology 
o Prevent any net increase in stormwater runoff (Section 3.1.2.1) 

• Low Impact Development strategies will be used for long-term stormwater infrastructure 
design (Section 3.1.2.2).  

• Performance standards in the CNMI and Guam Stormwater Management Manual will be 
incorporated into the design and operation of facilities, including 

o Limiting impervious cover to 70 percent or less where feasible 
o Treating stormwater runoff that would be discharged into jurisdictional wetlands 

or coastal waters to the maximum extent feasible 
o Using infiltration methods to maintain predevelopment recharge and runoff rates 
o Implementing stormwater BMPs that remove 80 percent of TSS (Section 

3.1.3.2). 
• The USAF has identified a preliminary set of BMPs and site-specific measures (Section 

3.1.2.4) and an example conceptual design (Section 3.2) that can feasibly be 
implemented to meet the objectives and requirements for stormwater management and 
spill prevention control.  That example conceptual design: 

o Demonstrates that there is sufficient space to retain surface water runoff from 
planned facilities 

o Takes advantage of the highly permeable soils to account for rapid infiltration of 
rainfall 
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o Is feasible because the USAF has adequately programmed and validated 
resources to implement the design and fully comply with the regulatory 
requirements described here 

• Spill prevention and control measures and plans will be developed and implemented to 
prevent the release of pollutants and to respond to unanticipated events, including 

o Implementation of fuel storage design standards and inspection requirements 
such as secondary containment, tank integrity testing, and facilities that that meet 
the requirements of API 650 (Section 3.3.1.1) and USAF Technical Order 37-1-
1. (Section 3.3.1.4)   

o Development and implementation of a SPCC Plan to prevent, control, and report 
all spills (Section 3.3.1.2) 

o A FRP to address catastrophic spills (Section 3.3.1.2) 
• Facilities will be designed and adaptively managed to ensure that any stormwater 

discharges meet CNMI Water Quality Standards (Section 3.4). 
• All stormwater management and spill prevention structures and practices will be 

monitored during construction and operation in accordance with the SWPPP and CNMI 
regulations to ensure proper function. The stormwater management system will be 
adaptively managed and improved when necessary to ensure that all planned objectives 
and required standards are being met (Sections 3.1.1.5, 3.1.2.5, and 3.3).  

6.2 Conclusions 
Through the design, implementation, and adaptive management of an effective storm water 
management system, the increase in impervious surface required for the Divert project would 
result in no or an unmeasurably small increase in the amount of sediment and fresh water 
flowing into the marine environment.  In addition, fuel storage and delivery facilities, and other 
infrastructure where hazardous materials are stored, will be designed to prevent and contain 
spills of hazardous materials, and plans will be developed and implemented to maintain that 
infrastructure and respond rapidly in the unlikely event of a spill.  The USAF therefore concludes 
that the Divert project would have no or minimal adverse effects on EFH.   
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USAF Responses to Comments (18 March 2016) from NMFS on the Supplemental 
Information Supporting Determination for No Adverse Effect of the Divert Project on 
Essential Fish Habitat 
 
1.1 - Coordination History 

• Update to reflect 
o February 10, 2016:  USAF’s official selection of the Modified Tinian only 

alternative as the preferred alternative. 
 

o March 2, 2016:  USAF informed (via phone) HCD of plans to complete EFH 
consultation during the NEPA process.  During that same call, USAF informed 
HCD that its analysis was done for the north location as it has the largest 
impermeable surface (although both north and south options remain under 
consideration) for Tinian. 

 
o March 14, 2016:  USAF emailed a document entitled “Supplemental Information 

supporting Determination for No Adverse Effect of the Divert project on Essential 
Fish Habitat” and power point slides highlighting noteworthy information from 
that document to NMFS HCD. 

 
o March 15, 2016:  USAF-NMFS meeting on USAF’s supplemental information 

and next steps for completing EFH consultation during the NEPA phase.    
Response:  The coordination history will be updated to include these activities 

 
2. - Project Description 

• When presenting the bullets for why the North or South designation won't influence EFH 
this may be a good opportunity to include a 3rd bullet to strengthen where it says 'can be 
designed' to include use of long-term monitoring to ensure standards are met, and use of 
adaptive management to ensure that the design of needed infrastructure for stormwater 
and spill control continues to meet requirements. 

Response:  The following bullet will be added: 
• for either option, long-term monitoring and adaptive management will be used to ensure 

that standards are met and that infrastructure installed to manage stormwater and 
control spills continues to function as designed and to meet applicable requirements.  

2.3 - Action Area 
• Does the 6 to 12 percent of stormwater movement off site as surface runoff represent 

an average?  How does this number change during heavy precipitation events? 
Response:  As stated in the text, this is a “rough estimate” of the range of runoff on Tinian, as 
documented in the cited reference (Gingerich 2002, Geohydrology and Numerical Simulation of 
Alternative Pumping Distributions and the Effects of Drought on the Ground-Water Flow System 
of Tinian, Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands U.S. Department of the Interior).  The 
Air Force is not aware of any other references or information available to determine the change 
in runoff rate on Tinian during heavy precipitation.   
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3.1.1.1 - Erosion Control (Standard 9) 
• Soft coral spawning periods occur during the spring and may also benefit from 

consideration.   The rainy season and hard coral spawning seasons overlap. 
Response:  Text has been added stating that the USAF will contact the CNMI BECQ to 
determine when soil exposing work should be halted during spring rainfall events when soft 
corals are spawning. 
 
3.1.1.4 Stormwater Site-Specific Measures 

• This is where the 10-year frequency storm and 90% precipitation event (1.5 inch) 
measure is first discussed for construction sites.  It is worth noting that in the last 10 
years for Tinian, tropical storm Melor (2009) dropped 3.2 inches of rain and in 2012 
Sanvu dropped 4.65 inches.  As weather extremes become more common in the face 
of climate change we can expect similar precipitation levels (as seen in recent years) 
from future 10-year storm events.  Later in the document the 95% of 2.2 inches is 
introduced and the 25-year storm event is mentioned.  Recommend clarity throughout 
the document where these terms are used, why they are used, and how we justify 
discounting the trend in recent storm precipitation rates.   

Response:  As described in Sections 3.1.1.4 and 3.1.2.1, the USAF will design construction 
stormwater management structures to accommodate the 10-year frequency storm (i.e., the 90% 
event), and will use the USEPA’s 95th percentile method to determine the design storm to be 
used as a guide in designing post-construction, long-term stormwater management structures.  
Consideration of these storm events and methods for designing stormwater management 
features are recommended by the CNMI BECQ, EPA, or both.  Text in the EFHA clearly state 
when the 90% storm event or 95th percentile method will be applied to design considerations. 
 
The precipitation level of 1.5 inches associated with the 10-year frequency storm, and to be 
considered for temporary stormwater management measures (i.e., to be deployed during 
construction), is defined and recommended by the CNMI BECQ and GEPA Stormwater 
Management Manual (2006).  Should the CNMI BECQ update the design storm standard using 
more recent rainfall events, the USAF would design the construction stormwater controls to that 
standard.   
 
The design capacity of long-term stormwater management structures will be based on the 
precipitation level associated with a “design storm.” As stated in Section 3.1.2.1, the USAF will 
use the value of 2.2 inches calculated using the USEPA’s 95th percentile methodology and 
reported in the DOD Unified Facilities Criteria (UFC 3-210-10).  As stated in Section 3.2, use of 
a design storm level of 2.2 inches that was developed for Guam is conservative because rainfall 
on Guam is higher than on more northern islands.  For example, average annual rainfall during 
1994 to 2014 was 97.6 and 79.7 inches on Guam and Saipan, respectively, and the average 
annual maximum daily rainfall on those islands was 6.2 and 4.2 inches, respectively.   
 
Precipitation data recorded on Saipan (http://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/cdo-web/), about 18 miles 
northeast of Tinian International Airport, was examined to determine whether it would be 
beneficial to re-calculate the design storm parameter using up-to-date data.  As displayed in the 
figure below, data from 1994 to 2014 do not show a substantial increasing trend in the annual 
95th percentile of daily rainfall or maximum daily rainfall.  For example, the 95th percentile of 
daily rainfall for the years 1995 to 2004 (1.12 inches) was similar to the value for 2005 to 2014 
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(1.22).   In summary, use of the design storm value for Guam is very conservative for Tinian, 
and recalculating the design storm parameter using more recent precipitation data from the 
CNMI would not result in a higher or more protective value.  
 

 
 
 
3.1.1.5 Stormwater Monitoring During Construction 
    There is still a lot of monitoring related information being deferred to SWPPP development.   

• How often will monitoring occur? 
• Who will do it? 
• Will it be done during and after rain/storm events? 
• Where will monitoring occur (catchments versus surface runoff versus areas of 

infiltration)? 
• What are the threshold triggers for adaptive management? 

Response:  
• How often will monitoring occur?  Before construction, AF plans to establish a baseline 

for stormwater quality by sampling at the existing stormwater outlets. This data will be 
used to assist with the development AF stormwater monitoring plan and permit.  The 
monitoring frequency will be as prescribed by the Storm water Construction General 
Permit.  It may occur once, twice, or more in a given duration of the rainfall in order to 
have representative samples. Once a baseline of post construction water quality data is 
established, a long term sampling frequency can be planned and is typically for the AF 
two to four times per year, though this varies greatly depending on variables including 
having enough rain to be able to obtain a stormwater sample..  

• Who will do it?  AF personnel or AF contractor personnel located on site.  However, 
sometimes the stormwater sample is not collected as intended for various reasons that 
make it difficult or dangerous for personnel to do the collecting.  For example, workers 
who are in certain parts of the base may not be aware of the rain event occurring 
somewhere else on base, or the rain event occurs outside the duty hours, or there are 
electrical activities associated with the storm to have anyone expose to lightning strikes.  
Mainly because of these situations, the AF often uses automatic sampler-data logger 
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system to collect the samples.  The automatic sampler-data logger system can record 
pertinent data such as temperature, pH, flow rate, duration, date and time.  It can also 
collect the samples and store them until retrieved by AF/contractor personnel for 
transport to a laboratory for analysis of parameters specifically stated in the Construction 
General Permit.  Typical parameters include, but are not limited to, dissolved, 
suspended solids, pH, oil and grease, heavy metals, etc. 

• Will it be done during and after rain/storm events?  In order to collect samples, there will 
have to be a flow in the drainage outfall – wet weather flow.  So it must be done during a 
rain event that results in a steady flow at the outfall. 

• Where will monitoring occur (catchments versus surface runoff versus areas of 
infiltration)?  The monitoring probably will occur on the surface at the outfall of the 
stormwater drainage located at the southwest end of the runway.  This would be done 
when there is steady wet weather flow in the existing stormwater outfall. 

• What are the threshold triggers for adaptive management?  The adaptive management 
will be triggered when the analyses of the collected stormwater samples show 
excursions above the limits specified in the permit.  The adaptive management entails 
elimination or minimization of the pollutants that exceed the limits.  For example, if 
suspended solid values exceed the limit, best management practice can be improved to 
ensure that the exposed bare surface at the construction site is covered with tarps when 
it is raining.  If concentrations of oil or grease are detected above limits, the 
management will ensure that there is no leak from any vehicles or equipment and that 
on-site fuel dispensers are under a protective roof, etc. 

 
3.1.2.1 Approach to Stormwater Infrastructure Design 

• Recommend reviewing and updating the 95th percentile given recent storms.  Why are 
events like tropical storms Melor and Sanvu excluded from analysis? 

Response: As stated above, recalculating the 95th percentile with more recent data from the 
CNMI would not result in a higher value.   

 
• The document states post-construction rates are not to exceed pre-construction for rate, 

volume, duration and temperature.  What about nutrient loads, petroleum products and 
other considerations?   

Response –This section of the document describes the approach for control of stormwater 
during the construction phase.  The standards for concentrations of nutrients, petroleum 
products, and other water quality considerations are described in Section 3.4.  As stated in that 
section, concentrations in stormwater runoff would not exceed the thresholds documented in the 
CNMI Water Quality Standards.  As previously stated above, before construction, AF plans to 
establish a baseline for stormwater quality by sampling at the existing stormwater outlets. This 
data will be used to assist with the development AF stormwater monitoring plan and permit. 
 
3.1.2.2 - Retention of Stormwater Volumes  

• Will all of these tools be viable given the short retention times of the karst topography?  
How will adjustments be made and ensure that dirty runoff is not impacting the water 
table or nearshore waters through intrusion? 

Response: This section describes the process flow for developing appropriate Low Impact 
Development for the site.  The purpose of this section is to describe the steps and processes 
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that the USAF will take to identify the stormwater management controls that could be used for 
the Divert project.  The first three steps in the process flow for identifying LID strategies are site 
utilization, filtration, and interception/infiltration.  As documented in the conceptual site design in 
Section 3.1.2.5, and because of the site conditions, the USAF will first try to develop LID 
strategies using these three steps, notably interception and infiltration. As applicable and 
necessary, retention strategies could also be used to intercept additional rainfall beyond the 
95th percentile storm event.  USAF does not expect that this project will result in a reduction in 
filtration of water through the vadose, or an impact to the water table or nearshore waters.  The 
stormwater control system should enhance recharge filtration, in part by shifting some infiltration 
to the east, thus enhancing recharge filtration since the flows will travel through a longer path to 
the ocean. 
 
3.1.2.3   Performance Standards for Site Development 

• Standard 3 (All stormwater runoff generated from the project will be adequately treated 
to the maximum extent technically feasible if it would result in discharge into 
jurisdictional wetlands or inland and coastal waters of CNMI): This is too vague.  For 
example, what level of treatment occurs at Anderson?  Is water that runs off from 
impervious surfaces and then percolates into the groundwater also treated in some way? 

Response: This list of performance standards represents a summary of the standards that were 
considered in development of the conceptual site design as recommended in the CNMI and 
GEPA Stormwater Management Manual.  More specific information on treatment is provided in 
Section 3.4, which describes the CNMI Water Quality Standards.  As described in Sections 3.1 
and 3.2, stormwater management practices will be implemented to retain surface flows on site, 
promote direct infiltration, and prevent surface runoff.  Because there will be no direct discharge 
into inland or coastal waters during normal rainfall events (i.e., when treatment could be 
effectively conducted), treatment probably will not be part of the USAF plan for compliance with 
stormwater and water quality regulations.   

 
The methods used to manage stormwater at Andersen AFB are very dissimilar to those likely to 
be used on Tinian.  Because of the high permeability of the limestone at Andersen AFB, water 
infiltrates quickly into the subsurface to recharge the groundwater lens (the Northern Guam Sole 
Source Aquifer).  The rainwater recharges the aquifer through 114 or so Class V Underground 
Injection Control (UIC) wells.  The UIC wells are regulated under the SDWA.  All of Andersen 
UIC wells are thus permitted under the SDWA requirements.  Because the aquifer is the 
drinking water source, the recharged water must comply with the Drinking Water Standards.  
These standards are determined from criteria based on adverse effects on human health.  
Andersen must ensure compliance with these standards to the maximum achievable extent.  
Best management practices are used to eliminate, minimize pollutants that are dissolved or 
suspended in the recharged water.  The principal objective of pollution prevention technique is 
to reduce exposure of contaminants.  For example, hazardous materials are stored indoor, 
industrial activities are conducted inside of buildings, accidental spills are expeditiously picked 
up and sites quickly remediated.  The wells themselves are screened off for debris, flotsam and 
jetsam.  There is no other treatment for the Andersen UIC wells in place outside of best 
management practices for pollution prevention and control.  In the final analysis, this approach 
has proved effective for all this time, while meeting stringent drinking water standards. 
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• Standard 4 (Pre-development annual groundwater recharge rates and runoff rates to 
coastal waters will be maintained by promoting infiltration through the use of structural 
and non-structural methods): Recommend doing some studies to set a baseline for this 
information. 

Response: This list of performance standards represents a summary of all standards that were 
considered in development of the conceptual site design as recommended by the CNMI and 
GEPA Stormwater Management Manual.  EPA methodology, as adapted by DOD, recommends 
use of the 95th percentile storm event as the design storm for development of stormwater 
management controls and ensuring that pre-development hydrology is maintained.  As part of 
planning and permitting process, baseline percolation rates and other parameters necessary to 
properly design and permit the stormwater management system will be measured at the Tinian 
Airport.  Preconstruction water quality also will be measured on the site and at the outflow of the 
airport drainage system 
 
• Standard 5 (Structural stormwater BMPs will be designed to remove 80 percent of the 

average annual post development total suspended solids (TSS) load and match or exceed 
predevelopment infiltration rates, as possible): This seems pretty great if it is adequately 
monitored and managed. 

Response: This list of performance standards represents a summary of all standards that were 
considered in development of the conceptual site design as recommended by the CNMI and 
GEPA Stormwater Management Manual.  As described in Section 3.1.2.5, the USAF will 
conduct monitoring and adaptive management post-construction to ensure that all BMPs are 
functioning as designed. 

 
• Standard 6: This is where the 25-year storm is introduced, which is realistically more like a 

5-6 inch event based on what we have seen over the last 8 years. 
Response:  As stated above, precipitation data for Saipan do not show an increase in 
maximum daily precipitation over time. In addition, the value for the 25-year storm event 
reported in the CNMI BECQ and GEPA Stormwater Management Manual (2006) encompasses 
a 5- to 6-inch event.  
 
In the event of a rainfall event that is larger than the design event, the stormwater management 
system will contain much of the sediment and runoff from the new impervious surfaces.  Any 
additional flows resulting from the construction of those surfaces that is not contained by the 
stormwater system will be a minute portion of the total runoff of fresh water from the watershed 
that will flow into the ocean.  Thus, the Divert Project is expected to result in no or an 
unmeasurably small increase in the total amount of sediment flowing into the ocean, and fresh 
water flowing into, and falling on, the ocean.  
 
3.1.2.5 - Stormwater Monitoring after Construction 

• The use of adaptive management is an excellent component of this effort.  How has 
this worked on Anderson?   Successes, failures, lessons learned? 

Response: As described above the stormwater management system on Andersen AFB is very 
different from that being considered for the Divert project, and any lessons from the monitoring 
of that system would not necessarily apply to this project.  The USAF has had substantial 
success at implementing adaptive management for the evaluation and improvement of natural 
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resource protection programs, such as those implemented on Guam to protect rare species, 
reduce invasive species, and enhance natural habitats and systems.  
 
3.2 - Summary of Stormwater Management Conceptual 5 Design 

• Factor 8: Will any treatment occur within the proposed infield area? 
Response: The goal of slowing and retaining stormwater runoff in the infield is to increase 
infiltration at a location further inland away from shorelines than would be the case if sheet 
runoff were allowed. This will enhance recharge filtration since the flows will travel through a 
longer path to the ocean, increasing the treatment of the water. Because all water is expected to 
be captured and quickly infiltrate, technically no onsite treatment is planned.   

 
• Factor 8: How would the infield have done during either tropical storm Melor or Sanvu? 

Response: The infield should provide sufficient area for full infiltration within a few hours. A 
storm event of 4.65 inches of rainfall would result in about 40 acre-feet of water falling on the 
new impervious surfaces. This amount of water would add about 4" to the amount to be 
retained/infiltrated across the infield (a total of about ~8.65" to be controlled). As described in 
Section 5.1, the ground beneath the soil has a Ksat of 0.6 to 2.0 inches per hour, which indicates 
that all stormwater would infiltrate in less than 24 hours. The design and permitting phases of 
this project will review stormwater management capacity to ensure projects maintain the original 
hydrology onsite consistent with stormwater management standards and low impact 
development requirements. 

 
 
3.3.1.2 - Spill Prevention Control and Countermeasures Plan 

• Spill Control Section. This section should also include details about the expected fate 
and transport of pollutants from main storage areas based on hydrology, proposed 
management measures, retention times, etc.  Where is it most likely to go and how 
fast will it get there? 

Response: Transport of pollutants and petroleum products is not expected because all fuel 
storage facilities will be designed with secondary containment greater than 100% capacity of the 
fuel tank.  Therefore, in the event of a spill, fuel is not expected to leave the site but would 
instead be contained within the existing infrastructure.   

 
Should containment fail, and secondary containment fail, and onsite response fail, we would 
expect the release to move through the subsurface, attenuate to some degree and rapidly 
migrate down gradient, and eventually be released at the coastline. Once released, fuels are 
very difficult to recover; hence, prevention, rather than interception of flows or recovery, is the 
critical goal. 

 
 
3.4 - Water Quality Criteria 

• Ensure that changes in freshwater volume and discharge rates to the nearshore 
environment are also considered when looking at threats to coral reefs. 

Response: As described in Section 3.4, water quality standards require compliance with a 
“salinity: criteria.  This criteria level is “No alterations of the marine environment shall occur that 
would alter the salinity of marine or estuarine waters more than 10 percent from ambient 
conditions or which would otherwise adversely affect the indigenous biota and sedimentary 
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patterns, except when due to natural causes.”  In addition, the AF will be required to maintain 
runoff rates at preconstruction rates.  Therefore, the stormwater management system will be 
designed to ensure that there will be no or minimal changes in volume and rate of freshwater 
discharge or salinity and that release of freshwater does not alter marine conditions by more 
than 10 percent.  It might be possible to reduce runoff rates below preconstruction levels 
through BMPs, planning, and permitting, though this may not be appropriate for the site or 
surrounding ecosystem.  

 
• Table 3-3.  What petroleum products or daughter products may be of concern here?  

In California MTBE was a regular gasoline additive at one time until it was better 
understood how very small amounts could impact drinking water.  Are there 
components in the jet fuel that may be toxic in very small amounts either directly or 
once they degrade?  Heavy metals? 

Response:  The chemistry of JP8 fuel which will be primarily used by the AF is provided below.  
 
Benzene, alkyl benzenes, toluene, xylene and naphthalenes are typically the compounds that 
are considered for environmental sampling for JP8, along with total petroleum hydrocarbons 
(TPH) and combustion products such as poly-aromatic hydrocarbons (PAHs). Heavy metals are 
not known to be intentionally added into JP8. Additives are also referenced below. Depending 
on the goals and objectives of the SWPP sampling plan, any of these compounds or others 
might be selected. One issue that will have to be considered will be sample holding times for the 
analysis. It may be preferable to select a compound based upon its ability to remain stable as a 
sample long enough to provide accurate results. Due to the technical nature of the effort, and 
the complexity of the subject, EPA and AF prefer to make such determinations during the 
sampling plan development process.  

JET-PROPULSION FUEL 8 

Molecular weight: ≈180 
Synonyms: Jet fuel JP-8, MIL-T-83133B, AVTUR 
Freezing point, maximum: -47°C 
Boiling point: 175-300°C 
10% recovered, maximum: 205°C 
End point, maximum: 300°C 
Flash point, minimum: 38°C 
Vapor pressure: 0.52 mm Hg (10°C) 1.8 mm Hg (28°C) 
Specific gravity, kg/L, 15°C, 
Minimum: 

0.775 

Maximum: 0.840 
Heating value, Btu/lb, 
minimum: 

18,400 

Viscosity, maximum at -20°C: 8 
Composition: C8–C9 aliphatic hydrocarbons, 

vol % ≈ 9% C10–C14 aliphatic 
hydrocarbons, vol % ≈ 65%; 
C15–C17 aliphatic 
hydrocarbons, vol % ≈ 7%; 
aromatics, vol % ≈ 18%. 
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Aromatics typical of cracked gasoline and kerosene 
include benzene, alkyl benzenes, toluene, xylene, 
indenes, naphthalenes. 

Conversion factors at standard 
temperature and pressure: 

1 ppm = 8.0 mg/m3 
1 mg/m3 = 0.12 ppm 

 
 
Source:  PHYSICAL AND CHEMICAL PROPERTIES OF MILITARY FUELS." National Research 
Council. Permissible Exposure Levels for Selected Military Fuel Vapors. Washington, DC: The 
National Academies Press, 1996. doi:10.17226/9133. 

 
JP8 is a kerosene-based fuel used in military jets (USAF, NATO, Japanese Self-Defense 
Forces), tanks and other fighting vehicles, and portable heaters. It contains benzene, toluene, 
xylenes and naphthalene, as well as additives (e.g., diethylene glycol monomethyl ether or 
ethylene glycol monomethyl ether). 
https://www.osha.gov/dts/chemicalsampling/data/CH_248748.html 
 
References: 
Risher, J., Bittner, P.M. and Rhodes, S.: Toxicological Profile for Jet Fuels (JP-5 and JP-8). Atlanta, GA: 
Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry, Centers for Disease Control, 1998, 167 pp.  

Ritchie, G.D., Still, K.R., Rossi, J. III, Bekkedal, M. Y.-V., Bobb A.J. and Arfsten, D.P.: Biological and health 
effects of exposure to kerosene-based jet fuels and performance additives. J. Toxicol. Environ. Health B Crit. 
Rev. 6(4): 357-451, 2003.  

5.3 – Water Resources 
• The last sentence in this section references ecological resilience.   This sounds like a 

quote from Maynard et al. 2015, and should be more thoroughly explored if relative 
resilience is going to be a factor in decision making for these sites. 

Response: This information is a quote from the CNMI Integrated 305(b) and 303(d) Water 
Quality Assessment Report and is provided to describe the current, baseline conditions as 
described by the resource management agency in the region. This information is not explicitly 
considered as a factor in decision making for the site. Rather, the factors that were considered 
are described in Section 3.2, Summary of Stormwater Management Conceptual Design. 
 
5.4 – Marine Environment 

• The NOAA CRED program has data from 2009, 2011 and 2014 regarding the marine 
environment which should be used to more thoroughly analyze the marine environment.  
Brainard 2012 is missing that information. 

Response: A summary of 2009-2014 fish biomass and hard coral cover data will be added to 
this section. 
 
6. Summary and Conclusions 

• As differences exist between Endangered Species Act (ESA) and EFH consultations, we 
recommend caution with use of the following terms:  negligible, insignificant, not 
measurable, and discountable for EFH.  The above terms are typically used for “not 
likely to adversely affect” determinations for ESA informal consultations and not for 
characterizing “no adverse effect” determinations for EFH.   

Response: This terminology will be modified per comment. 
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• Insignificant - Define insignificance or don't use at all.  The term is misleading due to 

statistical connotation. 
Response: This terminology will be modified per comment. 

 
• Reduce to a discountable level possibility of a release.  Does USAF plans to model this 

or perform a cost benefit or economic analysis of some kind to ensure the risk is below a 
certain threshold?  Appears as a misleading use of terms. 

Response: The intent of the statement is that the risk of a spill will be very low.  The text will be 
modified to clarify.  Inspections and monitoring will be conducted as required by regulations and 
as described in Section 3.3.1.4 to ensure that the identified standards and criteria are met and 
thus that the risk of a spill remains very low.  

 
• “Discountable” and “insignificant” - These are not terms typically used to characterize 

EFH. 
Response: This terminology will be modified per comment. 

 
• None to minimal adverse effect on EFH would be expected - Assuming there will be 

follow-through for all of the activities detailed in this document. 
Response: The conclusions have been revised to reflect that there would be no or minimal 
adverse effects on EFH from the project described in the assessment.  

 
7.  References 

• Ensure all references captured in the document are included in this section. 
Response: All references will be included per comment. 
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NMFS Letter to USAF Concurring with Minimal Adverse Impacts to Essential Fish Habitat, 
April 2016
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STATUS OF FEDERAL AGENCY COASTAL ZONE MANAGEMENT ACT 
NEGATIVE DETERMINATION FOR PROPOSED ACTIONS IN THE 

COMMONWEALTH OF THE NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS 

 

A coastal zone negative determination (ND) assessment was submitted to Commonwealth of the Northern 

Mariana Islands (CNMI) Coastal Resources Management Office (CRMO) on May 18, 2012.  The 

assessment encompassed all proposed actions described in the June 2012 Draft Environmental Impact 

Statement for Divert Activities and Exercises, Guam and Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana 

Islands.  Pursuant to 15 CFR Section 930.35(c), the CNMI CRMO was not obligated to respond to the 

ND, and since the CNMI CRMO did not respond to the ND within 60 days, the CNMI CRMO 

concurrence with the ND was presumed.  The USAF provided the Revised Draft EIS to the CNMI 

CRMO during the public review period for that document.  The USAF received no additional 

correspondence from the CNMI CRMO. 
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Coastal Zone Management Act (CZMA) Consistency Determination:  
Negative Determination Notice; May 2012 
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Coastal Zone Management Act (CZMA) Consistency Determination:  
Additional Correspondence Regarding Revised Draft EIS; October 2015
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